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Want a cool phone? 
— Try. this subtle hint. 


KK Phones from as low as $24.99! 
Getting the phone you want is all about good 
communication. Why not just ask for a TELUS Mobility 
phone with 1X capability? It's the latest in wireless 
technology. TELUS Mobility phones come with cool 
stuff like games and 2-Way Text Messaging 
capability. You can even get fun downloads 
like ringtones and images: Available 
at TELUS Mobility stores, authorized 
dealers and retailers. To find out more 


visit telusmobility.com/student or call 
1-888-810-5555, The future is friendly 


“€@ TELUS 


mobility™ 


Shop online at telusmobility.com or call 1-888-810-5555 
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Not all services and features are available in all areas. +For certain phone model and based on a 3-yeer contract after phone discount or invoice credit on your future TELUS Mobility monthly bill. New activations only, *Service available on a pay per use basis. ©2002 TELE-MOBILE COMPANY 
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DECEMBER 13-14 
PAINTING 
DAISIES 


Our favourite rockin’ gals 
host a pre-Xmas party! 


SUNDAY 


with Matthew's Grin, 
Punchline Scramble and 
Gj dudeman - $6 


DECEMBER 16-18 
MATTHEW'S 
GRIN 


Always a good time! 
No Cover! 


DADDY 
LONGLEGS 


This hot 8 piece gets the 
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ON THE COVER: 
Lyle Bell tells the 
~ story of a home 
improvement 
feat even Bob 
Vila wouldn’t 
oO near—tak- 
ing a former 
crackhouse 
and making it 
livable ¢ 11 


How to tell Norah 
Jones from Diana 
Krall ¢ 44 : 


PLUS: 
Pepry Times: the Zhang’s 
all here ¢ 50 
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Sixth sense 


Every year on December 6 someone 
(usually but not always male) tells us we 
shouldn’t take the occasion of the Mon- 
treal massacre to acknowledge crimes 
of violence against women. The most 
common argument is that because 
Marc Lepine was deranged, his actions 
weren't representative, and therefore 
shouldn’t be taken as evidence that we 
might be living in a misogynist society, 
or that the murder of 14 women by a 
psycho killer isn’t a women’s issue. 

In last week’s VuePoint column 
[“Everyday memories,” December 5- 
11], Brian Gibson used the argument to 
remind us that violence against women 
is an everyday act that rarely makes the 
front page. This is an important point, 
but does it necessarily mean that 
December 6 is an inappropriate day for 
people to gather to acknowledge the 


violence or threat of violence women 
face daily? Yes, Marc Lepine was a 
“deeply disturbed individual,” but his 
crime didn’t just come out of nowhere. 
Why is Jane Hurshman a more appro- 
priate symbol? | take it her husband 
was also a “disturbed individual,” his 
crimes also “freakish” and “aberrant.” 

One of the ways to deny the politi- 
cal content of an event is to argue that 
it bears no relation to any other. What 
happened on December 6, 1989, and 
the fact that we continue to gather 
every year on university campuses to 
remember it, is related to women’s rela- 
tively recent entrance into post-second- 
ary institutions and male-dominated 
fields. This is also something worth 
reflecting upon every December 6. 

For anyone who participates in or 
supports December 6 memorial servic- 
es, there is always the added burden 
of having to justify it to friends, col- 
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leagues and opinion-makers. Arguing 
over whether we should meet in the 
name of Jane Hurshman, the Montreal 
or the Vancouver victims is rather 
painfully beside the point, since we're 
capable of remembering all of these 
women—and countless unnamed oth- 
ers—on December 6. There is no 
monument to an Unknown Housewife 
beside our Unknown Soldier, so we 
gather one day out of the year, and 
December 6 is as worthy a date as the 
next, —JANICE SCHROEDER, EDMONTON 


Warmer Winters 


Re: “Global warming a fact, says Cal- 
gary study” by Mike Winters (Vue 
News, December 5-11): 

Global warming. Yes, it is a fact. 
Caused by greenhouse gases? much 
harder to prove. 

If you hike over to the Provincial 
Museum, in the Aboriginal Gallery 
there is information that 6,000 years 
ago there were trees 200 metres higher 
up in the mountains and under where 
the Athabasca Glacier is today. Under: 
that means it was warmer 6,000 years 
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ago, and what caused that? Green- 
house gases? Not likely. Solar activity 

More likely. Are periodic droughts char 
acteristics of the prairies for the last 400 
years as monitored through tree rings? 
Yes. Is particulate pollution a significant 
factor in changing short-term weather 
patterns? Yes. So why not cut the par- 
ticulate pollution in southeast Asia t« 
reduce the changes in weather pat- 
terns? It is not a sexy issue. Is global 
warming and greenhouse gases caused 
by man’s activity significant? Not likely. 
Is it a sexy issue in the environmental 
movement? | leave that you your intel- 
ligent readers to answer. —STEve 

SHUMBORSK! (VIA E-MAIL) 


Vue Weekly welcomes reader response 
both positive and negative. Send your 
opinion by mail (Vue Weekly, 10303- 

108 Street, Edmonton, AB, T5} 117) 
by fax ((780) 426-2889) or by e-mail 

(letters@vue.ab.ca). Preference is given 

to feedback about articles in Vue 
Weekly; we reserve the right to edit 
letters for length and clarity. Please 
include a daytime telephone number 


By SHERYLE CARLSON. 
emmanuel 


Legislative dissembly 


“In a time of universal deceit,” George 
Onwell once wrote, “telling the truth 
is a revolutionary act.” 

Most of us know that govern- 
ments sometimes lie and that the 
media can serve as a public safety net, 
a watchdog to let us know when our 
elected officials are (or aren’t) telling 
the truth. But in many cases, the 
media gives into the temptation to tell 
the kind of stories that people like to 
hear. (Or that they think people like to 
hear—i.e., lurid tales of gore and 
glamour.) This fact became even clear- 
er to me as | watched the recent 
Kyoto accord debate in the Alberta 
jegislature. | saw where information 
was coming from, what information 
was being presented to the media— 
and what information was being 
relayed to the people. 

On November 18, | teamed up 
with former city councillor and envi- 
ronmental activist Tooker Gomberg 
and Brian Johnston, also an environ- 
mental activist, to make a video docu- 
mentary of our travels throughout 
Alberta showcasing the wonders of 
renewable energy. Upon uncovering a 
research paper from 1990 on decreas- 
ing greenhouse gases in Alberta, we 
attempted to present the document 
to Ralph Klein and ask if he’d seen it. 
Gomberg called all the local media 
outlets and, encouragingly, they all 
showed. Gomberg and Johnston 
explained the significance this docu- 
ment and how it detailed the poten- 
tial savings of reducing CO2 
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linvite you to share the spirit of the season, 
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emissions. But legislative security 
wouldn’t let us into the building; 
instead, Klein’s assistant came down 
to accept the report. 

While the media continued quot- 
ing Klein’s Kyoto doomsday predic- 
tions, opposition brought the 
document to cabinet. The Tories were 
quick to dismiss the report, as | learned 
after spending a cold night a couple of 
Thursdays ago holding fort 
on the front steps of the legis- 
lature for a round-the-clock 
“Kyoto vigil,” which 
Gomberg and Johnston main- 
tained for a week. | under- 
stood the significance of what 
we were doing when Edmon- 
ton’s police helicopter circled 
around eight times and shined its eerie 
spotlight on me as a cruiser parked 
nearby flashed its lights for no appar- 
ent reason, except perhaps intimida- 
tion. | wondered why my presence 
was being noticed by the local police 
and not the media. 

Indeed, some media reports 
seemed hostile, even a little malicious, 
towards any opposing views. A 
reporter from the Edmonton Journal 
came down to interview Gomberg for 
a story on the so-called “lost docu- 
ment.” She instead asked Gomberg 
who he thought would win the Grey 
Cup. The Journal put Gomberg’s game 
prediction on the front page, crop- 
ping the photo of his face so tightly 
that you couldn’t see the compact flu- 
orescent light and “Kyoto Now” sign 
he held close to his cheeks. | was out- 
raged, and the article only strength- 
ened my resolve to get into the media 
scrums at the legislative and see what 
was really going on and why this story 
wasn’t getting out. : 

A week earlier, | had gotten 
inside—by appearance alone, I’m 
guessing; | was holding a camera and 
thought | had every right to be there. 
It was 1:30 p.m. and the scrum didn’t 
start until 3 p.m., so | left, only to be 
confronted upon my return by a dif- 
ferent security:guard who asked who | 
was with. | said | was independent 
media and a co-partner in a video 
production company. “Are you with 
Tooker Gomberg?” he asked. !| knew 
Gomberg’s presence had the security 
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guards all riled up, but | couldn’t lie. | 
said “yes” and was denied access 
without being given an opportunity to 
explain. The next week | had a letter 
from the editors of Vue and got into 
the media room. 

During the four days | spent watch- 
ing journalists interact with Klein, | 
began to change the questions in my 
notepad from a more direct, confronta- 


A reporter from the Edmonton Journal 
came down to interview Gomberg for a 
story on the so-called “lost document.” 
She instead asked Gomberg who he 
thought would win the Grey Cup 


tional style to a more congenial “butter- 
up-the-old-man” form. Unfortunately, 
the topic du jour switched from Kyoto 
to the Romanow report and my win- 
dow of opportunity was gone. 
Meanwhile, everyone seems to be 
tired of hearing the word “Kyoto,” 
even though the public is still confused 
about what Kyoto means to Alberta— 
which is exactly what those in power 


ae 


want. The feds air their expensive com- 

mercials about how Kyoto will save our 

environment, and the province airs its 

cheesy ads about how Kyoto will 

destroy jobs. We are witnessing a bat- 

tle, but not a particularly enlightening 

or informative one. just look at the 

sheer volume of newspaper articles 
being written about the political fight 
between the province and Ottawa—at 
the expense of hard facts on 
climate change or the 
process by which the West- 
ern world’s consumption of 
oil spurs wars in faraway 
lands like Iraq or Afghanistan 
or Saudi Arabia. 

The media, as | observed at 
the legislature, is definitely 
doing its job: reporting the facts it’s 
being given by government and 
industry. And yet the issues remain 
confusing. How can thousands of sci- 
entists worldwide be wrong about cli- 
mate change? And even if they are, 
then we'd just be saving our fossil 
fuels for a rainy day. Is that when I’m 
going to get an even-handed analysis 
from mainstream media? © 
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Leave the gun, take the canola 


Percy Schmeiser 
refuses to seed the 
legal battle over his 
crops to Monsanto 
By J.A. SAVAGE. 
ercy Schmeiser is a wheat 
p:::.: He'd rather be grow- 


ing canola, but Monsanto and 


_the Canadian courts have disabused 


him of that notion. If he grows his 
preferred canola, his crop belongs to 
Monsanto. In fact, if farmers use 
commercially available seed this 
coming year for their canola crops, 
it looks like many pe 

of those crops too 
will belong to 
Monsanto. 

Monsanto, 
you see, has a 
patent. It owns 
canola seed with a 
certain genetic | 
trait. Monsanto | 
says Schmeiser— 
and anyone else } 
who uses its | 
patented genetic 
seed code—is a 
thief. 

Schmeiser was 
recently thrust 
into a crusader’s 
role against Mon- 
santo and its 
Roundup Ready 
genetically modi- 
fied canola seed. Monsanto sued 
him, accusing him of using its 
patented seed without paying for it 
or signing a contract with Monsan- 
to. Schmeiser maintains he was 
planting his own saved seed and 
that he couldn’t help it if there was 
cross-pollination between his crops 
and others that were using, and 
paying Monsanto for, genetically 
modified seed. 

“Monsanto has complete control 
of the seed supply,” said Schmeiser 
of the canola crops farmed in west- 


“Intuit 


CANADA 


ern Canada. “A lot of farmers don’t 
realize the implications,” he says, of 
a 2001 Federal Court decision siding 
with Monsanto against Schmeiser. 
The court said Schmeiser violated 
Monsanto patents on its Roundup 


Ready canola when he planted and 
sold seed for grain in 1998. Tests on 
Schmeiser’s crop found it to contain 
Monsanto's patented gene. 

Monsanto genetically modified 
the seed so farmers would be able to 
spray its herbicide Roundup on 
their canola without it killing the 
canola itself, only 
killing weeds that 
can compete with 
the canola crop. 
Monsanto sells 
the farmers both 
| the seed and the 
herbicide and 
requires them to 
sign a contract. 
| More than 30,000 
Canadian farmers 
) have signed a 
“Grower Agree- 
ment” with a 
licensing fee of 
$15 per acre, 
according to 
Monsanto. The 
contracts forbid 
farmers to save 
seed and use it 
the next season. 
It gives Monsanto certain rights to 
check up on the farmer. 


Ready or not, 
here they come 


Schmeiser, who's been planting and 
saving canola seed since the 1950s, 
planted 1,030 acres with canola in 
1998. He says he wasn’t looking for 
the Roundup trait in his crop, even 
though he sprayed the herbicide in 
small amounts around telephone 
poles and such. After testing, Mon- 
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Direct Sales Representative 
Customer Service Representative 
Technical Support Representative 


These positions are great opportunities for stay at home parents, students, recent graduates, semi-retired or anyone looking to supplement their income. 


Don’t miss out! apply on-tine today at: WWW. intuit.com/canada/ 


santo’s patented gene was found in 
Schmeiser’s crops—even though he 
swears it was accidental. 

“Thus,” the court noted, “a 
farmer whose field contains seed or 
plants originating from seed spilled 
into them, or blown as seed, in 
swaths from a neighbour's land or 
even growing from germination by 
pollen carried into his field from else- 
where by insects, birds, or by the 
wind, may own the seed or plants on 
his land even if he did not set about 
to plant them. He does not, however, 
own the right to the use of the 
patented gene, or of the seed or plant 
containing the patented gene or cell.” 

Canola, a modified seed in and 
of itself, is used 
for cooking oil. It 
was not a crop 
until the 1950s 
when rapeseed 
was engineered 
(not genetically 
modified) to be 
edible. 


I'm telling! 


Schmeiser claims 
that Monsanto 
harasses farmers. 
He’s produced 
letters given to 
him by other 
farmers that he 
calls “extortion” 
letters. One such 
letter from 1998 
told the farmer 
he had “improperly” planted 
Roundup Ready seed and called for 
the farmer to pay Monsanto 
$28,000 and allow company 
employees to take samples on his 
land for three years. Monsanto set 
up what farmers call a “snitch” 
phone line to encourage farmers to 
report their neighbors’ behaviour 
to the corporation. 

“That's completely false,” says 
Monsanto Canada spokeswoman 
Trish Jordan. She said there is an 
“extremely small” number of 


patent violators like Schmeiser. “If 
they’re using the technology with- 
out having paid for it, we approach 
them first. Sometimes they say, 
‘Yeah, you caught me.’ Others deny 
it. In that case, our only option is 
to take samples of their crop.” She 
said that Monsanto cannot take 
samples without having a legal 
claim filed and that only one such 
claim is pending. 

“Monsanto has created a reign 
of fear,” says Schmeiser, who accuses 
Monsanto of having stepped up its 
tactics to “harass” farmers this fall 
“If a farmer gets one of these extor- 
tion letters, can you imagine the 
fear in that family? What will hap- 
pen to them? 
That they won’t 
have a farm left?” 

If current 
studies are any 
indication, Mon- 
santo could con- 
trol nearly all of 
the canola seed 
in the region. In 
August, research 
was made public 
| from a test at the 
University of 
Manitoba that 
found 32 of 33 
commercially 
available seed lots 
planted with 
canola that was 
not supposed 
to be Roundup 
, Ready contained 
the trait of herbicide resistance. 


Wheat surrender 


Will other farmers be forced, like 
Schmeiser, to grow wheat instead of 
canola? Will the olive oil or sunflower 
industry get an unexpected boost 
from Monsanto? “We don’t know 
what's going to happen next spring,” 
says writer Dan Charles, author of 
Lords of the Harvest. “The seed stock is 
all contaminated. Planting it would 
violate Monsanto’s patent. If farmers 
[purchase from] a seed company they 
know full well that Monsanto can 
destroy or keep their crop. Monsanto 
is basically saying, ‘If that gene is in 
your field it’s ours.’ That’s overstep- 
ping what's reasonable.” (Charles adds 
that Schmeiser is “absolutely correct 
about Monsanto's bullying tactics.”) 

Monsanto didn’t pick some hay- 
seed to drag to court. Schmeiser is 
politically savvy. He’s been touring 
the globe—he’s just returned from a 
month in Central and South Ameri- 
ca—speaking to anyone who'll lis- 
ten about genetically modified seed 
and Monsanto. 

The 71-year-old farmer won't 
make much money this year on the 
400 acres of wheat that he’s growing, 
plus some peas and oats. His wife 
keeps the family in food with her 
organic garden. He says he has about 
$200,000 in lawyers’ fees to pay. In 
addition, on November 14, the Fed- 
eral Court upheld its judgment 
against him, ordering him to pay 4 
$153,000 fine to Monsanto plus 
court costs. The case is on appeal to 

~ the Supreme Court of Canada. © 


The only good Indian is 
an incarcerated Indian 


SASKATOON—It’s no easy task for 
someone to be kicked out of the 
Canadian Alliance for being “too con- 
troversial,” but Saskatchewan MP Jim 
Pankiw seems intent on insisting as 
foudly as possible that he has what it 
takes and more, following a recent 
mailout campaign in Saskatoon. 

The latest pamphlet in a string of 
inflammatory literature mailed to 
Saskatoon homes by Pankiw, an inde- 
pendent MP still clinging to the Saska- 
toon Humboldt riding since being one 
of the eight politicians banished from 
the markedly right-wing Alliance, pur- 
ports to provide “the facts” about 
aboriginal crime in an attempt to 
defend the saddening fact that up to 
70 per cent of people incarcerated in 
Saskatchewan are Indian or Metis. 

The cover of the pamphlet—a veri- 
table cornucopia of inflammatory 
remarks—features a stop sign with the 
words “Indian Crime” printed below it, 
while the back sports the well-known 
photo of a Mohawk Indian and a Cana- 
dian Forces soldier staring one another 
down during the Oka crisis in 1990. 
The caption under the photo reads 
“Indian terrorist confronts Canadian sol- 
dier at Oka, 1990.” Sandwiched loving- 
ly in the middle, of course, is Pankiw’s 
view that “For years, the federal gov- 

“ernment and Indian lobbyists have 
deliberately ignored evidence which 
proves why there is a greater percent- 
age of Indians in jail than in general 
society. The truth of the matter is that 
the proportion of Indians serving time 
in Canadian penitentiaries is a direct 
reflection of the crimes they commit. 

“If you can’t do the time,” he 
adds, “then don’t do the crime.” 

Pankiw, who has long been an 
outspoken critic of the special rights 
afforded aboriginal people, goes on to 
condemn provisions in the Criminal 
Code laid out by the Supreme Court 
of Canada that states judges should 
consider all other possible avenues for 
sanction before imprisonment when 
dealing with aboriginal offenders, as 
it's a stretch to believe that people 
from disadvantaged backgrounds will 
be rehabilitated by repeated trips to 
the jailhouse. 

Thankfully, “Indian Crime” hasn't 
met with much vocal support, and has 
even managed to spark a public 
demonstration by 40 Canada Post 
workers who refused to deliver the 
Pamphlet late last week, calling it “hate 
mail” that is “racist” and “inflammato- 
ry," according to the Leader-Post in 
Regina. Canada Post lawyers disagree, 
however, and have threatened to sus- 
pend and discipline anyone refusing to 
deliver the mail. —Curis Bouter 


McDonald’s falls on 
McHard times 


CHICAGO—For the Old Strathcona 
residents who have regularly protest- 
ed the opening of the new 109 St. 
McDonald's restaurant comes some 
buoying news. 

The world’s largest restaurant chain 
is planning to pull out completely from 
three Middle East and Latin American 
nations, close 175 restaurants worldwide 
and chop between 400 and 600 jobs as 
part of a massive restructuring effort. 

“These actions are the right things 
to do for McDonald's shareholders, the 
brand and our business,” McDonald’s 
chairman-and CEO Jack Greenberg 
told Associated Press. “We remain 
focused on growing our existing 
restaurants’ sales and we're committed 
to making the changes necessary to 
succeed in the challenging worldwide 
economic and competitive environ- 
ments in which we operate.” 

There are currently more than 
30,000 Golden Arches locations in 121 
countries across the globe. McDonald's 
has not announced which three nations 
it plans to pull out of, but company 
headquarters did state that operations in 
another four nations would be dramati- 
cally restructured, so the restaurants 
operating there would totally be fran- 
chisee-driven, with American corporate 
headquarters receiving royalty payments 


instead of being directly involved in’ 


those restaurants’ day-to-day operations. 
But while the closings will take 
place in some of the world’s most far- 
flung spots, the company did admit 
that 250 of the jobs being eliminated 
would be located on American soil. 
According to the London Observer, 
an average of 4.2 new McDonald's loca- 
tions open for business across the globe 
each and every day. One out of three 
cows bred for slaughter in the United 
States is bought up by McDonald’s— 
and all those Happy Meals sold make 


the restaurant chain the largest toy dis- 
tributor on the planet. But McDonald’s 
has fallen on hard times of late. Share 
prices on the New York market have 
slipped to well below $18 (U.S.) and a 
recent high-profile customer satisfaction 
survey gave the chain a failing grade 
when it came to customer service. 
“Given the charges described 
above and recent sales performance, 
we will not achieve our previously 
announced 2002 earnings per share 
target,” said Greenberg in an official 
release. “Yet, | believe the decisions 
we've made over the past month will 
better enable us to focus on our exist- 
ing assets, grow cash from operations 
and improve returns for shareholders. 


~ As a result, | remain very confident in 


our strategies, our brand, and our 


future prospects.” —STEVEN SANDOR 


ACTIVISM 
Signed shields delivered 


IRAQ—Two Canadian health workers 
flew to Iraq last week in order to act 
as human shields against a potential 
U.S. invasion. 

Irene Vandas, a registered nurse, and 
Jennifer Ziemann, a home-care worker, 
left last Friday, sponsored by a Chicago- 
based organization called Voices in the 
Wilderness. They are joining a growing 
group in Iraq which so far includes two 
friends and two doctors, including Dr. 
David Swann. (Swann is the former 
Medical Officer of Health for the Palliser 
region, who was fired in October after 
voicing his views on Kyoto.) 

Swann has been writing notes 
back to Canada regarding the situa- 
tion in Iraq. In a note dated Novem- 
ber 29, he writes, “Employment is 
high and children are working in the 
street.... Everyone | spoke to pointed 
to sanctions, and subsequent eco- 
nomic collapse as the root of most of 
their problems. [Iraqi youth] blame 
the West more generally for the loss of 
their childhood and a bleak future and 
are at high risk of physical and mental 


health problems, including violence.” 
Other Westerners who have been 
to Iraq lately have pointed to Saddam 
Hussein's opulent palaces and wonder 
how he can afford such magnificent 
digs when his country is so poor. 
~ The human shield technique was 
also used in Yugoslavia during the 
Kosovo crisis; there, bombing went 


ahead anyways. Vandas and Ziemann 


join several protesters from the U.S. 
and Britain and plan on staying until 


. the end of December. —Kris Meen 


SCIENCE 
Very late-breaking news 


DussetporF/GLASGOW—After rat- 
tling the virgin community just weeks 
ago with findings indicating that 
women who have sex earlier in life 
are less stressed out as they get older, 
science from Germany has a new 
bombshell for them—and the rest of 
all organic life. 

Professor William Martin of the Uni- 
versity of Dusseldorf, along with col- 
league Dr. Michael Russell of the 
Scottish Environmental Research Centre 
in Glasgow, have formulated a new the- 
ory on the origins of life. The common- 
ly accepted theory is that life originated 
in the atmosphere as a result of certain 
chemical reactions. The first strains of 
life then evolved into cells. The new 
theory argues that cells came first, inor- 
ganic ones made of iron sulfide which 
were sitting at the bottom of the ocean. 
Chemicals from convection currents 
moved into them, setting off the requi- 
site reactions, resulting in life. 

While this might seem like six of 
one, half dozen of the other to the 
casual beginning-of-life observer, these 
findings, if they are right, suggest a 
greater likelihood that aliens exist. The 
scientists say this process could happen 
on any planet with a wet, rocky coun- 
tenance, and that even planets and 
large moons in our solar system are 
more likely to be harbouring life than 
previously thought. —Kris MEen 


By PAUL MATWYCHUK 
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Ed: spit or swill? 


“Our first birthday issue drops 
December 14,” editor Shawn Ohler 
proudly announced in the Novem- 
ber 30 edition of F¢d—and what a 
hip and youthful way he chose to 
announce it, too! (“Drops”—yo, 
Straight up, G!) But | suppose 
you've got to stay hep to the lan- 
guage of the streets when you're 
editing the Edmonton Journal’s 
weekly insert targeted at that ultra- 
desirable 18-to-34 demographic. 
According to one report, the 
percentage of young people who 
regularly read newspapers may fall 
below 10 per cent by 2010, a dis- 
astrous trend that the Journal obvi- 
ously hopes the youth-centric Ed 
will help reverse. If they can get 
kids into the habit of reading Fd 
every week, the logic goes, they'll 
eventually graduate into regular 
Journal subscribers when they get 
older. It’s-certainly admirable that 
the Journal has recognized the fact 
that a lot of younger readers feel 
poorly served by the paper, and 
that they've tried to create a mag- 
azine that would speak to them 
But it's also been pretty dismaying 
to watch fd stumble around and 
try to figure out what such a mag- 
azine would consist of. 

In its earliest days, Ed was” 
almost embarrassing in its eager- 
ness to demonstrate how wild and 
crazy it was—nothing at all like the 
stodgy Journal it came wrapped in. 
Instead of some boring old wine 
column, you got wacky reviews of 
coolers and energy drinks called 
“Spit or Swill”! Ed knows its target 
market—oops, | mean “readers” — 
don’t have patience for 2,000- 
word features about the Kyoto 
accord; most Ed articles max out at 
around 500 words, although Ohler 
is willing to let his writers go as 
high as 700 if they're talking to, 
say, a Playboy centrefold or an 
Alberta-born supermodel. 

Under Ohler’s stewardship, 
however, Ed has become less like 
Drew Barrymore in Never Been 
Kissed and matured into... well, 
Drew Barrymore in Charlie’s Angels. 
Features like and “Spit or Swill” 
may be gone, but £d continues to 
display disappointingly little faith 
in young people to accept any- 
thing more challenging than 
dumbed-down lifestyle features. 
On the rare occasions Fd prints a 
political article, it’s something like 
the recent Todd Babiak column 
that used Star Wars as an analogy 
for the war on terrorism. 

Ed is part of a growing trend; 
daily papers in Chicago, Boston and 
Philadelphia have all begun publish- 
ing special “youth editions” in hopes 
of expanding their subscriber base. 
But these papers may only be sow- 
ing the seeds of their own destruc- 
tion; magazines like Ed don’t prepare 
readers for “grown-up” publications 
like the /ournal; all they do ts prepare 
them to watch more TV, © 
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“THIS OLD 


How | turned a 
condom- and 
needle-filled hovel 
into a place | could 
call home 

By LYLE BELL 


at the hell have I gotten 
myself into? I’ve been in 
some tight scrapes and com- 


promising situations before, but this 
Was something else. I’m sitting with 
my mother and father watching the 
parade of crazies traverse haphazardly 
between Crackhouse A on the east 
side of the street to Crackhouse B, a 
house I have just secured for pur- 
chase, on the west. A large man with 
cornrows and a massive facial scar 
peers menacingly at our car before 
disappearing into my house, only to 
reappear moments later clutching a 
brown paper bag and a pipe. I can 
hear parental clucking and tsk-tsking 
as we observe the house across the 
street, which has a derelict refrigerator 
in the front entrance, around which 
an ironically heated argument 
between two prostitutes is taking 
place. I can only imagine what is tran- 


WS deg) DECEMBER 124 DECEMBER! 18,\2002 


spiring inside. A few days later, my 
fears would be confirmed as I would 
personally witness the aftermath and 
reckless squalor of the junkies and 
prostitutes I had displaced. 

My story begins, however, 
months earlier, when I came to the 
realization (as all thirtysomething- 
year-olds eventually do) that renting 
was getting me nowhere. My 
options at the time were either to 
continue building someone else’s 
equity or buy a cheap investment 
house that needed some work. 


feature 


Through friends, I became aware of 
one such house, which I was told 
had the dubious distinction of being 
a “problem house on one of the 
worst streets in the area.” 

The building was located in 
Alberta Avenue, north of 118 
Avenue and east of 97 Street, one of 
Edmonton’s oldest neighbourhoods, 
a somewhat troubled community 
with a rich history and a rough repu- 
tation. It’s also one of the remaining 
devalued areas in the Edmonton 
core where a medium-income family 
or individual can afford to purchase 


- 


4 
4 


a home and where the impoverished 
can afford rent. In the last few years, 
however, the proverbial winds of 
change have been a-blowin’ and the 
area’s relative affordability and prox- 
imity to downtown have attracted 
younger, more socially active resi- 
dents. Which is precisely what 
attracted me to the area. The place 
has potential and a strong sense of 
community. 


Get stuffed 


Abner, the former owner of the 
house, was an interesting guy. I quite 
liked him, although his foibles and 
eccentricities tried my patience and 
nearly kiboshed the deal on more 
than one occasion. He warned me 
that “They'll break down the fuckin’ 
door” if I didn’t occupy the house 
immediately. Since 1 was unable to 
do so, he volunteered to stay for a 
few nights himself, keeping a ham- 
mer, a pair of scissors and a carving 
knife under his makeshift pillow for 
protection. He made it seem like I 
was entering a war zone and that 
they who would break down my fuckin’ 
door were the enemy. 


SEE NEXT PAGE 


Neighbourhood 
watchers 


Community Action Project makes inner 
city liveable, one house at a time 


¥ By DAN RUBINSTEIN 
Se 


acquelyn VandenBorn recalls looking out the front window of her home 
on 94 Street and spotting three prostitutes just a few metres away. They 
. frequently consummated their business amongst the junkies and dealers 
in the boarded-up house across the street, They used to do it in the house 
right beside the cozy character home VandenBorn shares with her husband 
Remko Oosterhuis and the couple's one-year-old daughter Anneka. Last win- 
ter, in fact, there was a well-trodden path through the snow between the two 
derelict houses and people coming and going every 15 minutes. But now that 
Lyle Bell lives next door, VandenBorn might not live in the city’s safest neigh- 
bourhood, but at least she has one fewer problem house to worry about. 5 
“Our street seems to have this never-ending supply of terrible events,” says 
VanderBorn, who's lived here since 2000 and has been the president of the 
Alberta Avenue Community League since September. “But } really like 
neighbourhood. | think it has so much potential, so many beautiful hous 
And | know so many people here—| keep meeting more and more really fasci- 
nating people. Young families, lots of kids. It’s a slow process, but I’m getting 
really connected to this neighbourhood.” 5 
VandenBorn is talking about what Community Action Project community 
organizer Michael Walters refers to as “equitable development.” CAP, which 
focuses on inner-city neighbourhoods like Alberta Avenue, Norwood and 
McCauley, is a five-year-old organization dedicated to fostering community 
leadership and revitalizing neighbourhoods. These terms may sound like jar- 
gon, but there’s no disputing CAP’s grassroots approach. Nor its figures 


Doffing your CAP 


hy 


There are roughly 20,000 homes in the neighbourhoods where CAP is active, minus 
150 derelict houses—many tainted by drugs and prostitution—demolished in the 
last five years. About 100 houses are next on CAP’s “urgent” list, according to Wal- 
ters; they should either be demolished or fixed up, which often entails tracking 
down absentee owners. And over the last five years, he says “thousands” of homes 
haye been upgraded to varying dearees, part of a noticeable trend that’s seeing 
once-eschewed inner-city neighbourhoods becoming desirable places to live. 

“The housing quality in this area has improved dramatically in the last five 
years,” says Walters, who lives in Norwood. “There are still huge pressures. But 
this neighbourhood was bad five years ago. There was almost a derelict house 
on every block.” Not only are dozens of those houses now gone, but with help 
from the city, police and Capital Health, used condoms and syringes on side- 
walks and in back alleys aren’t as commonplace anymore. When you eliminate 
problem houses, Walters says, plus the crack and crime they bring, you get rid 
of people who are not responsible to the community. Sure, he acknowledges, 
Edmonton's low vacancy rate means there’s a serious housing crunch. But that 
doesn’t diminish the need to reduce crime and the fear associated with it. 


The bad kind of donut 


Delving into urban geography theory, Walters explains the donut effect: the 
’60s and ‘70s pattern of people moving out to the suburbs, which saw munici- 
pal resources flee to the outskirts as well, leaving holes in the middle of cities 
Today, with more attention being paid to urban sprawl, it makes more sense 
to live in the urban core. People can buy character houses, fix them up and 
live close to downtown amenities for a fraction of what they'd pay to live in 
the boonies. That means paying as much attention to people already living in 
the neighbourhood as to the newcomers. And it means being leery of large- 
scale developments and rapid transformation. Because if change happens one 
house or one family at a time, it tends to be sustainable. 

“That's the key word—sustainable,” says Walters. “We don’t have any 
interest in top-down development. What's exciting for me is that CAP has 
changed from a reactionary organization to one that wants to build sustain- 
able neighbourhoods. And as more people move in, everybody kind of gets 
caught up in the swell. People are moving here not just as an investment.” 

Jacquelyn VanderBorm, sitting in her living room with her dog sleeping on 
the couch and Anneka gleefully romping around on the floor, talks about once 
living on the fringe of the ghetto in Grand Rapids, Michigan. It was a much 
more dangerous place than anywhere in Edmonton. Still, she’s leery about 
being outside here at night. But if her husband's work keeps them in the city, 
this neighbourhood is where they're staying. A diverse, multi-ethnic popula- 
tion is moving in and the couple envisions new businesses springing up along 
118 Avenue to cater to an emerging clientele. “It has to be people willing to 
take a chance,” Remko Oosterhuis says about what it takes to stick it out in 
Alberta Avenue. “You don’t just move in and set up your furniture, It has to be 
people willing to put in some sweat equity.” 

“We've invested so much time and energy into this block,” VandenBorn 
adds, “I don’t want to move.” @ 
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By RICHARD BURNETT 


Fiya Burn 


| last travelled to Jamaica for Reggae Sun- 


splash back in the summer of 1991 and - 


hung out backstage for a week with the 
likes of Rita Marley and South African 
superstar Lucky Dube. | had an amazing 
time. But | will not return to the island 
nation—because | want to live. 

Jamaica is, hands-down, the most 
homophobic country in the Caribbean; 
in fact, gay-bashing has become so com- 
mon that in October two gay Jamaicans 
were granted asylum in the U.K. Accord- 
ing to the London Observer, more than 
30 gay men—“batty boys” or “chi chi 
men” in Jamaican slang—have been 
lynched in Jamaica over the past five 
years. Last year, one was shot dead as he 
was seeking refuge in a churchyard. A 
few weeks later, a group of university 
students were almost beaten to death. 

When | challenged dancehall super- 
star Buju Banton about his 1992 song 
“Boom Bye Bye” (which advocates gun- 
ning down batty boys with Uzis) soon 
after he had converted to Rastafarianism 


in 1996, Banton told me, “‘Boom Bye 
Bye’ means judgment, do you under- 
stand? Nothing don’t change because 
my feelings about family don’t change. 
And the song has a good message.” 

Even modern-roots saviour Luciano 
told me just last month, “The way 
some people are living is wrong. Some 
of their sexual practices are definitely 
not right. So | understand when peo- 
ple speak out against this.” 

The problem is, people are not just 
speaking out. The reggae world is now 
polarized by the “Fiya Burn” controver- 
sy ignited in the summer of 2000 when 
fundamentalist Rastas (known as 
Boboshantis and Bobo Dreads) exhort- 
ed their fans with “Fire Burn” lyrics to 
torch all symbols of Babylon. That also 
means killing batty boys, as exemplified 
by dancehall quartet TOK’s recent #1 
burn-battyman anthem “Chi Chi Man.” 

Unfortunately the Fire Burn message 
has spread beyond the shores of 
Jamaica. For instance, one night in Octo- 
ber while attending the African and 
African Descendants World Conference 
Against Racism in Bridgetown, Barbados, 
Montrealer Peter Flegel and a 19-year- 
old Barbadian activist—both of them 
openly gay—were surrounded by 15 
delegates who stood in a circle chanting, 
“Burn! Burn! Burn! Fiya! Fiya! Fiya!” 

“| [also] walked along the beaches 
and one evening we were called batty 
man and chi chi man from people as 
young a8 eight or nine years old,” Flegel 
told me last week after attending yet 
another United Nations working group 
on racism, this time in Geneva. “Those 
words are Jamaican words—the popular- 
ity of reggae is starting to shape attitudes 
in the region, and that is dangerous.” 

Flegel adds that homophobia is just 
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as bad in Toronto’s huge West Indian 
community. “One of the problems 
with the queer movement,” he says, “is 
organizers send white activists to [con- 
ferences], so blacks can then say [gay 
life] is just another form of Western 
imperialism. So an effort needs to be 
made to include people of colour. 
Another thing is gay people of colour 
need to become more visible. It’s hard 
but it needs to be done. | am openly 
gay. At my church | am openly gay. But 
| can’t do everything on my own.” 

He certainly tries. Flegel is youth 
choir director at Montreal’s famed 
Union United Church and he co-found- 
ed Montreal's gay-positive Black Youth 
in Action group in ‘99. He also recently 
started an informal discussion group 
for closeted blacks aged 18 to 30. 

But Flegel saves his harshest words 
for homophobic reggae performers. 
“They are making money in the north 
and fuelling homophobic attacks,” he 
says angrily. “We have the responsibili- 
ty to censor them. The line | would 
draw is when they incite people to 
kill—their music isn’t just about why 
they don’t like homosexuals.” 

Or, as white U.K. gay activist Peter 
Tatchell recently noted, “If gay singer . 
George Michael wrote a song urging the 
lynching of black people, would any 
record company agree to release it? 
Would he get radio airplay and promo- 
tion in the music press? | don’t think so.” 

Still, | love roots reggae, a musical 
genre that, ironically enough, celebrates 
the Rasta tenets of peace, love and under- 
standing. But | love my life even more, so 
| refuse to ever return to Jamaica. 

“One Love,” the great Bob Marley 
once sang. But | wonder whether 
even Bob is rolling over in his grave. O 


Crackhouse 
Continued from previous page 

I even found myself starting to 
buy into Abner’s worldview, even 
though in actuality, the house’s for- 
mer occupants expressed little inter- 
est in their dwelling and possessions 
once it was clear the building had 
been sold—no one even laid claim to 
the pile of stuffed birds and mounted 
fish teetering precariously on the 
stove in the porch area. (Apparently 
there’s an unofficial law requiring all 
crackhouses to have a vestigial appli- 
ance barring entry.) Abner told me I 
could help myself to the hunting tro- 
phies and give them to “the kids.” I 
demurred and instead took an apple 
from him which would end up par- 
tially decomposing in the wheel well 
of my van. I left the house after 
watching Abner accidentally smash 
the bathroom window in an attempt 
to fortify the top floor. Paranoia had 
set in and it was depressing to watch. 

A week later I was informed that 
the fridge house across the way was 
being boarded up, having been con- 
demned a week before by the Capital 
Health Authority as being unfit for 
human habitation. I was told to 
board my house up to keep the 
denizens from simply moving over en 
masse to my place. After assembling a 
crack team (pun intended) to help 
with the job, we discovered a pistol 
wrapped in a pair of dirty jeans (not 
the fashionable dirty denim, either) 
and stuffed into a hole in the siding. 
We turned the weapon over to the 
police, who nonchalantly disposed of 


it as if finding abandoned handguns 
were an everyday occurrence—which, 
in retrospect, it may well have been. 


Barbie’s dream house 


Re-entering the house after my pos- 
session date was a tedious affair. The 
former tenants, occupants and clients 
had left quickly when the police first 
arrived. A nauseating smell of rotting. 
food and bacon grease pervaded the 
air. The furniture was broken and 
upturned and personal items and 
clothes were scattered pell-mell as 
their owners made their hasty exit. 
The house was apparently not empty 
like Abner had promised. Drug para- 
phernalia was everywhere. Needles, 
pipes, spoons and broken glass lit- 
tered the floors. Burnt Brillo pad filter 
balls rolled like tiny tumbleweeds 
across the counter as I swept into the 
kitchen. The toilet had been smashed 
and then used repeatedly in its dilapi- 
dated state, causing flooding. I’m no 
Bob Vila, but I could tell this place 
was going to need some work. 

I soon found that Abner’s para- 
noia was starting to rub off on me. I 
imagined voices and footsteps as I 
worked away, scrubbing blood off the 
walls and disposing of used condoms. 
At first, it was simple to dismiss my 
house's previous occupants as noth- 
ing more than a pack of crazies, but 
as the cleaning progressed, I was find- 
ing them all too human to despise. In 
the downstairs flop room, I was over- 
come by a profound sense of sadness 
as I found family mementos and a 
pile of discarded baby clothes hidden 
under an overturned, urine-soaked 


mattress: Touches of humanity were 
everywhere. In the backyard, there 
were two kids’ bicycles, a soccer ball 
and a Barbie. The upstairs bedroom 
wall had “Keep it real” scrawled 
beside a smiley face that seemed to 
belie a desperate sense of hope. 


Mystery in a box 


The former tenants no longer seemed 
so menacing and I now pondered 
where some of them had gone. | felt 
empathy for their situation since, 
while I didn’t approve of their chosen 
lifestyle, I felt partially responsible for 
their recent upheaval. These people 
had been forced out so abruptly that 
they had abandoned what meager 
possessions they had, including a 
peculiar black plastic box we found 
amongst the detritus which resisted 
all our attempts to pry it open. 

Over the next couple of weeks, 
the house slowly transformed. Hours 
of hard labour by myself, my friends 
and my parents (who have helped 
out a ton) have made the place liv- 
able and comfortable. There is still 
much work to be done, but the street 
is now quiet and placidly suburban in 
many ways. I feel safe there and my 
house, now needle- and condom-free, 
is feeling more and more like home. 

As for the box, we finally jimmied 
the lid and discovered that it con- 
tained someone’s cremated remains, 4 
chilling reminder of the people who 
lived here before me and the hasti- 
ness of their departure. I’ve tried to 
find out who that person might be 
and who the box belongs to, but 
even Abner has no clue.@ 


By SIBYLLE PREUSCHAT 


Pll be holistic for Christmas 


Theoretically, we've entered the season 
of light, love and goodwill. But if your 
blood pressure is rising and you're 
starting to feel overwhelmed, you're 
not alone. This season makes all kinds 
of demands on our bodies, psyches 
and pocketbooks. Take your average 
mall, for instance. We’re talking 
crowds, fluorescent lights, canned air, 
scented Christmas candles and decora- 


Fender Squier 
Electric Pak 
(includes amp, tuner, bag, 
Strings, picks, cable, strap 
and video) 


. Wrestling down the 


tions oozing chemicals, screaming kids 
.and ample amounts of foods laced 
with sugar and hydrogenated fats, 

If any of this sounds familiar, con- 
sider adopting a multi-layered de- 
stressing plan. Start by 


money demon. Rack- 
ing up debt seriously 
increases the blues. 
Make a gift list and a 
budget, and stick to it. 

Next, look at your 
time. Is there any set 
aside for you—for a 
massage, for a walk in 
the park, for contem- 
plation? And if you‘re 
feeling like it’s hard to 
spend time with the 
People you want to be 
with, invite friends or - 
family to share holiday obligations like 
shopping or cooking. You can turn the 
tough stuff into the gabby 21st-centu- 
Ty equivalent of a work bee. 

Note that parties will expose you 
to cigarette smoke and fumes from 
dry cleaning, perfume and hairspray. 


Yamaha 
Portable keyboards 
from $ 185. 
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Keeping up your fruit and veggie 
intake and downing some extra 
antioxidants (vitamins A, C and E, 
beta-carotene, selenium and zinc) 
will help you navigate the noxious 
air with minimum 
mood alteration. 

Few things bring 
} On irritability as fast as 
low blood sugar and a 
bloated digestive 
tract. To help keep 
your blood sugar and 
mood steady, don’t 
substitute sweet treats 
for meals, and do take 
a multi-mineral sup- 
plement that includes 
chromium. Extra aci- 
dophilus throughout 
the holidays will help 
your gut keep up with 
the annual eating Olympics. And so 
will plant-based digestive enzymes. 
Down two capsules at the beginning of 
every rich meal and two more at the 
start of every new course. 

A glass of red wine before a meal 
will rev up your digestive juices, and 


Yamaha 
5-piece drumset 
w/ hardware & wood 
snare 


$ 699.° 


Fender Squier 
SA-100 Acoustic Pak 
(includes bag, pitch 
pipes, picks & book) 


$199. 


another glass during your meal will 
help, too. But more than two will sup- 
Press your gastric juices. Wait an hour 
before drinking again. If you're plan- 
ning to imbibe to excess, B vitamins, a 
multi-mineral supplement, plenty of 
water and 1,000 milligrams of pan- 
tethine daily (S00 before drinking, 500 
after) will minimize the consequences. 

Here’s some more advice from a 
variety of experts on coping with 
holiday stress. 

“This is one of the best times of year 
to think about cleaning up your mental 
environment. Christmas should be 
about getting together with family and 
friends, but most people do the oppo- 
site—hit the malls and max out their 
credit cards. If they're at the beginning 
of mental dysfunction, Christmas eggs 
them on. | try to stay focussed on not 
losing control of my Christmas, then 
every so often | do reality checks to see 
how I'm doing.” —Katie Las, auTHOR OF 
CULTURE JAM, EDITOR OF ADBUSTERS MAGAZINE 

“Magnesium, calcium and B vita- 
mins help you cope with noise and fraz- 


SEE PAGE 14 


Blessing 
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5-piece drumset 
w/ cymbals, throne & 
hardware 
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Audio Technica 
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Mind, Body & Soul 
Continued from page 15 


zled- nerves. Green tea contains an 
amino acid called L-theanine that 
directly stimulates the production of 
alpha brainwaves, promoting a state of 
deep relaxation combined with alert- 
ness. L-theanine offsets the caffeine in 
green tea. Two to four cups a day 
would help control anxiety and stress. If 
you drink a lot, you'll be really Zenned 
out.” —ZoLTaN Rona, HousTic M.D. 


“The holidays are a good time to 
practise trusting yourself. If you have 
an intuition that you do or don’t want 
to go somewhere, trust it. Know that 
there may be someone disappointed 
with any choice you make. Accept dif- 
ferences between people, don’t force 
your obligations on them, and trust 
others’ natural timing.” —Larry Nus- 
BAUM, M.D. AND PSYCHOTHERAPIST 

“You don’t have to eat everything 
on your plate. Just eat what you think 
is good for you and don’t comment 
on the things you don’t think are 


good for you. Double-dipping is very 
unkind, and unhealthy too. Your saliva 
ends up in someone else’s mouth.” — 
ADEODATA CZINK, ETIQUETTE TEACHER 
“Don’t eat sweets or fruit within an 
hour of your meal. These foods interfere 
with the breakdown of proteins and 


fats, possibly causing indigestion. Avoid | 


mixing bean protein with dairy or meat 
protein. Don’t drink black tea or coffee 
within an hour of your meal. Don’t drink 
cold water just before a meal; it will shut 
down your digestive juices,” —Tar) Lee 
CORNISH, NUTRITIONAL CONSULTANT @ 


Are you a REAL MAN? 
Take this quick test 


Select the figure that best represents you. 


A 


drives: se K-car with left 
signal light perpetually on. 
plays: bridge 

drinks: ovatitine 
listens to: wife nagging 


drives: company car 
plays: monopoly 

drinks: hatt-caf-latté 
listens to: Kenny a. 


drives: drunk 

plays: gut bucket 
drinks: moonshine 
listens to: Elis ... DUH 


drives: 4x4 duatlie 
Plays: hockey ... DUH 
drinks: brewskies 
listens to: Maiden, Priest, 


Zep, Floyd, and NO VAN-HAGAR 


Did you select "D"? 


if so, you are a REAL MAN, and as such you 
deserve some great prizes! 


Enter the VUEWEEKLY 
KING OF THE MULLETS CONTEST 


before Dec 17 at noon. 
(We extended this one to let you proove your manhood to us) 


Send us a current picture of your and your mullet, include your name, & 
daytime phone number to: Vue Weekly 10303-108 St. T5J 1L7, fax to 426- 
1996, or email pic and info to mullets@vue.ab.ca 
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‘Vue’s resident style 
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arbiter registers her 
disgust with all 
things ’80s retro 


By JULIANN WILDING 


idn’t we say goodbye to this 
Dp: 20 years ago? Big hair? 
Wave bangs? Arcs of pastel 
eyeshadow? ‘80s fashions—ugh. I’m 
always interested in extremes, but 
not extremes that the whole world 
already indulged in—and realized, in 
hindsight, that they were actually... 
well, kind of lame. Are some of you 
really doing the glam girl thing 
again? The logic of it is obvious, | 
know, but just because fashion runs 
in circles doesn’t mean we need to be 
subjected to this stuff all over again. 
It’s a lot more interesting when we 
combine those nostalgic and kitschy 
items of the ’80s with the progressive 
ideas of this generation’s designers. 
Guys, do you really want to be dating 
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Bustier (MKS Sola): Night Owl Imports 


Killing Joke skirt (Miss Sixty): Gravity Pope 


somebody who suddenly looks exact- 
ly the way your older sister looked 
when you were growing up, when she 
loved Duran Duran and wore leggings 
and snoulder pads? Girls, do you real- 
ly want to look like a trashy, big- 
haired aerobics slut? This kind of 
cheese doesn't get better with age. 
Those of us who lived through 
the ‘80s can only regard retro fash- 
ions with an older and more critical 
eye and realize that just because 
something works on the runway in 
a couture show doesn’t mean it will 
translate into a wearable, everyday 
look. High-end runway shows are a 
much better platform for ironic 
fashion statements, and they can 


Ss PFPRr 


A division of Lines & Legends 


get away with a higher level of 
unbridled weirdo creativity than 
ready-to-wear designs simply 
because those items only get worn 
on the runway—there’s very little 
trickle-down of that stuff into main- 
stream fashion houses. 


What I’m trying to say is that 
instead of copycatting an extreme 
retro look in its entirety, it’s much 
smarter to try incorporating the 
cooler, More interesting elements of 
‘80s fashion into other things you're 
wearing. It displays more imagina- 


SALON 


Massage / Esthetics / Hair 


Step Mother top (Fornarina): Gravity Pope 


tion—and it prevents you from 
wincing 10 years from now as you 
look at snapshots of yourself. People 
who actually lived through the ’80s 
have entire photo albums that they 
can’t even open without shuddering 
at how they looked. Don’t consign 
yourself to the same horrible fate. © 


Photos, styling and concept: Francis 
Tetrault * Model: Oksana * Makeup 
and styling: Yuanita Klatt (Fuss Art of 
Hair) * Hair: Andor Bubelenyi (Fuss Art 
of Hair) © Location: Show suite, 
Executive Lofts ¢ Location provided by 
Oneil Knight (Sutton Real Estate) and 
Randall White (Worthington Properties) 


This light-as-air Blundstone 
provides just about the most stable 
walking platform a foot can have. 

The secret’s in the wedgy sole. 

Another secret in that sole: the patented 
Blundstone SPS Shock Protection System. 
This innovation reduces the impact 

of each foot strike by 33% — without 
the use of leaky gels or trick 
technology that breaks 
down over time. 
Surprise your feet. 
Give them a 
nice wedgy. 
The Doubleseam 
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Kiss kiss, bang 
bang, talk talk 


Afterglow permits 
movie fans one last 
visit with critic 
Pauline Kael 


-BY PAUL MATWYCHUK 


en journalist Hal Espen 
interviewed the legendary 
movie critic Pauline Kael.in 


1994, it had been three years since 
she published her last review; her 
advanced age, the encroaching 
effects of Parkinson’s and (perhaps 
most debilitating of all) the absence 
of any movies stim- [jy a 
ulating enough to fF. 
justify being writ- F 
ten about had all 
contributed to her decision to retire 
from the New Yorker. Kael had been 
writing for that magazine for 23 
years—earning a reputation in the 
process as perhaps the most gifted 
and influential film writer of all 
time—and you can get a sense of the 
feelings of loss her fans felt at the 
sudden absence of her voice, their 
hunger for her opinions on all the 
movies that were being made since 
she stepped down, when Espen clos- 
es his interview by asking her, “If you 
feel you can’t write, why shouldn’t 
you do monthly interviews?” 

“Because it’s not the same,” Kael 
replied. “This is just off the top of 
the head—it’s not like giving your- 
self to a subject.” 

Maybe so, but the occasional inter- 
views she gave between her retirement 
in 1991 and her death on September 
3, 2001 (many of which were collected 
in Will Brantley’s indispensible 1995 
anthology Conversations with Pauline 
Kael) have been all Kael’s legions of 
admirers have had to content our- 
selves with. Still, Kael was a famously 
gregarious and profane conversational- 
ist while she was alive, and while 
those interviews may not hold the 
passion or the analytical layers that 
her best reviews offer, they still crackle 
with her unsentimental wit. (For 
instance, she was once asked, “I’ve 
heard a few people say that they have 
stopped reading you because you have 
made them feel stupid at times for lik- 
ing movies they shouldn’t. Have you 
ever—” “Tough,” she replied.) 


Snakes and Adlers 


Now Francis Davis, a jazz writer and 
a friend of Kael’s, has published the 
slim volume Afterglow: A Last 
Conversation with Pauline Kael, 
and it’s something of a disappoint- 
ment that Davis failed to capitalize 
on his status as Kael’s final interview- 
er to delve deeper into her career or 
her opinions than he chose to. “If 
my questions to Pauline occasionally 
sound like those of a sycophant,” he 
writes in his introduction, “then so 
be it.” He deliberately avoids asking 
her questions about any of her three 
marriages, for instance, or the affair 
with the gay poet James Broughton 


= books 


that produced her only child; and | 
wished he'd seized the opportunity 
to get her to open up more about her 
stint in the early ’80s as a production 
consultant at Paramount Pictures, a 
period she has never talked about in 
any depth. It also would have been 
nice if Davis could have probed her a 
little more about her reaction to 
Renata Adler’s notorious 1980 anti- 
Kael hatchet piece in The New York 
Review of Books, a subject previous 
Kael interviewers have pretty much 
avoided completely. 

Nevertheless, Davis finds plenty of 
fresh subjects to get Kael talking about 
all the same. He asks her about her 
favourite TV shows, for instance, and 
while it doesn’t 
come as much of a 
shock to hear that 
she adores Sex and 
the City, 1 was surprised she had so 
much patience for the self-conscious 
banter of The West Wing. (“Martin 
Sheen is as credible as most presidents 
in the media,” she says. “He’s such a 
noble, decent weakling that it’s rather 
touching.”) And hey—turns out she’s 
even a Law and Order fan! 


Kubrick’s rube 


But naturally, most of the talk 
revolves around movies. She likes 
Paul Thomas Anderson (“I don’t fully 
understand what he's up to, or know 
if he’s up to anything yet, but his 
movies are fun to watch”); she still 
sticks up for Brian de Palma (“Why 
didn’t Snake Eyes get appropriate 
notice? And people get acclaim for 
tedious little film noir things that go 
on endlessly!”); she’s frustrated by 
Steven Spielberg (“I think he had it 
in him to be a more fluid, far-out 
director. But instead, he’s become a 
melodramatist”), hilariously dismis- 
sive of Stanley Kubrick (“Eyes Wide 
Shut was ludicrous from the word 
go—a creepily bad movie”) and 
shows surprisingly little interest any- 
more in Martin Scorsese. (“He was 
great, but now he’s become kind of 
blah. His movies are terrible, and the 
music in them is terrible”). 

Of course, it’s always especially 
gratifying to hear Pauline Kael echo 
your enthusiasm for performers you 
thought you were the only person in 
the world who'd ever noticed them— 
I privately exulted, for instance, when 
Kael singled out Fairuza Balk as “one 
of the best actresses in movies” or 
raved about Mike Nichols’s amazing, 
virtuoso performance in The Designat- 
ed Mourner. 

In other words, whatever short- 
comings and omissions Afterglow 
may possess, the fact remains that 
it’s still an interview with Pauline Kael. 
That may not mean much to people 
coming to her work for the very first 
time, but to their objections, all a 
Kael fan can really do is say, 
“Tough”—and keep on reading. @ 
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Expertence 


The Marmot team 
has spent all 
summer getting 
ready for winter 


By HART GOLBECK 


1 Nifio is playing with our 
| but sooner or later it’s 

going to snow. I mean, it has 
to, right? And when it does, Marmot 
will be ready. 

It's been a busy summer at Mar- 
mot, where they've continued to 
pluck trees from Chalet Slope and 
open up mote terrain for glade ski- 
ing and boarding. 
Eagles East has 
been developed as 
well and now you 
can actually see 
the runs amongst 
the trees. That’s an 
improvement 
upon last year when I ventured 
down and had quite an adventure 
trying to navigate the densely tree- 
covered slope. Now, however, 
foresters with the aid of choppers 
have removed upwards of 600 trees. 
The slope may look intimidating 
from the summit of the Eagle Ridge 
quad, but once you dive in, the 
slope mellows out and your heart- 
beat can return to normal. Izzie’s 
Everglades will become your 
favourite run in no time. 

If you like boarding off the 
trail, then Caribou Knoll is another 
hidden gem not often experienced 


Introducing 
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THTGIR@G 


by the average snow enthusiast. I 
was first introduced to the Knoll in 
the early '90s while packing a cam- 
era for SkiTV. We hooked up with 
Rob, an avid boarder who suggest- 
ed, “If you want powder and hits, 
then Caribou Knoll is the place to 
0.” It looked like Rob had spent a 
lot of time in the trees—his down- 
fill jacket was held together by 
nothing more than a few strands 
of duct tape. 

This was at a time when board- 
ing had not quite penetrated the 
Mainstream and Rob was willing to 
do almost anything to get on film. 
Zeke, Pash, Rob and | trudged into 
the unknown and although I had 
trouble at first zooming in on the 


guys, it quickly became apparent 
that Rob would be easy to spot. The 
tipping of the jacket as he crashed 
through the trees gave him away, a 
sound that would be followed by a 
leap through the air off a hit only 
he could spot and a crash landing 
at my feet. 

We returned to the Knoll several 
times that day, as conditions made 
for excellent filming. Rob was 
pumped (the term “stoked” had not 
been invented) and during a break 
he let on that his leg just came out 
of a cast and he was pretty happy 
just to be doing his thing again. 


2003 Maehiann 


Subaru Legacy was rated 


best in Class” six times in the 
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One word of caution: if you head 
down into the Knoll, don’t stray too 
far to the left, as you'll end up in 
Never-Never Land with a serious 
hike up to the fourth parking lot. 


Boards of Canada 


The marketing guys at Marmot have 
evidently been paying attention to 
the demands of boarders, as they 
have finally developed the begin- 
nings of a decent terrain park. 
Reachable by ascending on the Par- 
adise Triple or Kiefer T-Bar, it was 
fenced and had a good slope with 
hits and even some rails installed by 
the end of the year. This year it will 
become part of an actual 
skier/boarder 
racecourse, which 
will develop as 
the snow flies 

Marmot doesn’t 
have an extensive 
snowmaking sys- 
tem and they'll 
have to farm the snow to develop 
the features, so don’t expect it on 
opening weekend. 

For now, we'll have to make our 
turns elsewhere as we wait upon the 
snow gods to decide Marmot's open- 
ing date. They need at least another 
30 centimetres of the white stuff 
before their groomers can take to the 
slopes and the lifts start rolling, Don’t 
fear, though. The Farmer’s Almanac, 
which is more right than wrong, is 
predicting some heavy upcoming 
snowfalls and El Nifio really gave us a 
midwinter blast the last time it visited 
our area back in 1997.0 


of Canada (AJAC), Car of the 
vards are a remarkable testament 
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Super—thanks for asking! 


By RICK OVERWATER 


It‘s no secret that there isn’t enough 
snow to provide the base we're used to 
riding on in the Rockies—and it looks like 
we'll just have wait patiently until it gets 
here. There is some good news in Cal- 
gary, however, says Canada Olympic 
Park’s Mike Tanner. All they need is a little 
more cold weather for snowmaking pur- 
poses and COP’s Terrain Park will soon 
provide future pros with plenty to do. 
Not only is Tanner upping the number of 
the rails, but they are also finally building 
what Alberta’s best competitive riders 
have been clamouring for: a superpipe. 

It was just a little over four years ago 
that the trials for the first Canadian 
Olympic snowboard team were held at 
COP and pros like Mike Michalchuk, 
Brent Carpentier and Trevor Andrew 
were praising the flawless pipe. But snow- 
boarding has evolved quickly since then, 
and so did the dimensions of competi- 
tion halfpipes, rendering the COP pipe 
smaller than the industry standard. Many 
local pros were quite vocal about their 
disappointment with COP, slamming the 
hill for not keeping up with the times. But 
upgrading, according to Tanner, wasn’t 
as simple as everyone seemed to think. 

“Everybody wanted a bigger pipe, 
but the dimensions kept changing a lot,” 
says Tanner, who has been looking after 
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COP’s snowmaking for 16 years. 
"They've levelled out—there’s been a 
common agreement on what the size of 
a pipe should be. There's an international 
superpipe now.” For Tanner and his assis- 
tant (respected Calgary rider Wade Cose, 
who has a lot of jump-building experi- 
ence himself), this means stretching the 
pipe from its previous 100-metre length 
to 150 metres. The three-and-half-metre 
pipe walls will now be extended to four 
and a half metres. The drive to these new 
dimensions has a lot do with the evolu- 
tion of halfpipe technique. As riders get 
more technical, they require more speed 
and more airtime—hence the need for a 
steeper pipe, not just a bigger one. That 
meant actually digging into the dirt and 
changing the pitch of the slope from 13 
degrees to almost 17 degrees. 


Put that in your pipe 
and stoke it 


The building of a world-class pipe in 
Calgary has big implications. Tanner fig- 
ures this will be one of three superpipes 
in Alberta, and the only one that up- 
and-coming young riders can access 
right inside a city. Construction of the 
superpipe is part of a $260 million plan 
by COP and CODA to transform the hill 
into a world-class centre for Canadian 
Olympic excellence. This means Alber- 
tans will be able to practice their skills 
on the same pipe they'd be riding in 
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international competition. And, seeing 
as the Canadian Snowboard Federa- 
tion’s headquarters are in Calgary, it’s 
only a matter of time before F.I.5 
events take place in Cowtown—which 
will benefit the city’s image as a major 
sporting centre, not to mention attract- 
ing some tourist dollars in the process. 

Before this can all to come to 
fruition, however, Tanner needs just 
one brief cold snap. “It’s not actually 
open yet but we're just about there,’ 
says Tanner. “What we need is about 
five or six good nights of snowmaking 
and a couple nights of Cat work.” 


By HART GOLBECK 


White Washington 


Last week, Virginia, Pennsylvania and 
Washington, D.C. suffered through a 
huge snowstorm that dumped between 
20 and 30 centimetres’ worth of the 
white stuff upon them—more snow in 
one storm than they usually receive all 
winter. Why couldn’t we suffer a little 
like them? Our resorts are dying for a 
blanket or two so that they can open 
some more terrain—or for some, just to 
be able to say, “We're open!” 


Smart skis 


New on the market this year are skis 
which utilize computer technology 
Head Tyrolia has developed boards 
with implanted “intellifibres” that 
change the stiffness of your skis. To 
put it in simple terms, the more your 
skis vibrate—like on a hard pack run 
when you’re ripping a carve—the 
stiffer they get, but if you’re grooving 
through some powder the skis soften 
right up. Response time is measured in 
milliseconds, allowing the skis to make 
instantaneous changes to conditions. 


No happy tunes at Whistler 


Alberta's Rockies aren’t the only resorts 
without snow. Usually, Whistler/Black- 
comb is snowed under by this time 0! 
year—their Alpine World Cup races have 
even been taken away because of the 
unpredictability of too much snow. They 
have three webcams on the go, and the 
last time | checked their terrain park 
looked awfully green. This year, instead of 
their big dumps sticking around, they've 
been slammed by heavy rainstorms, 
washing away the previous night's 
deposits, Nevertheless, this week's forecast 
looks a lot more promising, just in time 
for their big World Cup boarder weekend. 


Huck fest 


Snowboarders are once again expanding 
their boundaries, this time by taking it to 
the streets—iterally. As seen recently 0" 

SPREE TRO 2: EE 
SEE NEXT PAGE 


Song of Norquay 


Don’t let old tales 
of super-steep hills 
dissuade you from 
visiting nearby hill 


1 Nifio or not, Banff @ Norquay 
E: showing their defiant spirit 
and opening 
for business this | 
weekend. They’ve [ 
managed to lay 
down a 40-centimetre man-made 
base on six of their 28 runs and four 
of their lifts will be in full operation. 
Mount Norquay is slowly dis- 
pelling the misconception that the 
hill is too steep for the average skier. 
That may have been true 20 years ago 
when our ski club, the Mountain Rid- 
ers, avoided it like the plague, having 
heard all the horror stories about 


Standing at the top of the North 
American run and being able to see 
the old lodge through your ski tips. 
That run is still there, but a whole lot 
of new terrain has been developed, to 
the point where at least half of 
Norquay’s slopes are designated as 
beginner and intermediate, and the 
new shorter skis allow for much easier 
Navigation of these double black dia- 
mond slopes. The only problem with 
these shaped skis 
I've found is that I 
can no longer place 
the lodge between 
the tips, as 35 centimetres seem to be 
missing and the new timber lodge is a 
heck of a lot bigger. 


Alone in a Lone 


Located just 10 minutes outside of 
Banff, Norquay is the closest resort 
to this party town. I found you 
could be at the top of a chair gore 


Fall Lines 
Continued from previous page 


The RE: Evolution of Sports, selected 
boarders from across the globe gathered 
in Niagara Falls, New York at the steps of 
a downtown building to test their skills. 
All that was required to stage the event 
were some steps with a handrail down 


‘Prakash C Arearvest 


We've got it all, 


How long can You * 
hold your B feaTh 


Southwestem Alberla's Rocky Mountain powder hideaway 
with 865 cms average snowfall, Experience Canada’s 
longest continuous fall tine on 1600 skiable acres. 

~ Glades, chutes, bowls and in-bounds back country, 


the centre and a couple of sidewalls. Put 
a ramp at the top and a couple of wheel- 
barrows of snow on the landing and 
they were ready to go. After 45 minutes 
of competing the winner walked away 
with a cool ten grand, some of which he 
will undoubtedly use to replace his 
board, which was seriously gouged after 
continuously grinding against the con- 
crete walls and landing. © 


MOUNTAIN RESORT 
Pincher Creek Alberta 


www.castlemountainresort.com 


long before you ever get to the park- 
ing lot of Sunshine or Lake Louise, 

Locals descend here regularly 
because of the location and the fact 
that you can purchase lift tickets by 
the hour. Their 24,000-square-foot 
lodge ranks as one of the best base 
stations in North America— 
although when I say that, I may be 
influenced by the time my buddies 
and I visited there last year after 
blasting down Excalibur and Illusion 
and found the Lone Pine Pub to be 
nearly deserted, giving us plenty of 
room to stretch out and enjoy the 
spectacular view through their two- 
storey windows. It was easy to take 
in the sights of the boarders attack- 
ing the halfpipe with the snowboard 
park front and centre. 

Many of you just drive by 
Norquay on the way to Sunshine 
and Louise and you never turn 
tight. But this year, with early con- 
ditions in the state they’re in, it may 
be just the right time to stop in. 
Don’t let old stories discourage you; 
1 know I’m glad I overcame my fears 
and discovered the new Norquay. ® 


4211-106 Street 
Edmonton, AB 
413-4554 


www. TheEasyRider.com 


mountain village cw. 
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By DAN JANCEWICZ 


This must be the base 


Although you'll never see it when 
you're riding on your board, the base 
plays a crucial role in determining not 
just how fast you get down the hill, 
but also how long the board might 
have to spend in a repair shop 
if it ever gets whacked. Com- 
promises must be made when 
choosing the best type for your 
riding needs, so let's get back 
to the base-ics. 

The underside of a snow- 
board will come in one of three more- 
or-less common varieties. In order of 
increasing quality and cost, they are 
extruded, sintered and graphite. 
PVC/polyethylene (usually called P- 
tex, a common brand) is molded into 
differing thicknesses from melted 
batches of pellets that are pressure-fed 
through a die. An extruded base—the 
kind found on about three-quarters of 
the snowboards being sold these 
days—is composed of a lower-density 
PVC which is the least expensive for 


UNITED 


Snowboard 


Package 


Board 
Boots 
Bindings 


people to repair after a rock grinds a 
nasty gouge into the bottom... espe- 
cially during early-season riding or 
during these lousy, warm, snowless 
winters. The fact that these boards are 
easier and cheaper to fix, however, 
should also be a tip-off that they are 
equally easy to damage. Although 
extruded bases are likely to be found 
on all lower-end boards, even if you're 
paying more for your ride, be sure to 
check the spec sheet sticker, brochure 
or website about your board of choice 
_to know what you're getting. Some 
manufacturers may get away with 
charging a mint for a lesser-quality 
product due simply to brand power. 
Sintered bases are made of PVC 
which was cooked more slowly and 
under greater pressure, allowing the 
molecules to bond together tightly. 
The higher-density polyethylene is 
thus much more resistant to abrasion 
and impact (although not on your 


The fact that these boards are 
easier and cheaper to fix, however, 
should also be a tip-off that they are 


equally easy to damage 


wallet). Unfortunately, while extruded 
bases can have minor dings and 
gouges fixed with repair candles at 
home, the sintered variety requires 
very high temperatures to bond to the 
base, which means the materials 
won't adhere. And you will certainly 
pay more for fixes at a repair shop. 
Besides durability, sintered bases have 
another advantage over extruded 
bases—namely, the ability to absorb 
approximately three times more wax, 
which means much higher speeds 
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over a longer riding period. 

The least common base avail- 
able is the graphite type-very high- 
concept stuff. During the PVC 
melting process, graphite is added 
to sintered base material until it 
makes up as much as 15 per cent of 
the total mixture. Though a small 
sacrifice is made to the board’s 
durability, this additive reduces the 
coefficient of friction (the factor 
determining how slow you go) by 
increasing thermal and electrical 
conductivity. As a snowboard cruis- 
es down a slope, friction and heat 
are created. This heat melts the 
snow directly under you, creating a 
slippery surface to glide down 
upon. However, the heat has to be 
transferred away quickly because 
water that is not repelled effectively 
will gather and create suction, 
increasing drag—imaging trying to 
pick up a glass or plate off a wet 
table. Being more able to 
conduct electricity allows the 
boards to go even faster by 
preventing all sorts of partic- 
ulate and pollutants from 
sticking to the base due to 
static. Once again, it’s impor- 
tant not to get gypped. Ever since 
the graphite and Electra (as they are 
also known) bases came out, their 
black colour has been mimicked on 
less expensive bases, whether 
extruded or sintered. Colour alone 


will not reveal the composition. | 


Remember that black-coloured 
repair sticks do not contain graphite 
and will not fill the cuts in the high- 
density PVC for the same reason 
that you should not buy the repair 
sticks for any other sintered base. © 
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and more! 


Junior only $299.99 


Senior only $399.99 


10323-78 Ave, Edmonton 
Phone: 780.433.1181 

Toll Free: 1.800.361.8776 
sports @unitedcycle.com 
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Santa Claus is 
skiin’ to town 


Gift ideas to put 
the Christmas spirit 
in even the most 
finicky skier 


en there’s an avid skier or 
| snowboarder on your 
Christmas list, it can be a 


challenging task for someone who 
doesn’t visit the 
hills to figure out 
an appropriate | 
present to leave for 
them underneath the tree. (Believe 
me: a “Skiers do it with lots of verti- 
cal” coffee mug just won’t cut it.) 
Here, then, are some gift ideas that 
should put a sparkle into any skier’s 
eye on Christmas moming—you may 
not be able to see it from behind their 
goggles, but it’ll be there. 


1, Boot dryers 

I’m tired of scraping my knuck- 
les every night as I rip my liners 
from my boots to dry them. Several 
shops around town have dryers that 
blow a nice warm breeze into your 
boots, and presto! Come morning, 


| they’re dry as a bone. You can use 


them on gloves as well. They’re 
quiet and come in models that you 
can plug in the wall or the lighter 
socket of your car. (The car model is 
great for warming your boots up on 
the way to the hill, but I wouldn’t 
recommend leaving them plugged 
into the battery overnight—your 
the trip to the hill could be delayed 
until you get a boost.) 

2. Salomon Snowblades 

Every time I rent a pair of these 
mini-skis, I have a blast. They’re 
great in the trees and on small trails. 
When the conditions are right, they 
carve just like skates on ice. The 
other thing that’s great is that they 
are easily switched between other 
skiers in your party. 

3. Helmets 

This is a tough one as far as pres- 
ents go. I tried on about 15 different 
helmets until I found one that had 
the perfect fit. A gift certificate 
might be a good idea. There are vari- 
ous styles for both skiing and board- 
ing, so get out to all the local shops 
before you buy. Like ski boots, it’s 
all about the fit, but if you don’t like 
the look you won't wear it. Be picky. 

4. Clothing 

Since most clothing is about style 
preferences, I suggest you start you 
start from the inside and work out. 
Base layers are the first layer between 
you and the outside. Long-sleeved 
shirts made from polypropylene or 
similar fibres wick the moisture away 
from the body and regulate body 
heat. Don’t forget the lower half. 
There are underpants with the same 
properties. A very cool item that 
most people would like is Salomon’s 
Denim Pant. With a nice fleece lin- 
ing, the pant brings the look and fit 
of denim to a functional pant. 


equipment 


5. Rock skis and boards 

If you know someone who has a 
brand-new set of equipment and no 
back-up, they will love you if you 
shop around for and older set of 
equipment that can be used when 
the conditions are poor, i have seen 
people near tears tearing up new 
stuff in bad snow (or good rock) 
This is something to shop around 
for all season long, as you never 
know when a decent deal will pop 
up at a local shop, People some- 
times rent when the conditions are 
bad, but since 
you're responsibl« 
for damage to this 
equipment, a pair 
of “rock” skis is a good investment. 

6. Ski racks 

Ski racks have come a long way 
since the days of tying yellow rope 
through your car windows to haul! 
the gear. The Thule Pull Top 6 stops 
you from climbing on to the roof to 
retrieve your gear. Just pull the rack 
on the sliders off the roof and load 
or unload with ease. (How many 
times have you seen some guy in 
nice clothing with car dirt smeared 
all over him after getting the gear 
off? That guy won’t be you.) Racks 
for Cars here in town is the place to 
go, with a good selection and a 
knowledgeable staff. 

7. Glasses and goggles 

One new feature J love in glasses 
is interchangeable lenses. I know 
that different lenses can bring out 
the terrain depending on the day. 
Light is a funny thing in the moun- 
tains, but companies like Bolle have 
glasses with various coloured lenses 
including gray, clear, citrus and red, 
each of which has better terrain de!- 
inition properties in different lights 
Keep them all in your pack and pick 
the appropriate one for the day's 
conditions. The main expense in 4 
pair of goggles is the lens itself, so 
you might as well buy new goggles 
for each light. Talk to your local 
store about which are the best 
colours for all-around use. 

8. Digital cameras 

I very rarely used to ski with a 
camera unless I was specifically 
going out for shots. I picked up 4 
small digital and now I keep it in 
my pocket at all times. | find I’m 
getting more good shots simply 
because of the number I’m shoot- 
ing. Make sure to get over two 
megapixels so you can blow up the 
good ones for your wall of fame. 

9. Backcountry gear 

If you have a loved one who likes 
to venture out of bounds, consider 
this gift seriously. You don’t have 4 
high likelihood of surviving an ava- 
lanche. One or two pieces of equip- 
ment can increase your chances 
astronomically. A transceiver will set 
you back a couple hundred bucks, 
but it’s your best line of defense. A 
probe and a shovel are good compat 
ions, but if you want to go all-out, try 
one of those inflatable backpacks that 
blow out 100-litre airbags to keep you 
above the snow. I’ve been looking for 
film on this one, @ 


Local 
Rabbit Hill - 45cm base, 2cm of new snow, 4 lifts/5 runs open 
Snow Valley 60cm base, All lifts open, no new snow 


Alberta 

Sunshine - 45cm base, 2cm of new snow, 8 lifts 43 runs open 
Lake Louise - 62-77cm base, 1cm of new snow, 5 lifts open 
C.0.P - 50cm base, 0cm of snow, All lifts open 

Big Mountain - 56cm base, O0cm of new snow, 6 runs open 
Wintergreen - Opening postponed until further notice 
Fortress - Opening Dec.20 

Marmot/Jasper - Opening TBA 

Nakiska - Opening with excellent coverage on 10/26 runs 

Mt. Norquay - 40cm manmade base, 6/28 runs, 4/5 lifts open 
Castle Mt. - Opening Dec.13 

Canyon Ski Area - Opening Dec.13 


B.C. 

Silver Star - Opening TBA 

Big White - Opening TBA 

Apex - Now open for weekend operation . 

Sun Peaks - 39cm base,6cm of new snow, 2 lifts and 3 runs Open 
Fernie - Opening Dec.20 

Kimberley - Opening Dec.20 

Panorama ~ Opening Dec.13, 60cm snowfall, 8/10 lifts 

Fairmont - Opening Dec.20 

Kicking Horse - Opening Dec.14 

Red Mt. - Opening TBA 

Whitewater/Nelson - Opening Dec.14, early conditions, 1 lift open 
Powder Springs - Opening Dec.18 

Mount Washington - Opening Dec.14 

Whistler Blackcomb - Opening TBA 


U.S.A. 

Big Mt - 25-60cm base, 61cm of snow all season 
49 North - Opening TBA 

Mt Spokane - Opening TBA 

Bluewood - Opening TBA 

Big Sky - 35-40cm base, no new snow 

Red Lodge Mt - 15-100cm base, no new snow 
Maverick Mt Ski Area - Opening Dec.14 
Schweitzer Mt - Opening TBA 

Sun Valley - 25-50cm base, no new snow 
Lookout Pass - Opening TBA 

Silver Mt Resort - Opening TBA 

Teton Pass Ski Area - Opening Dec.14 


All conditions accurate as of Dec.11, 2002 


Opening dates are still tentative 
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To enter send your name and daytime phone to: 
Fax: 780-426-2889 
or email: skifor2@vue.ab.ca 


Ski & Stay 
at the 
alamo) ml =t-latia 


Our packages 
are affordable 
and include: 

*Accomodations at 
Swiss Village & Inns - 


with a minimum of 
two night stay. 


*Tri-area ski pass for 
Lake Louise, 


Sunshine Village and 


Banff Mount Norquay. Beat the Crowds ona 


Low Priced 
Ski Getaway 
to Banff 


Starting from $ 
per person, per night 

double occupancy, plus taxes, 
Valid until Dec. 20/02. 


*Scheduled ski bus 
service between the 
hotel and ski resorts. 


*Daily brealsfast. 

*Ski shop dicounts. 
*Complimentary use 
fol Molt) xeloYol im hloial Yoo] hl 


indoor pool, 
jacuzzi/sauna 


phone toll free: 1-800-661-1272 


Email: resr V@innsofbanff.com 
600 Banff Avenue, Banff, AB. TIL 1H8 


phone: (403) 762-4581 Fax: (403) 762-2434 
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WHOLESALE SPORTS. +=Wholesale Sports Outdoor Outfitters 


has the largest selection of rping fishing, 
hunting & pel ons equipment in Western Canada 


12505-97 St. 477-3737 


— Weekend. 
& Restaurant for 


>» 


$ 


One Thornton Court 
99th Street & Jasper Ave 
945°4747 


Thornton 
Court Hotel 


Empire Building 
Downtown 
10117-101 Street 
425-6151 


* 0 minimum charge 
will opply 


Midnight* 


NOW OPEN 


SUNDAY NIGHTS | MMLRALe ENN Orso) oL am eg 
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Tor more in 
and menu. log onto: 


Book your 
Christmas Luncheon 
or Dinner Party Now! 


Available now: 
Gift Certificates for Christmas! 


$20-30 per. 


$$$ 30per&up 
* Price per person, before tox & tip 


Badass Jack’s (7 locations in Edmonton and 
area. Call 468-3452 for location nearest you, or 
visit www. badassjacks.com) 


Booster Juice (9 locations in Edmonton and 
area) Come experience a warm, upbeat atmos- 
phere with healthy, energizing, fantastic tasting 
smoothies! $ 


Café Mosalcs (10844 Whyte Ave., 433-9702) A 
wide variety of home-made, healthy meals, fea- 
turing many selections for vegetarians. s 


Oriental Veggle House (10586-100 St., 424- 
0463) Edmonton's only totally vegetarian restau- 
rant. Non-smoking. $-5$ 


Polo’s Cafe (9405-112 St., 432-1371) Eclectic 
& sophisticated. We invite you to experience our 
cuisine. $$ 

Route 99 Diner (8820-99 St., 432-0968) 50's 
diner with an abundance of memorabilia, a juke- 
box playing ‘SOs music and a great variety of 
food. $-$$ 

Turkish Donalr and Kebab (10332 Whyte 
Ave., 434-6597) $ 


Bagel Bin Bakery & Bistro (#226, 6655-178 
St., 481-5721) A little piece of Europe in the 
heart of Edmonton. Hearty homemade soups, 
grilled Italian sandwiches, caffe latte and cappuc- 
Cino, fresh crusty breads, bagels, luscious pastries 
and tortes... Need we say more? $ 


elatté (Baseline Rd. & Cloverbar, Sherwood 
Park, 417-1911) Spee bagels and cream 
cheeses made fresh in our bakery. Caffe latte, 
cappuccino, breakfast and deli sandwiches, 
desserts, ice cream. Open 7 days a week. Bagels 
and spreads at Old Strathcona Farmers Market 
on Sat. $ 


Bee Bell Bakery (10416-80 Ave, 439-3247) 
Baking over 400 fresh items daily. From bread, 
bagel and buns to cakes, pastries and pies. In old 
Strathcona for 46 years! Cash and cheques only. $ 


Buns and Roses Organic Wholegrain 
Bakery (6519-111St., 438-0098) Allergy-free 
baking. 


Tree Stone Bakery (8612-99 St., 433-5924) 
Artisan bread shop making pain au levain (true 
French sourdough). $-S$ 


ME a 
Bistro Praha (10168-100A St., 424-4218) The 


first European café since 1977 and still the only 
one. $$ 


Café De Ville (10137-124 St., 488-9188) 
Located in Old Glenora, offering a diverse and 
eclectic menu in a warm and inviting atmos- 
phere. (Check out the full menu at 
cafedeville.com) $$ 


Café Select (10016-106 St,, 423-0419) Offering 
lunch, dinner and late night dining in a relaxed 
atmosphere for over 14 years. French style cul- 
sine, seafood, steaks. $$-$$$ 


Carole’s Café & Catering (10145-104 St, 425- 
1824) Creative, comfortable, accommodating. 
Offering a diverse menu of fresh French and Italian 
food in a warm and inviting atmosphere. $-$$ 


Dante’s Bistro (17328 Stony Plain Rd., 486- 
4448) Enjoy our diverse menu in our bistro or on 
our rooftop patio. $$ 


Four Rooms (#137 Edmonton Centre, 102 Ave. 
& Rice Howard Way, 426-4767) Casual dining in 
an upscale environment, featuring a unique 
international tapas menu. $$ 


Jax Bean Stop Coffee & Bistro (Seven loca- 
tions in Edmonton, 478-0480) Visit one of our 
locations and enjoy a Euro breakfast, lunch or 
sample our huge selection of desserts. Daily spe- 
cials available. Exclusive supplier of “Rocky 
Mountain Roasters” custom roasted gourmet cof- 
fee. Smoking and non-smoking. $ 


La Piazza Bistro Itallano (10458 Whyte Ave., 
433-3512) Specializing in home made thin crust 
pizza, grilled Italian sandwiches, focaccia, cal- 

zone, soups, unique pastas and Italian gelato. $ 


Manor Café (10109-125 St., 482-7577) 


Remarkable location, flavour and service. Great 
prices on dishes from around the world. $$ 


Matess Urban Bistro (8223-104 St., 431- 
0179) The first European bistro since 1996 and 
still the only one. Radegast on tap. Only smok- 
ing. $$ : 


Nina’‘s (10139-124 St., 482-3531) Sophisticated, 
casual elegance. Live music Fridays and 
Saturdays. $-$$ 

Riverside Bistro (Thornton Court Hotel, 99 St. 
and Jasper Ave., 945-4747) Experience casual but 
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elegant atmosphere with continental flavour and 
enjoy the niost magnificent river view. Lunch, 
dinner, Sunday brunch. Reservations recom- 
mended. $-5$ 


Russian Tea Room (10312 Jasper Ave., 426- 
0000) Best cheesecake in town. A quiet and 
romantic atmosphere; candlelight at night to 
warm your heart. $-$$ 


Stormin’ Norman's (#29 Perron St., St. Albert, 
460-1699) Cozy bistro offering appetizers, fresh 
salads, steaks, seafood, pastas, Cappucinos, lattes 
and desserts. $-$$ 


Sweetwater Café (12427-102 Ave., 488-1959) 
In the heart of Old Glenora, delicious, health- 
conscious dishes made fresh. $-$$ 


Tasty Tom’s Bistro & Bar (9965 Whyte Ave., 
437-5761) Find a taste explosion on the other 
side of the tracks. Let our chefs Tom and 
Christian entertain you for lunch, dinner or a late 
night snack, 5-55 


Aroma Borealls (Coopers & Lybrand Building, 
211, 10130-103 St., 944-9603) Designer sand- 
wiches, latte, cappuccino, great coffee, and fabu- 
lous desserts by Skopek’s Bake Shop. $ 


Bennys Bagels Café on Whyte (10460-82 
Ave., 414-0007) Come for breakfast, lunch, or 
for a latte or cappuccino after a night out. Check 
out our patio for the hot summer days. $ 


Bohemia Cyber Café (11012 Jasper Ave., 429- 
3442) Comfortable surroundings, enjoy our array 
of productivity and entertainment software over 

a chai latte or a bowl of Mexican tortilla soup. $$ 


Café Amandine (8711 Whyte Ave., 465-1919) 
Featuring fine french cuisine—quiches, tortes and 
crepes. Bakery and pastries. Take out catering. 
Live music Thursdays $ 


Café La Gare (10308A-81 Ave., 433-5138) 
Smoke-Free. Licensed and offers a winning med- 
ley of culinary delights and fresh baked goods. $ 


Café Lacombe (10111 Bellamy Hill, The 
Crowne Plaza, Chateau Lacombe, 428-6611) The 
finest in fusion cooking. Best breakfast and lunch 
buffets in town. $$$ 5 


Café Lila’s (10153-97 St., 414-0627) In the 
farmers market. Grilled sandwiches, daily spe- 
cials, European desserts and specialty coffees in a 
smoke free environment. $$ 


Café on Whyte (10159-Whyte Ave., 437-4858) 
Open 24 hours on Friday and Saturday. Plenty of 
parking. Breakfast and lunch specials. Come and 
enjoy our quiet and friendly atmosphere $ 


Calabash Café (10630-124 St.., 414-6625) 
Creative Caribbean cooking in casual yet comfort- 
able atmosphere. lunch, dinner or late night 
snacks. Come for the food, stay for the party! $-$$ 


Cappuccino Affair (4 locations, 482-7166) 
Friendly staff, home-like atmosphere, Wee 
Light breakfast, lunch or night-time snack. $ 


Click Here Café (10805-105 Ave., 423-4002) 
Open 10 a.m. till 3 a.m.. The place that no one 
knows about, but everyone goes to. $ 


Expresslonz Café, Market & Meeting Place 
(9142-118 Ave., 471-9125) Homestyle cooking 
in a friendly and creative atmosphere. Live music, 
artists giftshop, special events. Licensed. $ 


Jazzberrys Too Café (10116-124 St, 4B8- 
1553) Good home-style cooking in a relaxed 
environment, Smokers always welcome. $ 


Market Café (16615-109 Ave., 930-4060) Fast, 
fun and for the family. Featuring daily breakfast, 
lunch and dinner buffet and a delightful a la 
carte menu. Non-smoking. $-$$ 


Muddy Waters Cappuccino Bar (8211-111 

St., 433-4390) Great eats and drinks in a com- 

fortable atmosphere. Daily liquor and food spe- 
cials. Open till midnight. Catering. $ 


NetWerks Internet / New Media Cafe 
(8128-103 St., 909-5871 Gourmet, fresh sand- 
wiches made to order. Smoking $ 


The Pomegranate 8614-99 St., 433-8933. 
European style café with espresso bar, selection 
of loose teas, Tree Stone baked goods. Light fare, 
beyond ordinary. $ 


Savoy’s Gourmet Health Café (11010-51 
Ave., 437-7718) South Indian cuisine, vegetarian 
menu, sandwiches and soups for under $3.99. 
Fruit and vegetable juice bar. Non-smoking. $ 


Steeps (12411- Stony Plain Rd., 488-1505) The 
original tea café. Huge selection of premium loose 
tea. Sit, sip and savour! Great gift ideas, awesome 
desserts and light lunches. Non-smoking. $ 


Sugar Bowl (10922-88 Ave., 433-8369) The 
esoteric and eclectic café. Full espresso bar, fresh 
baking daily. Daily hot specials. Live entertain- 
ment Friday nights. $-$ 


Sunterra Market (Commerce Place, 201, 
10150 Jasper Ave.,426-3791) Muffins and pas- 
tries freshly made at our on-site bakery. Non- 
smoking. $ 


Urban Grind (10124-124 St. 451-1039) Come 
and try our Fresh Fruit Bubble Drink in our eclec- 
tic atmosphere, Variety of specialty coffees, 
mouthwatering desserts, homemade soups and 
sandwiches made fresh when ordered. Open 
until 2 a.m. Mon.-Fri. Smoking. $$ 
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Cajun House (7 St. Anne St,, St. Albert, 460- 
8772) Worth the drive to sample some of the 
best jambalaya and gumbo in the province. $$ 


Da-De-O (10548-82 Ave,, 433-0930) Funky-style 
restaurant in an old-style diner on Whyte Ave. 
Smoking. $$ 


Loulstana Purchase (10320-111 St., 420-6779) 
Higher-end aii of cooking from the bayou and 
great atmosphere. Non-smoking. $$ 


Barb & Ernte’s (9906-72 Ave., 433-3242) One of 
the best Mom and Pop operations in the city. $$ 


Billiards Club (2 fl. 10505-82 Ave,, 432-0335) 
Rack em up and chow down, with heaps of 
burgers and mugs of ale. $ 


Century Grill & Lounge (3975-Calgary Trail 
South, 431-0303) Lunch, dinner, cocktails. 
Upscale dining serving many grilled Canadian 
specialties. Private dining room, restaurant, 
lounge and two outdoor patios create 
Edmonton’s most sought-after destination. $55 


Cody's Restaurant (14915 Stony Plain Rd., 
443-3221) A great mix of all your favourites for 
the entire family. Breakfast to dinner, an eclectic 
mix with something for everyone. $ 


David's Restaurant & Lounge (8407 Aray| 
Rd., 468-1167) Featuring AAA Alberta beef and a 
great patio. $$ 


Denny’s (multiple locations) More than a great 
breakfast. Open 24 hours. Licensed, $-$5 


Deviln’s (10507-82 Ave., 437-7489) Now serv- 
ing lunch specials. All soup and sandwich com- 
bos for $6.95. Also half price happy hour on 
drinks and food daily. $ 


Fife n’Dekel (9114-51 Ave., 436-9235, 10646 
170 St., 489-6436, 12028-149 St., 454-5503) 
Best sandwich award winners in the Vue Weekly 
2000 Golden Fork Awards. Non-smoking. $$ 


The Garage Burger Bar and Grill (10242- 
106 St., 423-5014) Best homemade burgers with 
daily lunch specials at student-friendly prices 
Smoking. $ 


High Level Diner (10912-88 Ave., 433-0993) 
Wholesome and health-conscious. Known for 
their tasty veggie burgers. Non-smoking. $$ 


Keegan’s Restaurant (8709-109 St. & 12904- 
97 St., 439-8934) Open 24 hours every day. 
Breakfast served all day. Affordable homestyle 
meals. $ 


Larry’s Café (6, 10015-82 Ave., 414-6040) Best 
breakfasts and lunches on the south side. Cheap 
prices! Open till 3:30 p.m. daily. $ 


Loute’s Submarine (8109-104 St., 431-0897) 
In-store fresh baked bread. Soups and salads. 
Catering business and social lunches or dinners. $ 


Maxwell T’s (7230 Argyll Rd., 463-7106) ‘AAA’ 
Alberta Beef—steak and prime rib extraordinaire 
Private dining rooms available. $$ 


The Motoraunt (12406-66 St., 477-8797) 
Extraordinary food in an extraordinary place. $ 


Oscar’s Steakhouse & Dell (10020-101A Ave., 
990-1043) Steak, seafood and Edmonton's finest 
smoked meat sandwiches. $$ 


Pradera Café (10135-100 St., 493-8994) Prime 
rib Fridays. Chateaubriand Saturdays (carved 
tableside), Sundays Gam 2pm); New & 
improved $14 breakfast butfet. $$ 


Precinct 55 (5552 Calgary Trail S., 432-5550) 
Red eye breakfast, Wednesday wing night, 
Sunday smorg, homemade cooking. Licensed, 
Happy hour, smoking. $ 


Rosle’s Bar and Grill (10604-101 St., 423- 
3499) Nothing fancy, but sensible home cooking 
without the frills. Non-smoking restaurant with 
smoking lounge. $ 


Shecky’s (7623 Argyll Rd,, 426-8983, #100, 
10130-103 St., 424-8657) Real food, real fast. 
Terrific Italian dishes. Soups/salads/sandwiches 
made from scratch. Call ahead for reservations 
Smoking. $ 


Squires Pub/Starvin’ Marvin’s (1 0505-82 
Ave., “aa feeaey We invite you in for daily and 
monthly specials, as well as happy hour from 4-8 
pm. (www.squirespub.com) $ 


Staccato’s Soup, Stew and Chili Bar (9082- 
51 Ave., Southgate Mall, Commerce Place, 466- 
5062) A Canadian fresh food company, serving 
the best soups, stews and chilis by Canyon Creek 
Soup Company. No MSG or preservatives. Non- 
smoking. $ 


The Tea House (52404 Range Rd. 221, 
Ardrossan, AB, 922-2279, 922-6963.) Country 
fresh foods for lunch, dinners or breakfast. 
Antiques, local arts and crafts and unique gifts to 
browse around. Breakfast and lunch §; dinner 5- 
$$ Non-smoking. 


Temptationz Night Club (10045-109 St., 441- 
9944) Our kitchen epee for business at 11:00 
am and is open until 7:00 pm. We have great 
opengrill food as well as pastas and Carribean 
cuisine via N'JOY catering. $$ 


Unheardof Restaurant (9602-82 Ave., 432- 
0480) Over 17 years of operating a fine dining 
establishment in a newly renovated building. 
Non-smoking. $$$$ 
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Urban Lounge (8103-105 St., 439-3388) For 
lunch, dinner or late night fare, experience 
wholesorne homemade burgers. $ 


The Village Café (11223 Jasper Ave, 488-0955) 
Serves homemade gourmet dishes prepared by 
red seal chefs on site. Specializing in prime rib, 
seafood, pasta and stirfries. Non-smoking, $$ 


Blue Willow (11107-103 Ave,, 428-0584) Great 
food, great service and great non-smoking 
atmosphere. $$ 


Double Greeting Wonton House (10212-96 
St., 424-2486) The rock ‘n’ rollers choice. Try a 
spicy long donut with rice roll or a curried chick- 
en platter, washed down with a fine sago con- 
coction. Smoking. $ 


Man’s Café (12520-118 Ave., 452-3672) A 
super stop for a variety of tasty treats. Make sure 
to try the Oriental stirfry. Smoking. $$ 


Marco Polo (#206, 9700-105 Ave., 428-3388) 
The classiest Chinese restaurant in Edmonton. 
Smoking. $$ 


Noodle Noodle (10008-106 Ave., 422-6862) The 
best dim sum in Edmonton. Non-smoking. $$ 


Shangri-La Restaurant (14927-111 Ave., 487- 
6868) Authentic Chinese and Thai cuisine. Rice 
and noodle dishes, meat entrées, appetizers, 
desserts, $$ 


Xlan Szechuan (10080 - 178 St., 484-8883) 
Delicious selection of authentic Szechuan dishes. 
Non-smoking. $$ 


Cilantro’s on 111th (10322-111 St., 424- 
6182) Wide selection of dishes from kiwi mussels 
to blackened catfish or mini rack of lamb. $$ 


David's (8407 Argyll Rd., 468-1167) Specializing 
in Alberta beef dishes on the south of the town. 
Smoking in the lounge. $$ 


Franklin's Inn Dining Room (2016 Sherwood 
Dr, Sherwood Park 467-1234) All-day breakfast 
and a great selection of all your favourites. $-$$ 


The Grinder (10957-124 St., 453- 

1709) 20 years old but under new management. 
Also lounge and games room. Smoking in the 
lounge. $-$5. 


Mayfield Grill (1665-109 Ave., 930-4062) 
Casual dining in an elegant atmosphere, exten- 
sive menu for lunch and dinner, best Sunday 
brunch. Smoking in the lounge. $$ 


Richie Mill Bar and Grill (10171 
Saskatchewan Dr., 431-1717) Century old field- 
stone walls create a cozy atmosphere in which to 
enjoy a variety of dishes or relax during happy 
hour 4-6 p.m. Smoking. $$-555 


Sidetrack Café (10333-112 St.,421-1326) 
Whether you like succulent steak, decadent eggs 
Benedict in the morning or late night chicken 
wings, the Sidetrack Café kitchen will do it for 
you. Smoking in the lounge. $-$$ 


Teak Room (16615-109 Ave., 484-0821) Enjoy 
a fine dining experience with gourmet dishes 
prepared by our award-winning chefs. Non- 
smoking. $$$ 


Turtle Creek Café (8404-109 St., 433-4202) 
Continental-style bistro with good variety of 
dishes and pizza, stirfries, pasta and more. Non- 
smoking. $f 
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Jaipur (3005-66 St., 414-1600) A small estab- 
lishment with great cuisine, $$ 


Jewel of Kashmir (7219-104 St, 438-4646) 
Discover a place that’s out of this world 


Designed to capture the excitement and glam- 
our of India. 


Khazana (10177-107 St., 702-0330) Authentic 
Tandoori cuisine in one of Edmonton's most ele- 
gant dining rooms. Smoking in the lounge. $$ 


New Aslan Village (10143 Saskatchewan Dr, 
433-3804) Cooking at its best from the subconti- 
nent with a great panoramic river valley view. 
Smoking. No minors. $ 


Spicey House (9777-102 A Ave., Canada Place 
(Food Court), 425-0193) Veg and non-veg cur- 
ries with choice herbs, the secret to the intoxicat- 
ing flavour of Indian cuisine. § 


Continental Treat (10560-82 Ave., 433-7432) 
Enjoy excellent European cuisine in an elegant 
yet comfortable atmosphere. Non-smoking, $$ 


Madison's Grill (Union Bank Inn, 10053 Jasper 
Ave,, 423-3600) Unique historical building; 
Upscale regional cuisine with a European influ- 
ence. Non-smoking, $55 


Restaurant Moskow (104, 14315-118 Ave., 
455-7677) Try Russian dishes like borscht and 


meat dumplings in the warm atmosphere and lis- 


ten to Russian music. Non-smoking. Lunch S$. 
Dinner $5. 


The Russian Tea Room (10312 Jasper Ave., 
426-0000) Romantic, quiet restaurant in the 
heart of downtown. Best cheesecake in town. 
European and Ukrainian cuisine. Palm readings 
daily. Non-smoking and smoking. $$-55$ 


The Blue Pear (10643-123 St., 482-7178) 
Open Weds-Sat. The Blue Pear serves a French 
style five coursé prix fixe menu that changes 
every two weeks. The current menu can be 
viewed at www.thebluepear.com. Reservations 
are highly recommended. $$$ 


La Boheme (6427-112 Ave., 474-5693) A rare 
establishment where the alchemy of the sur- 
roundings, food, drink and service combine to 
Create something approaching the art of living 
well. $$$ 


Café Amandine (8523-91 St., 465-1919) Fine 
French cuisine. Entertainment on Friday and 
Saturday. Non-smoking. $ 


The Créperie (10220-103 St., 420-6656) 
Award-winning Edmonton institution without 
haute price. Non-smoking. $ 


Three Muskateers (10416-82 Ave., 437-4239) 
The heart of a French crepery with an adventur- 
ous soul! Traditional French fare and tantalizing 
specials served in a relaxed European atmos- 
phere. Non-smoking. $ 


* Normand’s (11639A Jasper Ave., 482-2600) 


Whether you're craving a wild mushroom soup 
or have an appetite for wild game, we can fill 
your needs. It’s a country-French fare with an 
Alberta accent. Smoking in the lounge. $$ 


Grub Med Ristorante (17 Fairway Dr., 119 St. 
& 37 Ave.) Edmonton’? finest Greek restaurant. 
Open for dinner at 5 p.m. $$-$$$ 


It’s All Greek to Me (10127-100A St., Rice 
Howard Way, 425-2073) Delicious spanakopita 
with fine Greek wines. Beautiful Greek atmos- 
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phere. Smoking. $$ 


Koutoukl Taverna (10704-124 St., next to 
Roxy Theatre, 452-5383) The most authentic 
Greek food in Edmonton, prepared by the origi- 
nal Yianni himself. Smoking. $$ 


Sympostum on Whyte (10439-82 Ave., 2nd 
Floor, 433-7912) Innovative Greek cuisine in a 
beautiful open setting overlooking Whyte Ave. 
Non-smoking. $-$$ 


Sytakl Greek Island Restaurant (16313-111 
Ave,, 484-2473) Visit the Greek islands in 
Edmenton. Smoking in the lounge. $$ 


Yiannis Taverna Restaurant (10444-82 Ave, 
433-6768) Authentic Greek food, belly dancing, 
and the friendly staff create a fun and boisterous 
atmosphere. Non-smoking, $$ 


Celll’s (10338-109 St., 426-5555) A great vari- 
ety of pub food and drinks. Smoking, $-$$ . 


The Druid (11606 Jasper Ave., 454-9928) The 
best pub food, drinks and Industry night in 
Edmonton. Features authentic Irish entrées and 
daily lunch specials. Smoking. $-$$ 


O'Byrne’s Irish Pub (10616-Whyte Ave. 414 
6766) We serve a variety of pub food, all hand- 
Made with care and pride. From our homemade 
fish ‘n’ chips to our near-famous Irish breakfast. 
Our menu changes daily, so please come in and 
indulge in the experience. Smoking. $-S$ 


Scruffy Murphy's trish Pub (Whitemud 
Crossing, 4211-106 St., 485-1717) Traditional 
Irish fare plus pub favourites. Half-price appetiz- 
ers during happy hour. Smoking. $-$$ 


Allegro Italian Kitchen (10011-109 St, 424- 
6644) Italy comes to Edmonton, with great 
atmosphere and even better food. $ 

_ Bruno’s Itallan Restaurant (9914-89 Ave., 


433-8161) Quiet, one of Edmonton’s best-kept 
secrets. Smoking. $$ 


Chianti (10501-82 Ave., 439-8729) Boticelli paint- 
es serve as a nice backdrop in establishment 
offering the best pasta selections in town. $$ 
Eastside Mario’s (2104-99 St., 488-8938) All 
you can ask for in Italian cuisine, $$ 


Flore Cantina Itallana (8715-109 St., 439- 
8466) Good, affordable, restaurant off campus. 
Non-smoking. $ 

Ml Portico (10012-107 St., 424-0707) Trendy 
downtown restaurant with fresh imaginative 
dishes. Non-smoking. $$$ 


Itallan Kitchen Restaurant (69 Ave., 178 St., 
Callingwood Mall, 489-5619) Relaxing Italian 
dining. From pastas such as fettuccine Alfredo to 
dishes such as steak Diane. Non-smoking.$$ 
italix Ristorante Itallano (512 St. Albert Trail, 
St. Albert, 459-8090) Delicious homemade Italian 
food $$ 

La Spiga (10133-125 St., 482-3100) In the 
heart of High Street. $$$ 

The Old Spaghetti Factory (10220-103 St, 422- 
6088) feaping plates of spaghetti served with our 
patented thick, tasty sauce. Non-smoking. $$ 
Pappa’s (4702-118 Ave., 471-5749) A fine 
Italian family restaurant. Non-smoking. $$ 
Piccolino Bistro (9112-142 St., 443-2110) 
Beautiful, uncomplicated Italian fare in an 
appealing environment. $$ 

Sicilian Pasta Kitchen(11239 Jasper Ave., 488- 
3838; 805 Saddleback Rd., 435-3888) Two great 
locations, one mission. Great Italian cuisine. $$ 


Sorrentino’s (10844-95 St., 425-0960) In the 
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heart of Little Italy, serves delicious authentic 

Italian fare. Non-smoking. $$ 

Sorrentino’s Whyte Avenue (10612-82 Ave., 

Varscona Hotel, 474-9860) Authentic Italian 

cooking. Tantalizing appetizers, pizzas, calzones, 

pa sandwiches and entrées. Smoking in the 
unge. $$ 

That's Aroma (11010-101 St., 425-7335) The 

garlic specialists, offering fine Italian cuisine. $$ 


Tin Pan Alley Pasta House & Winery (4804 
Calgary Trail South; 702-2060) Pasta by day, 
party by night! Edmonton's hottest new restau- 
rant for delicious and affordable pasta. Smoking 
in the lounge. $$ 

Tony Roma's (11730 Jasper Ave., 488-1971) 
Great barbecue chicken and ribs with lots of 
food on your plate. Non-smoking. $$ 

Zenari’s on Ist (10117-101 St., 425-6151) 
Enjoy eclectic Italian food in an intimate funky 
atmosphere. Dinner or drinks, featuring live jazz 
every weekend. Wheelchair accessible. Non- 
smoking. $ 


Furasato (1001 2-82 Ave., 439-1335) Cozy 
restaurant featuring a choice selection of meals 
from the Land of the Rising Sun. Non-smoking. $$ 
Kyoto (10128-109 St., 420-1750; 8701-109 St, 
414-6055) A varied selection of sushi & entreés. 
Try our tatami rooms. $$ 

Mikado (10350-109 St., 425-8096) The oldest 
Japanese restaurant in Edmonton for a good rea- 
son. Non-smoking. $ 

Nagano Japanese Culsine (10080-178 St., 
487-8900) Authentic Japanese food. Extensive 
menu choices from sushi toi pan fried dumplings 
and teriyaki beef or chicken. Open for lunch and 
dinner. $$ 


Korean Bul-Go-Gi (8813-92 St., 466-2330) 
Authentic Korean style barbeque. Licensed & 
take-out. $$ 
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Valparaiso Latin Canadian Club (10816-95 
St., 425-5338) Great Latino food! Great Latino 
music! Open Thursday, Friday and Saturday at 7 
p.m., Sunday at 3 p.m.. Free tango lessons on 
Thursdays. $ 
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The Mongolle Grill (10104-109 St., 420-0037) 
Fun, creative Mongolian barbeque. You select the 
meats and vegetables, we'll prepare them. $$ 


Alain Patisserie (9925-82 Ave., 988-9312) 


Parkallen Restaurant (7018-109 St., 436- 
8080) Multiple-award winning restaurant and 
menu. Authentic Lebanese cuisine offered in an 
elegant atmosphere. Large extensive wine list. 
with rare Lebanese and French classics. 
Reservations recommended. $$-$$5S 


Sahara Sands (8120-101 St., 433-3337) Try the 
best of Lebanese and Meditarranean food. $$ 


Tropika (6004 Calgary Trail S., 439-6699) 
Malaysian cuisine with eclectic style served for 
lunch & dinner. $$ 


Valentino’s Restaurant (Bourbon Street, West 
Edmonton Mall, 444-3344) Valentino's offers 
great food. Steaks, gourmet pizzas and pasta, 
with a touch of Mediterranean cuisine. Smoking 
and non-smoking. $-$$ 


Jullo’s Barrio (10450-82 Ave., 431-0774) 
Hearty dishes in a trendy neighbourhood, perfect 
for your next fiesta. Non-smoking. $ 


Quality French breads and pastries. Also serving 
sandwiches, quiches and specialty coffee. Non- 
smoking. $ 


Funky Pickle (10441-82 Ave., 10835-Jasper 
Ave., 17104-90 Ave., 433-FUNK(3863)) Best 
Pizza, Edmonton Journal Summer Reader Survey, 
1996-99; Golden Fork Award, 1999-2000; 
Edmonton Journal four-star rating. $ 

Park Lounge & Sports Bar (Franklin’s Inn, 
2016 Sherwood Dr., Sherwood Park. 467-1234) 
“More than worth the trip.” Sherwood Park's 
best pizza for over 15 years. Unbelievable daily 
specials to complement our full menu! $-$$ 


Parkallen Pizza (8424-109 St., 430-4777) 
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In-room coffeemaker with complimentary coffee 
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Multiple-award winning. Same owner/operator 
since 1986. Serving up Edmonton’s finest pizza, 
Lebanese salad and donairs. $-$$ 


Pharos Pizza (8708-109 St., 433-5205) World- 
famous pizza since 1970. Made with fresh ingre- 
dients and no preservatives. Try our Popeye—it's 
our speciality, We also offer small dishes for indi- 
viduals. Non-smoking. $ 


Billy Budd’s Lounge (99 St. & Argyle Road, 
436-0439) We offer an extensive food menu, 5 
draft lines and a large selection of beer favorites. 
For entertainment we have 3 poo! tables, darts, 7 
VLT’s and a big screen TV. Smoking and non- 
smoking. $$ 


Brewsters (11620-104 Ave., 482-4677) 
Extensive menu selection. 14 different types of 
beer brewed on site. Brewery tours available. 
Smoking. $$ 


Elephant & Castle (3 locations: 103 St. & 
Whyte Ave.; Eaton Centre, 3rd Level; West 
Edmonton Mall near Entrance #8) Your comfort 
spot, with a great selection of British favourites— 
appetizers, burgers, salads and of course the 
finest British and Canadian beer and single-malt 
Scotch, Smoking in the lounge. $ 


Gallery Bar (16615-109 Ave., Mayfield Inn & 
Suites Hotel) Comfortable, cozy after-hours 
entertainment. ‘60s-’80s music at its very best 
Thur-Sat evenings. $ 


Martint’s Bar & Grill (9910-109 St., 424-7219) 
Enjoy our 25+ custom martinis, 15+ single-malt 
Scotch collection, evening steak sandwich spe- 
cials and selection of craft beers all in an environ- 
ment conducive to relaxation! Non-smoking 
restaurant. $-S$ 


Nathan’s Pub & Grill (8930 Jasper Ave., 421- 
4446) Great food, large servings and value for 
your money. Smoking. $ 


Nicholby’s (11066-156 St., 448-2255) Great, 
eclectic pub fare, Sandwiches, wings, appetizers. $ 


Pub Paradise Sports Bar (4225-118 Ave., 
471-3526) Edmonton’s only Caribbean and con- 
tinental sports bar. Featuring 11 flavours of wings 
and the best jerk chicken in the city. Daily spe- 
cials. Sun, Mon: WWF Wrestling Nite; Wed: 
karaoke; Fri: Caribbean Night; Sat: Party Nite. $ 


Red Fox Pub (7230 Argyll Road, 465-7931) Our 
comfortable pub offers darts, pool tables coupled 
with a cozy fireplace in a relaxing setting. Sunday 
we offer happy hour all day, plus free pool. Non- 
smoking restaurant, smoking in the pub. $ 


The Sherlock Holmes Pubs (10012-101A 
Ave., 8770-170 St., 10341-82 Ave., 5004-98 
Ave.) For a taste of the good old times, come on 
in and try our British and continental menu. 
Recently revised with nearly 20 new dishes, we'll 
have something to tempt your tastebuds! Daily 


specials also offered. $-SS 


The Windsor Bar & Grill (11702-87 Ave, 
433-7800) We are open for lunch and dinner 
and fun all the time. Pizza is our specialty. Prices 
and fun can’t be beat! Smoking. $ 


Yabbo’s Boneyard/ The Library (11113-87 
Ave., 439-4981) Our specialty is Saturday and 
Sunday brunch. We're open for lunch, dinner 
and after work, to unwind and have fun, 
Smoking.$ 


Lighthouse Café (7331-104 St., 433-0091; 


5506 Tudor Glen Mkt, 460-2222) Our chefs pre- 
pare the freshest seafood in town. Lunch ani 
dinner seven days a week. Patio, licensed. $$ 


Thomas’ Fishermen's Grotto (9624-76 Ave., 
433-3905) Fine dining fish and seafood, featur- 
ing the seafood lover's feast for two, Brunch, 
lunch and dinner. Non-smoking. $$$ 


La Tapa Restaurante & Tapa Bar (10523-99 
Ave., 424-8272) The only Tapa bar in Edmonton! 
Delicious cuisine from Spain in a casual atmos- 
phere. Specializing in paella and sangria, 24 
tapas available. Great menu. The only place to 
go for a taste of Spain. Smoking in the basement 
lounge. $$ 


Mirabelle’s (9929-109 St., 429-3055) One 

block north of the Legislative Building, this con- 
temporary restaurant specializes in Alberta beef 
and seafood. Other choices include pasta dishes, 
lamb, buffalo, veal and fresh fish. The wine list 
offers a fine selection of wines by the glass or 
bottle. $$$ : 
Von's Steak and Fish House (10309-81 Ave., 
439-0041) Alberta beef at its best and great 
seafood too. Smoking. $$$ 


Hy’s (10013-101A Ave., 424-4444) Great steaks _ 

in a great atmosphere. Non-smoking. $$-$$$ 

Yeoman’s (10030-107 St., 423-1511) The 

Setar steakhouse. Smoking in the lounge. 
“$55 


Savoy (10401-82 Ave., 438-0373) Located in 
the heart of Old Strathcona this intimate lounge 
offers a beautifully simple dinner menu created 
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by Brad and Cindy Lazarenko of Mise en Place 
Catering. It offers succulent dishes including an 
extensive tapas menu. Smoking. $5 


BanThal (15726-100 Ave., 444-9345) Awarded 
certificate of authenticity by the Royal Thai 
Government with an atmosphere to match. 
Non-smoking, $$ 


Bua Thal Restaurant (10049-113 St, 482-2277) 
Thailand's distinct authentic cuisine of the new 
stylish restaurant in downtown Edmonton. $$5 


The King and 1! (8208-107 St., 433-2222) The 
King is back! Amazing selection of dishes-spicy 
and flavourful. Good enough for the Rolling 
Stones. Non-smoking. $$$ 


Krua Wilal Thal Restaurant (Sterling Pl., 
9940-106 St., 424-8303) Our cooks from 
Bangkok offer you the best and most authentic 
Thai food in Edmonton. Vegetarian menu avail- 
able. Smoking. $$ 


Thai Orchid Restaurant (4005 Gateway Blvd, 
438-3344) Serving authentic Thai cuisine from 
5pm-9:30pm. Western breakfast & lunch served 
from 7:30-2pm. Non-smoking. $$ 


Thal Valley Grill (9403-98 Ave,, 413-9556) 
Thai cuisine done to your Mg) (mild, medium 
or spicy hot!) by Sunita in the heart of 


Cloverdale. Nibble on Som Tum, savour won- 
derful Pad Thai and much more. You judge the 
quality. Enjoy your River Valley. Evening dining 
from 4:30 on. Non-smoking. $$-55$ 


Pyrogy House (12510-118 Ave., 454-7880) 
Pyrogies and cabbage rolls just like Baba used to 
make. Non-smoking, $ 


Max’s Light Culsine (7809-109 St., 432-6241) 
Great vegetarian dishes including delicious vegan 
entreés and desserts. $ 


Veggie House (10508-109 St., 423-4426) 
Vietnamese vegetarian cuisine, Daily lunch spe- 
cials. Open Wed-Sat, 11-10. Sun-Mon, 11-9. $$ 


Bach Dang (7908-109 St., 448-0288) 
Vietnamese noodle house. Non-smoking. $ 


Oriental Noodle House (10718-101 St., 448- 

5068) Authentic Vietnamese food in a family-ori- 
ented environment. $ 

Tran Tran (1664 Bourbon St., WEM, 440-0070) 
In the heart of WEM, great Vietnamese food. $$ 
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The Mur the merrier 


Atmospheric 
Bonnie Doon pub is 
well worth seeking 
out—honest! 


By DAVID DICENZO . 


s | stare up at the wall of Hon- 
est Mur’s Bar and Grill, | 
a painted image that pretty 


much tells the story of this Bonnie 
Doon neighbourhood fixture. The 
thing is kind of like a coat of arms—a 
shield-shaped symbol incorporating a 
pint of beer, a pizza, the face of a 
native chief wearing a headdress, a 
pool table, a silhouette of buildings 
on Whyte Ave and a hand holding 
two lightning bolts. Okay, I get the 
beer, the pizza, the pool table and the 
Whyte skyline, but for the life of me I 
can’t figure out what the hell the rest 
of that stuff has to do with a pizza 
and steak joint. But before I can pon- 
der the matter further, my food 
arrives—and I'm starving. 

1 find myself in Honest Mur’s for 
two reasons. One, I know a bunch of 
people who are regulars, whooping it 
up on the karaoke machine whenever 
they get the chance. My buddy Colin 
tells me that Mur himself is a solid 
guy—gravelly-voiced, with a real old- 
school way of scribbling orders down 
on a small, three-ringed pad with a 
pencil worn right down to the nub, A 
“my word is my bond” type of gentle- 
man. “Guys like Mur are the frierids 
of my dad,” he says. Cool. The other 
reason is that I picked up the better 
half at work down on the U of A farm, 
and her casual ensemble meant that 
an upscale place was out of the ques- 
tion. That's no shot at Honest Mur’s— 
the charm of this place is that 
everyone seems welcome. Besides, the 
football paraphernalia tacked all over 
the walls and club mix of a TLC song 
pumping out of the jukebox tip me 
off that I’m not going to have to grab 
a blazer out of the back of the car. 

Just the way I like it. 

I'm told that the burgers are all 
the rage at this joint. They even have 
a cafeteria-style hot hamburg on the 
menu and while the thought of reliv- 
ing the high school lunch days is 
mighty tempting, I pass. It's half- 
price pasta night on this specific 
evening and the many pizza selec- 
tions look good too. | had already 
decided on some steak, while Kate 
goes with a simple grilled chicken 
sandwich. We also ordered a small 
Greek salad to start. At the risk of 
Stating the obvious, I have to say it 
was a little on the, well, small side, 
but chunky veggies, lots of feta and a 
heavy concentration of decent olive 
oil in the dressing—you can tell not 
only by the taste but the rich golden 
colour—scored a few points back for 
me. Kate dug into her chicken sand- 
wich, complete with fries and gravy 
and certainly seemed happy enough. 


Flubbed sandwich? 


| felt the same about my dish, though 
it confused me as much as the coat of 
arms on the wall. I ordered the steak, 
but I think I got the steak sandwich 


12-D, 


ECEMBER 18, 2002 


because of the slice of garlic toast 
tucked underneath it. It looked really 
good when the waitress slid it in 
front of me, however, topped as it 
was with a bunch of pan-fried mush- 
tooms and a couple of crispy onion 
tings, the baked potato all dressed up 
on the side. I asked for medium rare 
and that’s precisely what I got. Noth- 
ing worse than a steak done in a dif- 
ferent manner from which you 


ordered. And Mur’s kitchen uses a 
special, tasty spice mix for the meat. 
A couple of pints are perfect to wash 
the meal down and the waitress then 
flippantly asks if we want to finish 
things off with a tequila. I explain my 
couple of misfortunes with the evil 
alcohol and she understands. 

Honest Mur’s also serves break- 
fast on the weekends and according 


to some friends of Colin’s, it’s a 
great spread. The patrons are usually 
the same ones who closed the place 
the previous night, which is great. I 
appreciate any restaurant/bar/pub 
that puts on a breakfast. Hosting the 
early meal can be a nightmare—I 
know, I’ve worked at a few such 
places—and any establishment that 
does it right is surely putting in the 
extra effort. “Yeah,” says Jay, a dude 
1 know who's played a live gig there, 
“they have a wicked breakfast.” 

One other tiny thing worth men- 
tioning: the prices on the menu 
aren't entirely up to date so the final 
tally of $36 was just a couple shekels 
more than | thought it would be. 
Sound more like Dishonest Mur’s, eh? 

Nah, just kidding. Though I’m sure 
if he reads this, Mur will make note of 
the comment in his little book. © 


Honest Mur’s Bar and Grill 
8937-82 Ave © 463-6397 
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2003 


By DAVID YOUNG 
ann JOHN TURNER 


Last week, the Oilers went south and 
their record didn’t. The team lost to 
Tampa Bay on Thursday and then fol- 
lowed up with two shutouts in a row on 
the weekend over Florida and Atlanta. 
Then Mike Comrie got into a fight and 
Jiri Dopita actually scored a goal. And 
Friday the 13th isn’t until this week. 


John: The Oiler machine continued 
to roll along this week after a minor 
setback in Tampa Bay. Unlike earlier 
in the season when the Oilers would 
wait until the third period to play to 
their potential, the team played well 
against the Lightning for the first two 
periods and then forgot to show up 
in the third. That worried me at first 
because | thought maybe Edmonton 
were about to try this new pattern 
for the next couple of weeks but they 
quickly turned it around for their 
next two outings. Last week’s games 
themselves weren’t that exciting but 
they sure give us a lot of interesting 
things to discuss. 

Dave: | figured the road trip 
would result in two out of three wins. 
That's always a bonus. Four more 


points from a road trip is good news. 
Tampa Bay was lucky to beat the Oil- 
ers but the Florida Panthers and 
Atlanta Thrashers barely showed up. 
As of Tuesday, the Oilers were in 
eighth place in the entire league. The 
team is now one of the hottest in the 
NHL. A month ago | was wondering 
what to do during playoffs but it 
looks much better now that Edmon- 
ton will be in the Stanley Cup tourna- 
ment this year. 

John: One of the highlights of 
week was Jiri Dopita making it back 
into the line-up on Thursday night. 
The bigger story was that he scored 
his first goal of the season on Sunday 
afternoon against the Atlanta Thrash- 
ers. What struck me most about 
Dopita’s goal celebration was the 
look on his face—absolute relief. 
Kind of like when you go in for an 
operation and 24 hours after the fact 
you still haven't gone to pee. You 
don’t really feel like you have to, but 
the nurses threaten you with a 
catheter if you don’t. So you stand at 


the toilet for 45 minutes until you. 


finally manage to force yourself to 
go. That's the kind of look of relief 
that I’m talking about. 

Dave: It was good to see Dopita 
finally score and I’m glad you escaped 
the catheter. Dopita nearly scored 
another marker later in the game on a 
pretty feed from Ryan Smyth, but the 
puck bounced off the post. The enig- 
matic Dopita showed a lot more of, 
the talent Oiler fans were promised. 

John: How about Atlanta’s Ilya 
Kovalchuk? He can be a great offen- 
sive player but he is also a giant 
defensive liability. | watched him give 
away the puck a number of times dur- 
ing the game against Edmonton. Does 
he even know how to pass a puck? 


But his actions during his fight with 
Mike Comrie were pretty pathetic. 
We're talking about a big boy here— 
6'2” and 235 pounds—and he was 
pulling hair like a little girl. 

Dave: I’m just disappointed 
Edmonton only plays Atlanta once 
more this season. | think Oiler fans 
have a new Public Enemy #1. At least 
the next game is at Skyreach. Comrie 
should shave his head, tie down his 
jersey and take another run at the 
much bigger Kovalchuk in front of 
friends and family. Or send big 
Georges Laraque after him. But 
Georges has those long dreadlocks 
now. The hair-pulling would be too 
big a temptation for the Atlanta loud- 
mouth. At least for the few seconds 
until unconsciousness sets in. 

John: What Kovalchuk did prove 
was that he still has a lot of maturing 
to do if he wants to become a super- 
star in the NHL. Kovalchuk"remarked 
after the game that Edmonton is “just 
a team of morons. Even the first 
league in Russia, we have teams 
stronger than this.” Sounds like he’s a 
whiner. | wonder where the Atlanta 
Thrashers would rate in the first 
league in Russia? 

Dave: Compared to Atlanta, the 
Oilers are morons. They have more 
on the win column, more on their 
roster and more in the stands watch- 
ing the games. So the kid’s right. You 
know something funny I’ve noticed? 
When the Oilers play poorly, usually 
the best player on the ice is Ethan 
Moreau. But now that the team has 
improved, | haven’t noticed Moreau 
as much. If it takes adversity to make 
the hard-working winger shine, then 
| hope the team doesn’t provide 
many more opportunities for Moreau 
to do his thing. © 
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It’s in you to give: 
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Take time this winter 
and make a donation! 
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Call today and book 
your appointment. 


canaovan aiono sERVces 
Bicod. It's in you to give. 
www.bloodservices.ca 


1 888 2 DONATE 
(1 888 236-6283) 
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I SHOULD HAVE KNOWN THEY WOULD 
TRY IT AGAIN |!!! 


NIK ROFEELYA 
AND 


BLUE JAY 


NO ADVANCE TIX , gi 


WHAT ELSE 
ARE YOU 
GOING TO DO? 


Alberta Avenue Hall (9210-118 
Ave) Womonspace New Year's Eve 
Mixed Dance featuring DJ Annie. 
Dress: semi-formal. Tix: $15 adv. / 
$17 at the door ($15 for out-of 
towners), incl. midnight buffet and 
champagne toast. Doors: 9 p.m. 
Reservations: 482-1794 


The Armoury (10310-85 Ave) 
Absolut New Year's Eve. Tix: $50 
adv. / $35 VIP card holders, incl. 
appetizers, champagne, party 
favours. Dress: modern cool, more 
MTV than Dynasty. 


Billiard Club (upstairs, 10505-82 
Ave) Black and White on Whyte. 
Dancing and prize giveaways, incl. 
ski tip to Marmot. Dress: formal. 
Tix: $20, incl. hors d’oeuvres, cham- 
pagne. Info: 432-0335 


Black Dog Freehouse (10425 - 
Whyte Ave) Live music: Mad 
Bomber Society. Tix: $14 adv. avail- 
able at Blackbyrd, Listen, Freecloud 
and the Black Dog. Doors; 7 p.m. 


Casino Edmonton (7055 Argyll 
Rd) Live music: Colleen Raye and 
Cornerstone. Info: 463-9467 


Casino Yellowhead (12464 - 153 
St) Rock ‘n’ Roll Revival Show. Info: 
424-9467 


Celebrations Dinner Theatre 


+ (13103 Fort Rd) Live entertain- 


ment: All for One (musical comedy) 
plus deluxe buffet dinner, party 


Win a NEW YEARS evening at Four Rooms 


valued at $100) courtesy of Yue Weekly 


To Win enter your name and daytime phone number by 


fax to 426-2889 


Ber Ye 2002 KUTT WaaaN 


favours, midnight snack, cham- 
pagne and dance (with DjJ). Tix: 
$79.95 plus GST. Reservations: 448- 
9339. Doors: 6 p.m. 


Cowboys (10102-180 St) Boogie 
Nights, retro disco music with DJ, 
assorted prizes incl. trip for two to 
Mexico. Tix: $19.95, incl. appetizer 
buffet, champagne and party 
favours. Doors: 8 p.m. Info and tix: 
481-8739 


The Crown and Derby (Oasis 
Hotel, 13103 Fort Rd) Live music: 
Paul Fuellbrandt, plus dance (with 
DJ). Hot and cold appetizer buffet, 
party favours, door prizes, cham- 
pagne. Tix: $20 plus GST. Reserva- 
tions: 448-9339 


DiNiro’s Dinner and Dance 
(13103 Fort Rd) Buffet dinner, party 
favours, door prizes, champagne 
and dance (with DJ). Tix: $39.95 
plus GST. Reservations: 448-9339. 
Doors: 6 p.m. 


The Druid (11606 Jasper Ave) 
Dinner and party. Tix and info: 
454-9928. 


Elephant and Castle on Whyte 
(10314-82 Ave) Catch a Rising Star, 
with live music by Ann Vriend and 
the Dropouts. Oilers vs. Dallas Stars 
hockey on the big screen at 6:30 
p-m., music to follow. Prizes incl. 
trip for two to Panorama ski resort. 


SEE PAGE 30° 


2pm - 8pm Ms 
22 Cent Wings! 


Dec 3lst 
Special 
NEW YEARS 
Menu 
22 Cent Wings! 


15820 87 Ave. | ety4l) cy! Ave. | 
4214677 


482-4677 
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Ski & Snowboard 
this New Year’s 


4 e 5-Day 
Bus tours to: & 
Panorama 


Kelowna 
Fernie 


Call for more details... 


WSKI & TRAVEL 


489-SNOW 


www.downhillriders.com 


CO. LTD? 


Sports Bar 


New Year’s Guide 


"Continued from page 28 
Tix: $10 adv. / $15 at the door. 


a 
44 Magnum Club (8318-144 Ave) 
Live music: April Fool's (classic rock 
/ top 40). Turkey dinner with all the 
trimmings, plus champagne at mid- 
night, party favours and prizes all 
night long. Tix: $25 per person, on 
sale at the club. Dinner: 7 p.m., 
Dance: 9:30 p.m. 


Four Rooms Restaurant and 
Lounge (Edmonton City Centre) 
Four Rooms Four-Course New 
Years Eve, featuring live music by 
Brett Miles. Reservations and info: 
426-4767 


Four Rooms Restaurant and 
Lounge (28 Mission Ave, St. Albert) 
Four Rooms Latin New Years Eve, 
featuring live music by ;Bomba! 
Reservations and info: 460-6688 


Fox and Hounds (10125-109 St) 
Live music: CJSR Battle of the Bands: 
The Final Battle. Info: 423-2913 


Highrun Club (4926-98 Ave) Live 
music: Connors Road. Drink spe- 
cials, party favours, champagne. Tix: 
$10 adv. or at the door 


The Iron Horse (8101-103 St) 
Mardi Gras New Year's Eve, with 
entertainment throughout the 
night. Limited reserved seating 
before 8 p.m. Dress code: semi-for- 
mal. Tix: $25, incl. complimentary 


appetizer buffet. 


The Joint (West 
Edmonton Mall) 
Main floor: DJs Har- 
mon B and Kwake J 
(top 40, R&B). 
Upstairs: DJs Ariel & 
Roel and Remo 
(house). Dress: for- 
mal. Tix: $19.95 adv. 
at TicketMaster (451- 
8000). Doors: 8 p.m. 


J.J.’s Pub (13160- 
118 Ave) Live music: 
The Michael 
Edwards Band (blues 
rock). Info: 451-9180 


Jasper Place Hotel 
(15326 Stony Plain 
Rd) 50th Anniver- 
sary New Year’s 


Party. Live music: % 


/, 


Insight plus dancing [FRaMTeoiel se atietialiacceiaccet iene tt 
at Senators (S5+). Lounge (Edmonton City Centre) 


Tix: $4 (Senators 
only) / $5 adv. /$7 at the door, incl. 
sandwiches, snacks, party favours 
and champagne. Doors: 7 p.m. 
(both events) 


Julian’s Piano Bar (Chateau Louis 
Hotel, 11727 Kingsway Ave) 3 x 88 
New Year's Eve, with live music by 
three pianists playing from 9 p.m. 
until midnight (classical, jazz and 
contemporary). Dinner packages w/ 
choice of entree from 7-11 p.m. and 
Champagne and Strawberry pack- 
ages from 9 p.m. until midnight. 
Tix: $35 for dinner / $15 for cham- 


pagne and strawberries. Reserva- 
tions: 732-4583 


Kingsknight Pub (9221-34 Ave) 
Live music; Face First. Info; 433-2599 


LB’s Pub (111-23 Akins Dr, St 
Albert) Live music with Look Twice. 
Door prizes incl. night for two at 
Fantasyland Hotel. Tix: $20, incl. 
drink specials, midnight lunch, 
party favours and complimentary 
drink. Reservations: 460-9100 


SEE PAGE 34 


¢ Drink Specials « 
° Dinner Specials - 
¢ Free Party Favours ° 
¢ Free Champagne @ Midnight - 
° $5 Advance / $10 @ Door: 


Dec 13 & 14 
Secret Sauce 


Dec 20 & 21 
Matthew's Grin 


"Just 10 minutes from anywhere!" 
4926-98th Ave 440-2233 
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Continued from page 30 


Longriders (11733-78 St) Live 
music: Harlequin with Secret 
Sauce. Tix: $20 adv. until Dec. 14 / 
$25 at the door / optional late 
lunch: $7, first come, first served. 
Doors: 7 p.m. 


Majestik (10123-112 St) Y and the 
Purple Starfish with DJs TBA (house, 
trance, breaks): Special package for 
party at both Majestik and Y After- 
hours. Tix at Underground, DV8, 
Majestik, Foosh, Colourblind. 


Mayfield Inn (16615-109 Ave) 3rd 
Annual Latin New Year at the May- 
field Inn, with live music by 
Orquesto Energia, plus DJ Moreno, 
DJ Fuego. Tix: $60 incl. full buffet 
dinner, dance, party favours and 
champagne. $25 adv., dance only, 
incl. champagne at midnight. $30 at 
the door. Doors: 6 p.m., Dinner: 7:30 


p-m., Dance: 9 p.m.-3 a.m. Reserva- 
tions/info line: 920-4450 / 424-0733 


Mezza Luna Latin Club (10238- 
104 St) El Reventon Del Ano, with 
live music by La Banda Formula 
(Vancouver), plus DJ José José. Tix: 
$15 general / $30 incl. show and din- 
ner (appetizer, choice of 12-ounce T- 
bone steak or grilled chicken with all 
the trimmings). Doors: 6 p.m, Din- 
ner: 7-9 p.m. Dance all night long. 
Reservations: 423-LUNA (S862) 


Nashville’s Electric Roadhouse 
(West Edmonton Mall) Live music: 
April Wine. Tix: $39.95 adv. / 
$49.95 day of. Tix available at Tick- 
etMaster (451-8000) 


New City (10079 Jasper Ave) The 
Famous Annual $5 New Year’s Eve 
Party, with DJs Nik Rofeelya and 
Bluejay. Tix: $5 at the door. Info: 
429-CLUB 


O’Byrne’s (10616-82 Ave) Dinner 
and party. Tix and info: 414-6766. 


Every entree sold at 
Julio's on New Year's 
Eve will get you a 
free ficket to 


THE BILLARD CLUB'S 


BAKRIO 


MEXICAN RESTAURANT 


10400 WHYTE AVE + 431-0774 


RUSSIAN VODKA 


Ottewell Pub (6104-90 Ave) Live 
music: The Hootin’ Annies and 
Willie and the Haymakers (folk rock, 
classics). No cover. Show: 9:30 p.m. 


Overtime Broiler and Taproom 
(10204-111 St) The Rockin’ Bond 
New Year's, with live music by 
Bobby Cameron (boogie/blues rock). 
Tix: $65, incl. dinner / $35 party 
only. Tix and info: 423-1643 


Pure (10551-82 Ave) Fire and Ice: A 
New Year's Masquerade Gala: a cele- 
bration of the arts, music and the 
New Year featuring award-winning 
ice sculptor Delayne Corbett, fire 
spinner Phuong Vu and an art 
exhibit by local artists Janice Belyea, 
Melissa Delamar, Raya Mission and 
Delayne Corbett. Music by DJ Drag- 
on, Dr. Yvo, Richard Delamar and 
Deep Freeze vs. Zenobyte. Cham- 
pagne at midnight, door prizes, 
masques available at the door. Dress: 
formal, costume or fetish. Tix: $10 
in advance, $12 at the door. Tix 
available at Pure and Shaggies. 


Tim Balash Tale) The Chrome Magpies play The Rev Cabaret 


Red’s (West Edmonton Mall) Studio 
54 Mega New Year’s Bash with live 
music by the Travoltas. Prizes incl, 
$10,000 cash, a trip to Las Vegas, a 
big-screen T.V., $3,000 TAG watch, 
Red’s concert tickets for a full year 
and more. Tix: $15 for the first 500 / 
$24.95 after first 500/ $29.95 day of 
/ $44.95, incl. roast beef dinner and 
show. Doors: 7 p.m., dinner and 


sd" oeuvres. 


fit 
Stoli Martinis, 
all. night, $6 50. 


L IVE 
IOSOS whyte Ave “upstairs in the old post office buliding” ‘ 


432-0335 


LOUNGE LAY 


show / 9 p.m., show only 


The Rev (10030-102 St) The y, 
New Year's Eve 2002 with live my 
by Old Reliable with Tim Balas) 4, 
the Chrome Magpies. Tix: 14 aqy 
$18 at the door. Tix availa}|¢ ,, 
Blackbyrd, Freecloud, Listen ayg 


id 


SEE PAGE 34 


WEEKLY 


WE 


HAVE 
THE 


RIGHT 
ANSWER 


Advertisers who want 
to place their print ads 
ina quality publication | 
ask the question: “Is 
your circulation 
audited?” 

Were very proud tc 
answer “Yes,” 

We are a member 0! 
the Audit Bureau of 
Circulations becaus« 
we share ABC's belie! 
that circulation audits 
are an essential assu'- 
ance of value. 

ABC is the premier 
circulation auditing 
organization in the 
world, and has been 
since 1914. Each yea’ 
ABC auditors test and 
verify that our circula- 
tion figures are facts 
not claims. An ABC 
audit is the sign of 2 
sound investment for 
advertisers. 

Not all publications 
are audited, but they 
should be. Because 

when advertisers ask 
“Is your circulation 
audited?” there's only 
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22..!"'Ng Bobby Cameron 
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10204-111 Street Edmonton AB, overtime-edm.com 423-1643 
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TICKETS $20) - INCLIIDES CHAMPAGNE & PARTY FAVOURS: 
BUY YOUR TIGKETS EARLY, THIS EVENT WILL SELL OUT! 
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| MMLADGST 499-3388 


DOWNTOWN 


edmonton city centre 
(lt2 ave, entraiiee) 


or reservations ph. 


426-4RMS (4767) 


start the evening with a 
fabulous four course dinner 
_ OF enjoy our 
special new years eve menu 


then join our 


new years eve party 
with 


brett miles 


The Tea Party will be playing the S 


New Year’s Guide 


Continued from page 34 
The Rev. Doors: 8 p.m. 


The Roost (10345-104 St) Psyche- 
delic "60s New Year’s Eve party 
with live music by Shane Train 
(acoustic funk, hip hop and even a 
little metal for good measure). 
After show dancing: retro down- 
stairs, new music upstairs. Tix: $8 
members / $10 non-members, incl. 
all-night buffet dinner, the show 
and party favours. No advance 
ticket sales. Dress: psychedelic ’60s 
attire encouraged. Doors: 7 p.m., 
show: 8 p.m. 


Rose and Crown (Sheraton 


Grande Hotel, 10235-101 St) Live 
entertainment: Sam August. No 


hew 


years 


Cve 


DECEMBER 12- DECEMBER 18, 2002 &%4 


Conference Centre 


cover charge, champagne available 
for purchase. Show: 9 p.m.-1 a.m. 


Seedy’s (10314-104 St) Live music: 
Les Tabernacles with the Operators. 
Tix: $15 adv. / $18 at the door, 
available at Blackbyrd, Freecloud 
and Seedy’s. Show: 10:30 p.m. Info; 
421-0992 


Shaw Conference Centre (9797 
Jasper Ave) The Bear Children’s 
Fund New Year’s Eve Bash 2003, 
with live music by the Tea Party, 
Theory of a Deadman and Ten Inch 
Men. Tix: $44.50 at TicketMaster 
(451-8000) 


Sherlock Holmes Pub (Capilano 
Mall) Live music: Cal Kellett. Special 
New Year's Eve dinner menu, party 
favours and hats, midnight snack 
and giveaways throughout evening. 


Reservations: 463-7788 


Sherlock Holmes Pub (1 (9); 
101A Ave) Live music: Jimmy Wig 
en. Special New Yeat’s Eve diny 
menu, party favours and hats, ; 

night snack and giveaways throw} 
out evening. Reservations: 426-77, 


Sherlock Holmes Pub (Way 
Edmonton Mall) Live mus, 
Richard Blaze. Special New Yeu, 
Eve dinner menu, party favours ag 
hats, midnight snack and giveaway 
throughout evening. Reservatioy 
444-1752 


Sherlock Holmes Pub (10341) 
Ave) Live music; Boom Boom king: 
Special New Year’s Eve dinner meq 
party favours and hats, midnigi} 


a 
SEE NEXT PAgh 
fd 


28 mission ave, 


restaurant and lounge 


pew aczaaae 


Years Guide 


and giveaways throughout 
ing. Reservations: 433-9676 
ok Café (10333-112 St) 
Year's Eve with The Northern 
_ four-course dinner (salad, 
a ‘entrée, dessert) with three 
vices of entree: prime rib au jus 
») chateau potatoes, stuffed sole 
yh rice pilaf, chicken Florentine 
eh sundried tomato linguini. Live 
ainment: The Northern Pikes. 
». $50 incl. dinner and show / $30 
ow only. Doors: 6 p.m. for dinner 
show / 8 p.m. for show only 


ornton Court Hotel (99 St and 
ser Ave) Tix: $199 per couple, incl. 
me mb dinner, champagne, dance 
nd room. Reservations: 423-9999 


ban Lounge and Whiskey 
1) (8111-105 St) Live music: 
Brush, plus DJ Gilligan. Tix: $20 
acl. show, champagne and party 


IX: $25.00 EA 


LIMITED RESERVED SEATING BEFORE 8PM 


MAL - FORMAL (NO RUNNING SHOES, JEANS, T-SHIRTS) 


DRESSCODE: SEMI-FOR 


Pry aia aNd DECEMBER 12- DECEMBER 18. 300)" 


favours. Advance 
tickets available at 
Urban Lounge 


Velvet Lounge 
(10041-170 St) All- 
night dance party, 
with drink specials 
all night long, free 
champagne, mid- 
night lunch, party 
favours. Tix: $15, Jim 
call 930-4222 / } 

Doors: 7 p.m. 


Y Afterhours 
(10028-102 St) Y and 
the Purple Starfish 
Grand Opening Cel- 
ebration, with DJs 
TBA (house, trance, 
breaks, drum 'n’ 
bass). Special pack- 
age for party at both 
Majestik and Y 
Afterhours. Tix at = 
Underground, DV8, 
Majestik, Foosh, 
Colourblind. 


The Travoltas will be partying like it’s 1979 at Red’s (not 
exactly as show 


Ar Whe BLACK DOG 
10425.WHYTE AVE 


TICKETS ARE $14 IN ADVANCE AND AVAILABLE AT 
BLACKBYRD FREECLOUD LISTEN & AT THE BDF 
QUANTITIES ARE LIMTIEO DUE TO CAPACITY 


Comfort. Convenience. Red Arrow offers Business Class Service — more 
legroom, laptop plug-ins, fold-down tables, downtown-to-downtown 
pickup and dropoff, private seats, plus complimentary snacks and 
drinks. It's a relaxing environment perfect for getting the job done. 
Make productivity your driving force and travel Red Arrow. 


| P-Rch Re 


6:00 - 9:00 PM 


$2.00 SOURPUSS $3.00 KOKANEE 
COMPLIMENTARY APPETIZER BUFFET 


SINGLE + DOUBLE ROW SEATING * ADVANCE SEAT SELECTION * CORPORATE 
RATES ¢ FOLD-DOWN TABLES * LAPTOP PLUG-INS ¢ CAR RENTAL 


Daily express passenger and parcel service between Calgary, Red Deer, Edmonton and Fort McMurray 


rec/arrow motor coach 


Reservations /information 1.800.232.1958 www.redarrow.pwt.ca 
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Idealistic promoter 
Eli Klein stages a 
charity punk 
Christmas show 
By JENNY FENIAK 


ots of folks figure they know 
LL‘: to define punk—an 

aggressive, in-your-face, frantic 
style of rock music. But even I, who 
came of age steeped in punk’s mix of 
Taw energy and rebel politics, had 
my eyes opened when 22-year-old 
Eli Klein pulled his head out of polit- 
ical science textbooks long enough 
to share his definition of the work. 

“It's transcended into so many 
things,” he says excitedly. “It’s writ- 
ing, it’s poetry, it’s art, it’s music, it’s 
participation, it’s activism, it’s poli- 
tics, it’s energy, it’s youth, it’s gender, 
it’s culture, it’s sexuality, it’s anar- 
chy—it’s everything to anybody and 
I've never come across a movement, 
a position of anything that’s been so 
devoted to such a commonality.” 

Klein has recognized that the 
commonality that unites punk rock 
is also the necessary element for 
active social change, and he also fig- 
ures there’s no better time to put 
punk’s principles into action than 
Christmas, the very holiday whose 
commercialization and sentimental- 
ization would seem to make it the 
very antithesis of the punk ethos. 
Klein and his company, Black Dot 
Productions, have allied with Rob 
Wright of Bulletproof Productions, 
New City, the U of A Student Union 
and many other groups and individ- 
uals to organize an entire weekend of 
punk rock music as a vehicle to raise 
awareness and funds for poverty in 
the city. Bands—and lots of them— 
are playing for free, venues have 
been offered and free advertising has 
spread the word. Recalling the huge 
success of Wright’s Ramones tribute 
for the Cross Cancer Institute last 
spring, he’s taken the reins for Friday 
night’s Misfits tribute while Klein has 
solidified Saturday’s “all-ages plus 
booze” show on campus. 

By the end of the weekend, Klein 
hopes to have raised at least $4000 for 
two specific organizations working in 
the city to combat poverty, the Inner 
City Hot Lunch Program and the iHu- 
man Society. “When we first sat down 
to talk about this,” he says, “variety 
was what we all agreed on, that it had 
to touch everybody. Every person 
who enjoyed all those kinds of music 
had to be there because this is a cause 
that we can all unite under.” 


Eine Klein rockmusic 


Eli Klein, probably with punk on his mind 


Dot Dot heat 


About five years ago, Klein hooked 
up with a punk-luvin’ girl named Liv 
Lunde. Together they started Black 
Dot Productions ard published a 
scene ‘zine under the same name. 
“I’m a promoter because I’m not in a 
band,” says Klein. “Basically, I don’t 
play anything, but I’m obsessed with 
the music scene. Bands and promot- 
ers are just as much in support of the 
scene as anyone else and it’s impor- 
tant to be involved.” Not only did 
Lunde help Klein pursue his love of 
music, but she also introduced him 
to Wallis Kendal, co-creator of the 
Gun Sculpture and founder of the 
iHuman Society, a drop-in arts and 
music centre for youth at risk. 


“Volunteering with iHuman real- 
ly helped me sort of understand that 
needs don’t go away,” he continues, 
“and unless somebody steps up to 
address them, there's no point. So, it 
helps a lot when we can give back to 
a group that really, like, gave a lot to 
me as far as showing me that the peo- 
ple that get dismissed a lot in society, 
the young ruffians or whatever, can 
produce good things. These are 
young kids who have talents inside 
them that have never been given a 
venue and to put them in this envi- 
ronment is conducive to that and 
therefore something that I support.” 


My Stillframe is true 


Some of the bands scheduled to play 
this weekend, like Choke, were 
asked along because of their ability 
to draw a crowd, but others were 
singled out for their generous nature 


and strong devotion to the pun} 
scene. “Like Stillframe,” says Klein 
“Those kids are shitting their pant 
over being able to play this shov 
[They] have worked to earn the spo} 
in a show of this size. It’s a chan: 
for us to thank them for even exist 
ing as bands, ’cause if they didn’ 
exist, | wouldn’t have a job.” 

But Black Dot has never been jus 
a job for Klein. Last year, the comp 
ny ran into trouble with a very unsui 
cessful gig that wound up costing 
them thousands of their own dollar 
But the shows went on. “Nobodj 
wants to see us spending our rent amd 
tuition,” Klein says, “but at the sami 
time, everybody recognized the pas 
sion Liv and I had for the scene and 
that we are committed to it, no mat: 
ter how bad we fall. 

“It's important to me,” he contin 
ues, “and I know it’s important 
thousands of kids in the city. It repr 
sents so many things to so many pe 
ple. You've got the emo kids whos 
crycore is what they want to do an 
that’s their punk rock, to the Wedne* 
day Night Heroes who drink thel! 
faces off and are nationalists and low 
it, love the energy, love liberty spik® 
love thousands of kids swarming \" 
front of them versus Felix Carter, wh? 
sits there with scarves and cries will 
he plays acoustic guitar for 50 kids 
in Remedy. Those are both punk 1d 
Those kids are punk rock for whit 
they do, for their devotion to the! 
individual chunk of the scene.” © 


he gin’ It for the Kids, 
Part One: The Misfits Tribute (wil 
Broken Nose, the Franklins, Raya" 
Cowboys and the Homewreckers): Ne « 
City, Fri, Dec 13 © Part Two: 0! 
ages/licensed show (with Choke, 
Open Wounds, Stillframe, the Operatoe 
and Woodabeen): Dinwoodie Loung® 
(UofA), Sat, Dec 4 
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BIG TIME FUN! 


DOORS SPM + FREE BEFORE SPM 
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By PHIL DUPERRON 


The Dz2isiest girls in town 


Painting Daisies * Sidetrack Café « 
Fri-Sat, Dec 13-14 For many rockers 
who spend more time on the road than 
at home, it can be tough holding down 
a day job. Not so for Painting Daisies 
guitarist Rachelle Van Zanten. She’s 
found her niche, selling boots at the 
Mountain Equipment Co-Op where they 
actively support her transient lifestyle. “1 
have an amazing job,” says Van Zanten. 
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“It’s the first job I've ever had where they 
encourage rock.” The Daisies have 
recently returned from their latest globe- 
trotting adventure on the volcanic island 
nation of Iceland and then Holland. 

Van Zanten says taking a dip in Ice- 
land’s sulfur springs and the beautiful 
hiking made it an unbelievable trip. But 
they didn’t get to meet Bjork, Iceland's 
quirky pop princess. “We invited her to 
the show, but she was in England at 
the time,” she says. Truth be told, Ice- 
landers are into much heavier musical 
fare. “They're really into metal,” says 
Van Zanten. “We actually got a lot of 
compliments that our band was a nice 
change. You didn’t need earplugs, but 
it was still rock, you know?” 

Change is in the wind for Painting 
Daisies as well. Their 2000 disc Fortissi- 
mo has earned the band enough criti- 
cal acclaim to keep them on the road, 
but all good things must come to an 
end. “We've toured that album a lot,” 
says Van Zanten, “and we still have so 
many places to tour it, but we've 
become such better writers and musi- 
cians that it’s time to move on.” 
Come the new year, they will begin 
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pre-production on a follow-up 4; 
with the help of Lester Quitzay ,,,, 
hopefully have something fresh oy ; 
spring. “I think it’s going to be |, 
Zeppelin meets the Bangles,” «),, 
says. Instead of relying on the hoy, » 
field advantage and recording j; 
Edmonton, the Daisies will heaq .. 
Calgary for some peace and quiet 
“Its good to be isolated and ayy, 
from things that can distract yo), , 


think,” says Van Zanten, "So we’, 


gonna go to Calgary and focus on 10}; 
ing but the album. When you're ; 
Edmonton it’s really hard because yo); 
got other things going on like work 
friends and you can’t have that. Yo 
gotta just go hard or go home.” 

The band’s take-no-prisoners 3t;, 
tude has no doubt helped their ca; 
but not without a few casualties ajo, 
the way. Muffy the Highway Slayer (; 
my opinion the best name ever (; 
tour van) has broken down for the 
time and they’re in the market { 
new vehicle so ol’ Muff can be put 
to pasture. “I think we know every 
gle AMA driver-from here to Leth 
bridge,” says Van Zanten. “We've go} 


B111-1005T « 439-d080} 


really busy year ahead of us 
that will require’a van that 
doesn’t break down.” Fri 


What about blob? 


Amoeba * CD release 
with iDrop and Hemi « 
The Rev Cabaret « Sat, 
Dec 14 Although you ‘ve 
probably never heard of 
Amoeba, you will have 
soon enough. It’s Edmon- 
ton’s latest hard-edged 
band, and it brings togeth- 
ep members of earlier proj- 
ects like the Boozehounds, 
texas Blood Money and 
Endsville into a focused 
metal assault. And despite 
having played only two 
live shows, they've already - 
released a full-length CD, 
Blue Collar. 

Guitarist Beau Dodd 
says the band decided to 
focus on putting out a disc before 
building up a live following because 
they've tried it the other way around in 
other bands and it didn’t always work. 
"We decided to do the album,” he says, 
"because | think things move a lot 
faster for a band when you solidify your 
music. If you record it, it becomes solid- 
ified and defined. Plus you have a prod- 
uct to give people.” 

Instead of cutting corners and find- 
ing a cheaper way to put out their 
debut, Amoeba saved their pennies 
and did it up right. They recorded Blue 
Collar with Phil Anderson at Power 
Sound Studios and had it mastered by 
Nick Blagona in Toronto at Metal 
Works. The end result is a mature- 
sounding album with an attention to 
detail that less experienced bands in a 
hurry to catch a trend often miss out 

n. “That's what it’s all about,” says 
Dodd. “If you want to go somewhere 
playing music that isn’t mainstream, 
you kind of have to make it tactful. If 
you do your own thing you have to 
have a real serious outlook. It’s not in- 
your-face. You know how a lot of 
metal is really aggressive and super- 
duper angry? Well we have that ele- 
ment, but it’s handed to you ona 
silver platter. It punches you in the 
head, but it’s not abrasive.” 

Dodd thinks the band’s devotion 
to playing music as well as listening to 
it has allowed them to create a com- 
plete album instead of just looking for 
a hit. “I really like to listen to an 
album from beginning to end,” he 
says. “So that’s what we did on this 
disc. When we were writing it, we 
made sure it sounded good the whole 
Way through. We really think about 
the listener in that respect. We don’t 
want to bore them. We still do what 
we want to do, like it or lump it, but 
for the most part we wanted to make 
an album the masses could enjoy.” 


Subordinate Clauses 


Santas Anonymous Christmas 
Jam * The Rosebowl « Sun, Dec 
15 (8pm) Every year around Christ- 
Mastime, local roots legend Mike 
McDonald holds an open stage with a 

of his musical friends to raise 
money for Santas Anonymous. Each of 
the last 10 years has been more suc- 
cessful than the preceding one, and 
this year McDonald will bring in some 
ut-of-town acts like Ford Pier and 


Whyte Avenue 
snooty clubs—I’m staying 
downtown where the-rock is 


Les Tabernacles * With 
Shitstorm * New City « 
, Dec 6 © reVUE Les 
Tabernacles 
filling the ma 


had no prob 


sive ne New 


City stage or giving their new 
sound system an e€ar-splitting 
workout. But all the dark cor- 
ners of New City’s new Jasper 
Ave location gave it a strange 
empty feeling until people 
got their asses out of their 
seats and started to shake. 
Then the dance floor filled up 
and the joint started rocking 
The-band swilled and spilled 
as much booze as the crowd 
and Jailhouse Rob whipped 


himself into a contagious 
frenzy that spread through- 
out the cavernous room. 


can keep its 


Tippy Agogo as well as Stony Plain 
Records golden boy Corb Lund in 
hopes of raising $1,500. 

McDonald thinks the simple 
approach of Santas Anonymous makes 
it an ideal way to do some good. 
“There's not a bureaucracy the money 
has to get filtered through or any- 
thing,” he says. “They basically collect 
the money and buy toys with it and 
distribute them to poor people. 
Absolutely all the money goes to San- 
tas Anonymous—the very next day, as 
a matter of fact.” 


Twentyfold’s latest score 


Twentyfold ¢ With Deep Fine 
Grind ¢ Urban Lounge * Wed, Dec 
18 Billing themselves as “Edmonton's 
best-kept secret,” Twentyfold is eager 
to go public. “We want to put 
Edmonton on the map,” says bassist 
Matthew Dean. “That's really our mis- 
sion.” If this five-piece hard rock outfit 
is successful where SNFU, West 
Edmonton Mall and Wayne Gretzky 
obviously failed, they will have tri- 
umphed over very humble begin- 
nings. They met two years ago 
through an ad in this very paper and 
the rest, as they say, is history. 

“\t was actually quite magical 
because we wrote three songs that 
evening, right there and then, com- 
plete with lyrics and everything,” says 
Dean. “I'd never seen a singer in my 
life do that. [Kynan] told me to play a 
bass riff and just started singing and 
playing with it like he’d known it his 
whole life. It was pure chemistry, 
that’s for sure.” 

But chemistry and talent aren’t 
always enough. Twentyfold released 
their independent disc Warning Explicit 
Canadian Content this summer, but 
without a distribution deal, it’s tough 
to get noticed. “It’s kind of hard to get 
independent music into the main 
record stores because they don’t want 
to take the chance on it anymore,” says 
Dean. Unfortunately it’s a plight com- 
mon to many up-and-coming Canadi- 
an bands. “I like to think Canadians are 
different,” Dean says. “We're quite a 
talented bunch. Canadians in general 
have always put their heart and soul 
into everything they do and we're so 
proud of where we came from. I’m 
hoping the Canadian music scene is 
realizing this. It seems like a band 
almost has to go down to the States to 


Phil Duperron 


get noticed when it’s been right under 
people's noses the whole time.” 


Humbug music 


The Christmas Carol Project > The 
Roxy Theatre * Dec 18-22 « Info: 
453-2440 Since its inception an a 
frigid December evening in 1996, The 
Christmas Carol Project has grown into 
an Edmonton institution. The musical 
interpretation of the Dickens classic will 
run five times this year and includes 
three new songs. Organizer John Arm- 
strong says it started as a simple idea in 
which local musicians like Maria Dunn, 
Terry Morrison, Al Brant and Kenneth 
Brown would get into their characters 
through music. “The whole concept 
was they would write their own songs 
from the perspective of their charac- 
ters,” says Armstrong. 

Bill Bourne, Edmonton’s own 
Voodoo King, plays Ebenezer Scrooge. 
Even though Bourne jokes about get- 
ting the part because his trademark 
top hat makes him a dead ringer for 
Scrooge, the show has become very 
important to him. “It’s a profound 
story,” says Bourne. “It really involves 
any artist. You just get into it. You 
can’t help it, it’s a very powerful story.” 

Bourne thinks Dickens—an early 
advocate for children’s rights—wrote 
the story about abuse of power and 
the people who get hurt by it. With 
America poised to go to war in Iraq, 
he thinks there are still lessons to be 
learned from the moral play the show 
is based on. “What's been learned?” 
he asks. “The story is more valid than 
it’s ever been. It’s more relevant than 
ever. In Iraq there’s 300,000 children 
that are collateral damage from the 
sanctions and bombing. You have to 
really examine the context of A Christ- 
mas Carol. The power brokers didn’t 
want to let go of their power, and it’s 
still the same.” 

But in the end, Bourne thinks it’s 
the story's simple message of the 
importance of just being good to one 
another that matters most—and 
music is an enduring way to get that 
idea across, “It’s an interpretation 
that’s really grounded in the culture 
we live in and the kind of society it is 
now,” he says. “So it’s not a nostalgic, 
dramatic replay. To me, it’s certainly 


alive and happening and it’s rooted in” 


the artists that are alive and aware in 
this time now.” © 
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A BENEFIT FOR EPSB HOT LUNCH PROGRAM 
FOR INNER CITY SCHOOLS & FHUMAN 


“= 


NOTHING AT ALL 
THE FRANKLINS 
THE HOMEWRECKERS 
| FAT DAVE SOUNDWAVE 


PLUS MORE TO BE ANNOUNCED? 
NEW CITY 


10081 Jasper Ave. 
(Paladium building) 
429- Clu Ee 


| 
revor Finlay 


Weeknights 


For a FREE listing, fax 426-2889 or 
e-mail listings@vue.ab.ca. 


Deadline is 3pm Friday. 


ALTERNATIVE — 


DINWOODIE LOUNGE U of A Campus, 2nd 
Fl., Students’ Union Eales. SAT 14 (7pm 
show): Choke, The ora founds, Stillframe, 
The Operators, Woodabeen. All ages. Licensed 
event. TIX $10 adv. @ Blackbyrd, Listen, 
Freecloud, Power Plant. All ages. Licensed 
event, 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 10079 Jasper 
Ave., Paladium Building, 413-4578. FRI 13 
(9pm door); Misfits tribute show: Broken 
Nose, The Franklins, Raygun Cowboys, The 
Homewreckers. TIX $1 0@ door. No minors. 
Benefit for the EPSB hot lunch program and 
IHuman. ¢ 


POWER PLANT U of A Campus. SAT 21 
(8:30pm door): The Corb Lund Band, Carolyn 
Mark and Her Roommates, The Swiftys. 
Licensed event. No minors. TIX $12 adv., $15 
@ door, Ady. tickets @ Blackbyrd Myoosik, 
Power Plant, Listen Records and Freecloud. 


REV 10030-102 St., 423-7820. FRI 13: The 
Vagiants, Pangina, Some Won Spit. SAT 14: 
Amoeba (DC release party), iDrop, Hemi. THU 
19: Hip Hop for Hunger: Politic Live, Tuff 
House, Darkson Tribe, CV's Finest, Holy Ghost. 
All proceeds and non-perishable food items 
go to the Edmonton Food Bank. SAT 21: 
Niceguy, Metallica, Mr. Relaxer. 


BLUES AND ROOTS 


THE ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 7704-104 
St., 432-4611. *Every THU (9pm): Open mic. 
FRI 13: Northwest Passage. SAT 14: Spirit of 
the Atlantic. 


THE BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 10425 
Whyte Ave., 439-1082. *Every SAT (3-6pm): 
Hair of the Dog. No cover. SAT 21: Mark < 
Davis. 


BLUES ON WHYTE Commercial Hotel, 
10329 Whyte Ave., 439-S058. SUN 15-FRI 20: 
Sam Cockrell and the Groove, Trevor Finlay. 
No cover. Sun-Thu; $3 cover Fri-Sat. 


CAPITOL HILL PUB 14203 Stony Plain Rd., 
454-3063. FRI 13-SAT 145: Rusty Reed. 


DUSTERS 6402-118 Ave., 474-5554. *Every 
THU: Open stage w/Juke Joint. FRI 27-SAT 28, 
TUE 31 (9:15pm): KGB. 

FILTHY McNASTY’S PUBLIC HOUSE 
10511-82 Ave., 432-5224. *Every SUN: Open 


stage hosted by Mike Caton. *Every MON: 
Metal Mondays hosted by the Bear’s Yukon 


Jack. *Every WED: Boogie Nites. 


FLYBAR 10314-104 St., 421-0992. *Every 
MON (9pm-12): Open stage. 

44 MAGNUM CLUB 8318-144 Ave., 475- 
8702. *Every SAT: Open Stage Jams. All 
bands, singers and musicians welcome. FRI 
20-SAT 21 (9:30-1:30): Mr. Lucky. 


JASPER PLACE HOTEL 15326 Stony Plain 
Rd., 489-1906. THU 12-SAT 14: Hugh Betcha. 
SAT 14 (3-6pm): Jam w/Hugh Betcha. 


L.B.’S PUB 111-23 Akins Dr, St. Albert, 460- 
9100. FRI 13-SAT 14: Watkins Glen. FRI 20- 
SAT 21: Kyler Schogen. FRI 27-SAT 28, FRI 3: 
LookTwice. 


MEZZA LUNA LATIN CLUB 10238-104 St., 
423-LUNA. *Every WED and THU (9-11 pm): 
Latin dance lessons. *Every weekend: Live 
Latin music, 


O'BYRNE’S 10616 Whyte Avenue, 414- 
6766. MON 16, MON 23: The Suchy Sisters. 


PLEASANTVIEW HALL 10860-S7 Ave., 434- 
5997. *Every THU (7pm): Wild Rose Old Tyme 
Fiddlers Association jam session. 4 


RIVERDALE COMMUNITY HALL 9231-100 
Ave., 424-2915, 420-1757. FRI 13 (8pm): The 
Wailin’ Jennys (folk). TIX $12 ady., $15 @ 
door. Adv. tickets @ TIX on the Square. 


ROSEBOWL PIZZA AND LOUNGE 10111- 
117 St., 482-5152. SUN 15 (8pm door, 9pm 
show): Annual Rosebowl Santaa’s Anonymous. 
Featuring: Ford Pier, Ann Vriend, Corb Lund, 
Rambling Rose Review, Tippy Agogo, Mike 
McDonald's new band, Rachelle Van Zanten 
and La De Da, Swamp Flowers, Maria Dunn 
and more. Hosted by Winston Berbert. 
Proceeds go to CHED’s Santas Anonymous. 


ROSIES 124 St., 482-1600. SAT 14 
(9:30pm); Video Karaoke. No cover 


SCRUFFY MURPHY’S IRISH PUB 
Whitemud Crossing, 485-1717. *Every MON 
(9:30pm): Open stage hosted by Chris 
Wynters. Every TUE: Industry Night. 
SECOND CUP 10303 Jasper Ave., 424-7468. 
*Every THU (7:30-10:30pm): Acoustic open 
stage hosted by Ron Taylor. 

SECOND CUP AT CALLINGWOOD 
Callingwood Square, 6825-177th St., 486- 
1999. *Every WED (8pm): Open Stage hosted 
by Richard Monkman and Erroll Zastre. 


SEEDY’S 10314-104 St., 421-0992. *Every 
SAT: Live music. SAT 14: Devilsplendor. 


SIDETRACK CAFE 10333-112 St., 421-1326. 


*Every THU (7-9pm): What Happens Next? 
(comedy improv show) hosted by Graham 
Neil of CFRN TV, starring Donovan Workun of 
Atomic Improv. *Every SAT (3-7pm): 
Afternoons at the Sidetrack: Hosted by Tim 


at 11:30 pm 


Lent. Special quests and a jam. All-ages ey, 
kids welcome. No cover. Every SUN (8p, 
Sunday Night Live: Punchline Scramble! 7; 
Comedy Game Show. THU 12 (9:30pm) 
Knuckledusters (rock). $4 cover. FRI | 3-< 1; 
(10pm): Painting Daisies. $6 cover, SUN) 
(8pm): Sunday Night Live: Matthew’s ci 
Punchline Scramble, DJ Dudeman. $6 ¢; 
MON 16-WED 18 (9:30pm): Matthew's 
No cover. THU 19-SAT 21 (10pm): Dac 
Longlegs (8 piece band). Thu $4 cover: | 
$7 cover. SUN 22 (8pm): Sunday Night |; 
FireWater, Punchline Scramble, Dj Dudem, 
$6 cover. THU 26 (9:30pm): Johanna 
Sillanpaa, $4 cover. FRI 27-SAT 28 (100m) 
The Highlites. $6 cover. SUN 29 (8pm) 
Sunday Night Live:The Highlites, Punctyli 
Scramble, DJ Dudeman. $6 cover. 


SPORTSMAN’S CLUB 5708-75 St., 4) 
8333. SAT 14 (9:30pm): Tim Lee and the 
Revelators (blues). No cover. 


ST. THOMAS CAFE 44 St. Thomas si 
8225. eFirst THU (7:30-11:00pm) ea. month 
Acoustic open stage hosted by Penny and ji 
Malmberg. *Every FRI: Jazz Night. 


SUGARBOWL CAFE AND BAR 109 
Ave., 433-8369. *Every 2nd SUN (2- 
PROxyBOY (live chill-out electronica) 
SUN ¢6:30pm): Brett Miles presents Rise 
Inspirational instrumentals (pass the hat). F 
13 (9:30pm); Colleen Marie Brown, Lindsa 
Jan (singer/songworiter). $5 cover. 


TIM'S GRILL 7106-109 St., 413-9606 
*Every SAT: Open stage hosted by Dan 
Meunier. FRI 13 (9:30pm): Ben Sures. No 
cover. 


THE VAT 101, 5301-43 St., Red Deer, (403 
346-5636. FRI 13-SAT 14 (10pm-2am): Mr 
Lucky. No cover. 


WESTWOOD UNITARIAN CHURCH HALL 
11335-65 Ave., 432-1154, 420-1757. THU | 
(7:30pm): The Wailin’ Jennys (folk), Keri Lyn 
Zwicker (harp, vocals). TIX $10. Ady. tickets @ 
TIX on the Square. 


“CLASSICAL 


Presented by The Da Camera Singers v 
Jubiloso! handbell choir. Jeremy Spurgeon 
(organ). TIX $10 senior/student, $15 adult © 
TIX on the Square, @ door. SAT 21 (8 
Dancing Day: A Christmas Canatilon Char 
Choir, Belle Canto women’s ensemble. TIX 
$15 adult, $12 senior/student. 


ARDEN THEATRE 5 St. Anne Street, St 
Albert, 459-1542. FRI 13 (7:30pm): Winter 
Harp. TIX $23.50. 


< _ 
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P Sir Winston Churchill Sq., 953- 
Fe 2pm) Anfenton Kiwanis 
Singers, Little \s Children’s Choir, Studio 
igh Feeophone Quartet. Free. Donations to the 
Food Bank. 


CONVOCATION HALL U of A Campus, 492- 
0601, 420-1757. SUN 15 (4pm): Festival City 

Winds Music Society winter concert. TIX $7 @ 
door. 

MONTON SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 
ote r Centre, 4 Sir Winston Churchill Sq., 
oe 1414. FRI 20-SAT 21 (8pm); Super spe- 
cpl: Messiah. Bruce Pullan (conductor), Linda 
Perillo (soprano), Frances Jellard (mezzo- 
soprano), Robert Breault (tenor), Gary Relyea 
(bass-baritone). Richard Eaton Singers. TIX 
Start at $22. Student/senior discounts avail- 
able. SUN 22 (8pm): Super special: Sin 
along Messiah. Bruce Pu lan eancAG; 
Linda Perillo (soprano), Frances Jellard 
(mezzo-soprano), Robert Breault (tenor), Gary 
Relyea (bass-baritone), Richard Eaton Singers. 
ayes each with general admission seating. 


HORIZON STAGE 1001 Calahoo Rd., Spruce 
Grove, 962-7631. SAT 14 (7:30pm): Family 
Chwistmas concert. Pro Coro Canada. A 
Christmas sing-along for the family. TIX $15 
adult, $8 children 12 and under. 


JUBILEE AUDITORIUM 11455-87 Ave., 
‘wvew.metamorphosis.home-page.org. TUE 17 
(8pm): Metamorphosis; Concerts by Maestro 
Nowak. TIX @ TicketMaster. 


McDOUGALL UNITED CHURCH 10025-101 
St., 420-1757. SAT 14 (3pm): Songs of the 
Nativity: Cantilon Choirs. TIX $12 adult, $8 
student/senior @ TIX on the Square. SAT 14 
(8pm): Jubilate Christmas concert: Ariose 
Women’s Choir, TIX Adv. $12 adult, $10 stu- 
dent/senior @ TIX on the Square, $15 adult, 
$12 student/senior @ door, 


ST. ANDREW'S UNITED CHURCH 9915- 
148 St, 452-4454. SAT 14 (4pm): 4th Annual 
Service of Nine Lessons and Carols: Members 
of the Edmonton Centre, Royal Canadian 
College of Organists. The Christmas story told 
jn scripture and song, with carols and 
anthems by choirs, and carols for everyone to 
sing. Tammy-lo Mortensen (conductor). Free. 
onfering received in support of the Edmonton 
Centre, RCCO. 


WEST END CHRISTIAN REFORMED 
CHURCH 10015-149 St., 420-1757, 464- 
3894. SAT 14 (2pm, 7pm): Winter Song: 
Kokopelli Choir w/Oran. TIX $12 adult, $10 
student/senior @ TIX on the Square. 


WINSPEAR CENTRE 4 Sir Winston Churchill 
Sq., 102 Ave., 99 St. #436-6932. 420-1757. 
SUN 15 (2pm); Festival of Light: Alberta _ 
College students and ensembles. TIX $13. 
*420-1757, 478-5326. MON 16 (7pm): 
Celebration of Christmas: Edmonton 
Columbian Choirs, handbell choirs, Colin 
Maclean (host). TIX $10 adult, $8 
student/senior @ TIX on the Square, FRI 20 
(noon-1pm): Christmas Bureau Caroling: 
Carol sing-along in support of the Christmas 
Bureau of Edmonton. Featuring choirs: 
Richard Eaton Singers, University of Alberta 
Madrigal Singers, University of Alberta Mixed 
Chorus, Greenwood Singers, Pro Coro 
Canada, Da Camera Singers, | Coristi, 
Edmonton Opera Chorus, Chorale Faculté St. 
Jean, Cantilon Chamber Choir, Belle Canto, 
Concordia Choir, Dnipro Ukrainian Choir, 
King’s University College Chamber Choir, Sine 
Normine. Jeremy Spurgeon (Davis concert 
organ), Leonard Ratzlaff (conductor). Free, 
donations to the Christmas Bureau of 
Edmonton accepted @ pledge line 429-5151. 
SAT 28 (2pm and 7:30pm): Opera Nuova’s 
Christmas: Amahl and the Night Visitors. 


BARRY T'S GRAND CENTRAL STATION 

6111-104 St., 438-2582. *Every WED/FRI: To) 

Fs Wit} Damian. *Every SAT: ‘80s night wid. 
mian, 


CASINO EDMONTON 9055 Argyll Rd., 463- 
9467. THU 12-SAT 14: Pan sient FRI 20-SAT 
eh f Gupsy and the Rose. FRI 27-SAT 28: 2- 


CASINO VELLOWHEAD 12464-153 St., 
463-9467. FRI 13-SAT 14: Silverhawk, THU 19- 
SAT 21; Robin Kelly as Elvis. THU 26-SAT 28: 
Colleen Rae and Cornerstone. 


DEVLIN’S MARTINI BAR 10507-82 Ave., 
437-7489. *Every SUN: D] Diabolic spins the 
in sounds from way out. 3 


GALLERY LOUNGE Mayfield Inn, 16615-109 
Ave., 484-0821. *Every THU-SAT: DJ Steve. 


GAS 10166-114 St., 488-4841. 
Rie : Karaoke. *Every THU-SAT: 


(GREENHOUSE NIGHTCLUB Neighbourhood 
Inn, 13103 Fort Rd,, 472-9898, *Every WED- 
SAT: D] Travis, 


THE JOINT WEM, 486-3013, 451-8000. 
*Every SAT: Power 92 live on location. 


THE ROOST 10345-104 St,, 426-3150. 
THU: Charity Show night. Different show 
very Week w/D] Jazzy. FRI; Upstairs: Twisted 
Fruit w/Djs Sweets Ipswitch, Alvaro and 
ests. SAT: Upstairs: DJ Jazzy. Downstairs: 
TC. SUN: Betty Ford Hangover Clinic Show 
ve/D] Jazzy. 


TONIC AFTER DARK 9920-62 Ave., 408- 
2877. Las Vegas style nightclub. oe 


CONCERTS 


THE ALBERTA ROOTS MUSIC SOCIETY 
Bonnie Doon Community Hall, 9240-93 St., 
420-1757. *SAT, Dec. 14 (7pm door, 8pm 
music): John Henry (CD Prequel concert), 
Down to the Wood, Bob Jahrig, Corb Lund, 
Terry Morrison, Kat Dancer, Andrea House, Jo 
Whitley. TIX $12 adv., $15 @ door. Adv. tick- 
ets @ Blackbyrd Myoozik, Clea’s Bookshop, 
Myhre’s Music, Sound Connection, TIX on the 
Square. 


ARDEN THEATRE 5 St. Anne St., St. Albert, 
459-1542. sFRI, Dec. 13 (7:30pm): Winter 
Harp. TIX $23.50. 


FESTIVAL PLACE 100 Festival Way, 
Sherwood Park, 449-3378, 451-8000, *SAT, 
Dec. 14 (7:30pm): CKUA's Live from Festival 
Place: A Celtic Christmas: The McDades. TIX 
$22 cabaret; $19 theatre seating. #Fri, Jan. 10 
een CKUA Live from Festival Place: Harry 
Manx (blues), No Guff. TIX $22 cabaret, $19 
theatre seating @ Festival Place box office. 
*FRI, Jan. 31: Michael Burgess (contemporary 
Broadway). TIX $28. 


FULL MOON FOLK CLUB St. Basil’s Cultural 

Centre, 10819-71 Ave., 420-1757. *FRI, Jan. 

10: The Paperboys. TIX $16 @ door, children 

under 12 half price (at the door only). Adv. 

eee @ TIX on the Square, Sound Side 
ound. 


HORIZON STAGE Spruce Grove, 962-8995. 
*SAT, Dec. 14 (7:30pm): Pro Coro Canada tra- 
ditional family Christmas concert. TIX $15 
adult, $8 children 12 and under. Jan. 15-18 
(7:30pm): lan Tyson (country). TIX $30. sjan. 
24 (7:30pm), Jan. 25 (2pm): Barachois (trad. 
Acadian). TIX $20 adult, $15 student/senior 
evening; $8 matinee. 


JUBILEE AUDITORIUM 11455-87 Ave., 451- 
8000. *FRI, Feb. 14 (6:30pm door; 7:30pm 
show): Carolyn Dawn Johnson and Keith 
Urban, w/ jimmy Rankin (country). TIX 
$39.50, $49.50 @ mchetMasteniiekets on 
sale Fri, Dec. 13. 


LONGRIDER’S 11733-78 St., 479-7400. 
eTUE, Dec. 31: Harlequin, Secret Sauce, TIX 
$20 adv. until Dec. 14. 


NASHVILLE'S ELECTRIC ROADHOUSE 
WEM, 489-1330. Top 40, country and dance 
music. *TUE, Dec. 31: New Year's Eve: April 
Wine. TIX $39.95 adv., $49.95 day of. 


PROVINCIAL MUSEUM 12845-102 Ave. 
*ALICE’S RESTAURANT, 488-7333. *FRI, Dec. 
29 (8pm door): Nathalie Clarke. TIX $7 @ 
door. *THEATRE, 453-9100. SAT, Dec. 28 
(7:30pm show); An Acoustic Evening with 
Mike Plume, Joel Stewart and Jenny Orenstein. 


RED'S WEM, 481-6420, 451-8000. *Dec. 13- 
14; Bad Habitz. FRI, Dec. 20 (9pm door): 
Chunk, Las Vegas Crypt Keepers. $4 cover. 
*SAT, Dec. 21 (9pm door): Coldspot, Sinclair. 
$4 cover. *SAT, Dec. 28 (7pm door): Swollen 
Members. Licensed. All ages show. TIX $25 @ 
TicketMaster. eTUE, Dec, 31: Studio 54 New 
Year's bash: The Travoltas (disco tribute). *FRI, 
Jan. 31 (7pm door; 9:15pm show): Steve Earle 
and the Dukes. TIX $35 @ TicketMaster. 
Tickets on sale Fri, Dec. 13. 


RED WILLOW COMMUNITY CHURCH 15 
Corriveau Ave., St. Albert, 
www.sacch.SOmegs.com, *FRI, Dec. 20 
(7pm): A Soul Christmas: Gospel Christmas 
concert. Presented by the Students of African, 
Caribbean and Canadian Heritage (SACCH). 
Proceeds to the SACCH Scholarship Fund and 
other SACCH events. 


RIVERDALE HALL 9231-100 Ave., 424- 
2915. *FRI, Dec. 13 (8pm): The Wailin’ 
Jennys. TIX $12 @ TIX on the Square. 


SKYREACH CENTRE 451-8000. ¢Jan. 28. 
Our Lady Peace, Trailer Park Boys, Seether. TIX 
@ TicketMaster. 


STANLEY A. MILNER LIBRARY THEATRE 

7 Sir Winston Churchill Sq. *THU, Dec. 19 

(7:30pm door; 8pm show): The Corb Lund 

Band, Carolyn Mark and Her Roommates. All 

ages licensed event. TIX $12 adv., $15 @ 
oor. Adv. tickets @ Blackbyrd Myoozik. 


WESTWOOD UNITARIAN CHURCH 11135- 
65 Ave,, 432-1154. eTHU, Dec. 12 (7:30pm): 

The Wailin’ Jennys, Keri Lynn Zwicker. TIX $10 
@ TIX on the Square 


WINSPEAR CENTRE 4 Sir Winston Churchill 
Sq., 102 Ave., 99 St., 428-1414. *THU, Dec. 
12 (8pm); The Nylons. TIX $32.50 @ 
Winspear box office. *FRI, Dec. 13 (8 im): A 
Jazzy Nutcracker Suite: Toronto Jazz Septet 
with PJ Perry. All ages, including and particu- 
larly children. TIX start at $20 @ Winspear box 
office. SUN, Jan. 12 (8pm): World at 
Winspear series: Flamenco in Concert: Paco 
Pena (flamenco guitarist) w/singers, musicians 
and dancers. 


- COUNTRY 


WILD WEST SALOON 12912-50 St., 476- 
3388. *Every WED (8-9:30pm): Beginner 
dance lessons. *Every THU (7:30-9:30pm): 
Intermediate dance lessons. 


FOUR ROOMS RESTAURANT Edmonton 
Centre, 102 Ave. Entrance, 426-4767. THU 
12: Mo Lefever Trio. FRI 13-SAT 14: Brett 
Miles, THU 19: Dan Skakun Trio. FRI 20-SAT 
21 (9pm); SUN 22 (8pm): 11 O'Clock Songs: 


Santa Baby: Cabaret w/ Celina Stachow, 
Tracey Power. THU 26; Brett Miles. FRI 27: 
spiiara Sillanpaa. SAT 28; Wayne Feschuk 
tio. 
FOUR ROOMS RESTAURANT 28 Mission 
Ave., St. Albert, 460-6688, FRI 13-SAT 14: 11 
O'Clock Songs. FRI 20-SAT 21: IBombal FRI 
27: Johnny Collins. 


JULIAN’S PIANO BAR Chateau Louis Hotel, 
11727 Kingsway Ave., 732-4583. *Every WED 
(9:30-11:30pm): Wednesday late nite jazz 
with Graham J. FRI 13 (5-8pm): Gary Bowman 
(rock, blues piano). 


YARDBIRD SUITE 10203 Tommy Banks 
Way, 432-0428, 451-8000. *Every TUE (8pm 
door); Jam sessions. FRI 13-SAT 14 (8pm. 
door, 9pm show): Jazzy Christmas: Bobby 
Cairns Trio, Chandelle Rimmer (vocals). TIX 
$12 member, $16 guest. TUE 10: Jam w/ 
Bill Richards. 


ZENARI'S ON 1ST 10117-1017 St., 425- 
6151. FRI 13 (8pm-midnight): Dave Babcock 
Trio. $5/person min. charge. 


PIANO BARS 


CROWN AND DERBY 13103 Fort Rd., 478- 
2971. THU 12-SAT 14; Neil MacDonald. MON 
16-SAT 21: Tim Cotton. 


ROSE AND CROWN PUB Sheraton Grande 
Edmonton Hotel, 10235-101 St,, 441-3036. 
THU 12-FRI 13: Tim Becker, THU 19-SAT 21: 
Tim Becker. 


SHERLOCK HOLMES CAPILANO Capilano 
Mall, 5004-98 Ave., 463-7788. Every THU 
and SAT: Celtic night. THU 12-SAT 14: Dave 
Hiebert. THU 19-SAT 21: Lyle Hobbs. 


SHERLOCK HOLMES DOWNTOWN Rice 
Howard Way, 10012-101A Ave., 426-7784. 
THU 12: Chuck Belhuimer. FRI 13-SAT 14: Cal 
Collette. TUE 17-SAT 21: Jimmy Whiffen. 


SHERLOCK HOLMES WEM Bourbon St., 
W.E.M., 444-1752. THU 12-SAT 14: Tony 
Dizon. MON 16-SAT 2: Sam August. 


SHERLOCK HOLMES ON WHYTE 10341-82 
Ave., 433-9676. *Every THU and SAT: Celtic 
night. FRI 13-SAT 14; Chuck Belhuimer. FRI 
20-SAT 21: Boom Boom Kings. 


POP AND ROCK 


Also see Club Weekly on page 48. 


FOX AND HOUNDS 10125-109 St., 423- 
2913. THU 12: Battle of the Bands: The 
Farkus Affair, Jack Diddy, Curbstomp, 
Resonance. THU 14; Battle of the Bands: 
Indian Police, Nothing At All, From Start to 
Finish, Change Methodical. FRI 20: Kerb 
Dogs, Nitro Oxzide, Ghost Town Drive. FRI 
17: Penny, Jack Diddy, Slack-Jaw. 


THE GOBBLE GOBBLE RESTAURANT 
12831 Fort Rd., 406-8133. FRI 20: Stiff 
Richard. No cover. 


HIGHRUN CLUB 4926-98 Ave., 440-2233. 
FRI 13-SAT 14: Secret Sauce. FRI 20-SAT 21: 
Matthew’s Grin. 


HONEST MUR’S BAR AND GRILL 8937-82 
Ave., 463-6397. *Every THU/FRI; Live bands. 


J.J."S PUB 13160-118 Ave., 451-9180. FRI 
13-SAT 14: Secret Sauce (rock). SUN 15: 
Dance party featuring Danielle B (R&B/pop) 
FRI 20: Charity Rock ’N’ Roll Showcase: 
Michael Edwards Band (R&B, rock), Lifepoint 
(rock). In support of the Edmonton Food 
Bank. SAT 21: Charity Rack ‘N’ Roll Showcase: 
Baggywrinkle (rock), The Farkus Affair (rock), 
Bilderbergs (rock). In support of the 
Edmonton Food Bank 


KINGSKNIGHT PUB 9221-34 Ave., 433- 
2599. THU 12: Hed. FRI 13-SAT 14: Ten Inch 
Men. THU 19: Secret Sauce. FRI 20-SAT 21: 
Exit 303. THU 26: Haven. FRA 27-SAT 28: Face 
First. 


LONGRIDER’S 11733-78 St., 479-7400, 
*Every TUE: Live traditional country music 
hosted by Bev Munro. *Every WED-SAT: ah 
40 country, dance, classic rock. *Every TH 
Thursty Thursday w/DJ Doc Lou. 


OTTEWELL PUB 6108-90 Ave., 450-5953, 
970-7063. *Every THU: Battle of the Bands. 


STARS 10545-82 Ave., 434-5366. THU 12 
9pm door; 9:30pm show): Fat Dave, Snak 
Pak, Lunchbox, FRI 13; Shawn McNasty’s 
Molten Metal Mayhem. SAT 14: Scully and 
the Hypocrites, the Franklins. WED 18: Shawn 
Mc\Nasty’s Molten Metal Mayhem. THU 19: 
Fat Dave, Snak Pak. SUN 22: Wednesday 
Night Heroes, Our Mercury, The Kasuals, 
Dance Floor Disasters. MON 23: Savannah, 
Standing for Something, Falling for Rating 
Preshure Point, Stronger Than Blood. THU 26: 
Fat Dave, Snak Pak. SAT 28: Portal, Indy 
Nosebone, Evilive. 


URBAN LOUNGE 8111-105 St., 439-3388. 
*Every TUE: Urban Unplugged. THU 12-SAT 
14: Matthew’s Grin. No cover. Thu. $5 cover 
Sat. MON 16: Bartenders Flair competition. 
WED 18: Deep Fine Grind, 20 Fold. $5 cover 
Sat, THU 19-SAT 21: Firewater, No cover. Thu. 
$5 cover, THU 26: Dj Gilligan. FRI 27-SAT 28: 
Crush. $5 cover, 


CALGARY CONCERTS 


PENGROWTH SADDLEDOME SAT, Dec. 
21: Cher, Cyndi Lauper. 


® 


www.thesherlockholmes.com 
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Rd tall 


a 
A handy guide to 
the confusing, 
crossover-coveting 
world of jazz babes 
BY SARAH LISS 
™ lame it on Diana Krall. Since 
the sullen siren made it big 
with her bland, piano-driven 
versions of jazz standards, the music 
.windustry’s been salivating over fresh, 
photogenic young divas with inter- 
national appeal. With Christmas 
around the corner, it’s inevitable 
that people are going to want some 
sultry sirens to soundtrack those 
cold winter nights by the fire. It’s 
hard to keep track of all these babe- 
licious belters without a scorecard, 
so we've done the legwork for you. 


ANE MONHEIT 
The buzz: A finalist at the 
Thelonious Monk Awards in 1998 at 
age 20, she’s winning raves for her 
breezy Ella Fitzgerald-style warbling 
on her In the Sun (N-Coded) disc. 
Years on the scene: Four 
Writes her own stuff? Nope 
Role model: Felicity 
Pop star counterpart: Mandy 
~ Moore 
Famous parent(s) she won’t 


BS 
SSN 


Handbell choirs with guest host 
Colin Maclean 


Monday December 16, 7:00pm 


Winspear Centre 
Tickets available by calling 478-5326 


(Celebrat 


10n O 


talk about? None. Her entire fami- 
ly’s musically oriented; her mom, 
grandma and aunt sang profession- 
ally, while her brother fancies him- 
self a rock guitar virtuoso. 

Gap ad potential? Promising. 
The sultry siren would look fab in 
khakis, and for a jazz chick, her aes- 
thetic isn’t overly elitist. 

Archetypal high school per- 
Sona: Big-haired, gum-snappin’ lead 
in the schoo] play. Hey, she’s an 
Island girl, after all. 

Misguided crossover cover 
tune : Bread’s ‘70s AM radio staple 
ag” 

Wears: J. Crew meets Jacob. 


NORAH JONES " 

The buzz: 23-year-old 
pianist/crooner plays traditional and 
jazz-informed material with collabo- 
rators including alt-jazz hipster 
Charlie Hunter. 

Years on the scene: Three 

Writes her own stuff? Yep 

Role model: Laura Nyro 

Pop star counterpart: Jakob 
Dylan 

Famous parent(s) she won’t 
talk about? Calls Ravi Shankar dad 
but was raised by her mom in Texas. 

Gap ad potential? Medium. 
Jones’s Indian heritage is a definite 
selling point. Plus, her dusky voice 
oozes sex. But she may be too cool. 

Archetypal high school per- 
soma: The wannabe boho art chick 
who drank black coffee and smoked 
clove cigarettes. 


Edmonton Columbian Choirs 


... @ musical experience for the whole family 


f Christmas 


A program of beloved 
\\ Wty Christmas singing and ringing 
4 featuring children’s, youth and 
adult chorale. 


e presents... 


or at the door 


DECEMBER 


re they cats or canaries? 


Misguided crossover cover 
tune: Roxy Music’s “More Than 
This.” 

Wears: Marc Jacobs with a hint 
of Helmut Lang and some vintage 
shit. 


DIANA KRALL 

The buzz: Canuck smoochy 
standards crooner supreme, with a 
perma-scowl, blasé delivery and a 
proclivity for cheesy titles and glam- 
our shots. 

Years on the scene: 13 

Writes her own stuff? It’s 
what goes on the cover that counts. 

Role model: Kenny G 

Pop star counterpart: Shania 
Twain 

Famous parent(s) she won’t 
talk about? Nope. Cites her dad’s 
massive record collection as a key 
inspiration. 

Gap ad potential? Excuse 
me? Krall’s already writhed her 
way through a series of Chrysler 
commercials. The Gap couldn’t 
afford her now. 

Archetypal high school per- 
sona: The bitchy, preppy, popular 
chick who gave blowjobs to the 
entire football team after the prom. 

Misguided crossover cover 
tune: Er... which one? 

Wears: Something trampy. 


PATRICIA BARBER 
The buzz: The so-called “Alanis 

of the avant-jazz” boasts an idiosyn- 

cratic, intense, cabaret-flavoured 


delivery, powerful 
piano chops and 
cryptically poetic 
lyrics. 

Years on the 
scene; Almost 14 

Writes her 
own stuff? Bet- 
ter believe it! 

Role model: 


Diana Krall 


Pop star coun- 
terpart: Tori 


Amos 

Famous par- 
ent(s) she 
won’t talk 
about? Papa 
Floyd “Shim” 


Barber tooted the 
sax with the 
Glenn Miller 
Band, and mom 


was an amateur 
blues chanteuse. 
Gap ad 


potential? No 
freakin’ way. 


Archetypal 
high school 
persona: Th 
weirdo Wiccan 
chick who wrote 
Suicide poetry 
and drew anarchy 
symbols on the 
back of her note- 
books. 

Misguided crossover cover 
tume: Santana’s “Black Magic 
Woman.” 

Wears: Anything, as long as it’s 
black. ® 


HORIZON 


Horizon Stage 
Tickets & Gift 


Certificates 
Make Great 
Christmas Gifts!! 
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An attentive Listen-er 


Listen Records 
celebrates its first 

r as Edmonton's 
prime post-rock 
emporium 


here were more than a few 
j people who figured Kris Bur- 
wash’s idea wasn't very good. 

Yet here he sits in Listen Records 
a year later, and he’s laughing. 
When Burwash opened the doors to 
the store last December, he admits 
that he didn’t know what to expect. 
“| thought I might sell a record a day 
for the first month or so,” he recalls, 
“but 1 was beating my projections 
from the very first day.” 

Burwash opened Listen with a 
pragmatic mindset. Basically, the 
other local indie 
record stores just 
couldn't meet his 
appetite for experi- 
mental post-rock music. “I was mail- 
ordering stuff, and I knew a handful 
of people who were doing the same, 
specifically vinyl,” he says. “I also 
lived on the north side, so I found 
[travelling] all the way down to 
Whyte Avenue hard to do all the 
time. And for the stuff I wanted, the 
selection just didn’t seem to exist.” 

Listen started out as an idea over 
two years ago. Burwash was inspired 
by Calgary stores like Melodiya and 
Sloth and wanted to use them as a 
mode! for his own operation. “I went 
to Calgary for a show, and I was blown 
away by these places,” he remembers, 
“and I wondered why there were no 
stores like these in Edmonton. I mean, 
Edmonton isn’t that small of a place, 
so I couldn’t see why there wouldn’t 
be any support for it.” 

The process of opening the store 
was expedited by an unexpected 
influx of money. With cash in the 
bank and a business plan in hand— 
not to mention a strong distaste for 
the job he had at the time—Bur- 


wash started looking for a location, 
eventually settling on the burgeon- 
ing downtown tetail corridor of 124 
Street, joining other indie music 
shops like Sound Connection and 
DV8 Records. Yet even before the 
first day of business, Burwash had 
no idea what to expect. 

“Even during the planning 
Stages,” he says. “I didn’t know 
what to think. There were times I 
thought that I was going to lose all 
my money. There were many times 
when I thought that this was the 
worst idea that I’d ever had.” 


More Pounce to the ounce 


To his surprise, the store was an 
immediate hit with disaffected music 
buyers looking for that rare Hot 
Snakes record. Another successful 
move was holding gigs in the shop. 
So far, acts like Operation Makeout, 
the Getaway, Parkade and Prince 
Pounce have shuf- 
fled their gear 
around the record 
bins and enter- 
tained supportive crowds. “It was 
something that just happens in stores 
like these, and I wanted to do them,” 
he says. “The space I have is con- 
ducive for it, and so I figured, why 
not? At the time I started, I was in a 
band that was a bit experimental and 
not really suited to bar shows, which 
I'm not a big fan of. I don’t really 
drink, and I don’t feel like smoking a 
half-pack of cigarettes in secondhand 


smoke in a night. Besides, I don’t 
think experimental music works great 
in a bar anyway, so it was a perfect 
Opportunity to do shows like that.” 

Burwash doesn’t seek out the acts 
that play Listen either. “Most every- 
thing has been brought to me,” he 
explains. “It’s amazing how many peo- 
ple contact me to do shows. I don’t 
know how they know, but they do.” 

This weekend's performance by K 
Records artist Wolf Colonel and local 
act Devilsplendor is just another 
example of how Listen has inspired 
and encouraged the local post-rock 
scene. “Devilsplendor is a regular 
customer of mine, and a very loyal 
one,” Burwash says. “I don’t know if 
the store has made an impact on the 
scene, but since I’ve become a larger 
part of the local music scene, I’m 
more aware of what’s been going on. 
Most things I would find out about 
three months later I’m now hearing 
about in the rumour stages. There’s 
more [experimental music] around in 
Edmonton, but it’s not something I 
would want to take credit for.” 

No matter how successful Listen 
becomes over the next few years, Bur- 
wash has no plans to turn it into 
some kind of indie chain. “I'd rather 
expand into distribution,” he muses, 
“or start a record label than become 
some kind of global conglomerate.” © 


Listen Records 1st Anniversary 
With Wolf Colonel and Devilsplendor 
© Listen (10649-124 St) « 

Fri, Dec 13 (7pm) 


Join over 3000 artists NXNE has showcased since 1995. 
Apply now and plug into Canada’s largest festival 
celebrating new and emerging music. 


By ALLISON KYDD 


Scrooged again 
—_ 


The last time Grzegorz Nowak’s Meta- 
morphosis series was in town, it wel- 
comed a squad of celebrated tango 
dancers and a virtuoso accordionist 
knighted by the Republic of Italy. 
Nowak speaks with satisfaction of the 
audience's response to that concert. It 
reminded him of Europe, he says, 
where several curtain calls is not 
unusual. Metamorphosis returns to 


Jubilee Auditorium on December 17 
with a full-sized orchestra in tow, 
along with special guest Jerome Rose, 
one of America’s most distinguished 
Pianists and a regular performer with 
the major European orchestras. 

Far from chagrined to be back at 
the Jubilee, Nowak reminds me of life 
before Winspear. “The hall is wonder- 
ful and it feels like home,” he says. 
The size of the stage suits the upcom- 
ing production, which, along 
with Schumann’s Piano Con- 
certo in A minor, features the 
Overture to Kreutzer’s Das 
Nachtlager von Granada and 
Beethoven's beloved Sym- 
phony No. 6 (“Pastoral”). 

Talking with Nowak, it’s difficult to 
resist raising the subject of the 
Edmonton Symphony Orchestra, 
though he prefers to talk about Meta- 
morphosis, which he suggests is “fill- 
ing a gap.” “| want to have peaceful 
coexistence with the ESO,” he says. 
He enjoys the fact classical music fans 
from across the province greet him as 
if he is a good friend, which.to him 
suggests an expanding audience. “It is 


not necessarily true that services have 
to be cut and cut and cut,” he says. 
His optimism suggests the symbol of 
the Metamorphosis series, After all, 
the butterfly represents freedom, the 
urge to “spread the wings and fly.” 
Nowak is not alone in welcoming 
an era of cooperation among Edmon- 
ton’s musical institutions. After the Pro 
Coro concert on December 8, Elisa- 
beth Whitlock (now part of the ESO- 


In light of all this goodwill, | feel like 
Ebenezer Scrooge in admitting | was 
dreading the singalong portion of last 
Sunday’s Pro Coro Family Christmas 


Winspear machine) said it’s important 
to see what is good for Edmonton 
Opera or Pro Coro, for instance, as 
also being good for the ESO. 

In light of all this goodwill, | feel 
like Ebenezer Scrooge in admitting | 
was dreading the singalong portion of 
last Sunday’s Pro Coro Family Christ- 
mas. It was reassuring, then, to have 
Pro Coro artistic director Richard 
Sparks introduce some novel elements 


FRIDAY JANUARY 31 
RED’S 


ticketmaster 451-8000/ www.ticketmaster.ca 


into the annual show. He had allies in 
the brass quintet, most of whom were 
part of the Mill Creek Colliery Band co- 
production Voices, Brass and Bells held 


earlier in the week. Not only did the — 


quintet out-cheek themselves in Derek 
Holman’s rendition of “Deck the 
Halls,” but their vigourous introduc- 
tions and interludes also added energy 
to everything they touched. Most 
reservations melted in such company, 
such a space and such lively 
accompaniment, though not 
everyone was pleased. | was 
out-Scrooged by the couple 
beside me; they refused to 
sing, refused to stand and 
disappeared at intermission. | 
can only hope it wasn’t my singing 
that was responsible—but really, the 
invitation was there, and Sparks him- 
self suggested we add “have sung with 
Pro Coro Canada to [our] résumés.” 

The concert wasn’t all brashness, 
but rather a Christmas sampler of the 
beautiful and best, a “concert of warm 
fuzzies,” and organist Jeremy Spur- 
geon contributed his own enormous 
cushion of sound with Bach’s Fantasia 
in G and two other solos. Holding 
court at intermission, Spurgeon said, 
for him, the audience brings a work to 
life. He tries to get inside the compos- 
er’s head and communicate that back. 
“And Bach has a big head,” he added. 

With such a program, one runs 
out of superlatives to describe the 
choir, the blend of Scandinavian, 
Slavic and English carols with Latin 
hymns, the exquisite soloists—this 
time, Wendy Gronnestad and Sonya 
Eagles. The most unusual work was 
American Daniel Pinkham’‘s Christmas 
Cantata. Those who were introduced 
to the piece at Voices, Bells and Brass 
on December 3 had the added 
delight of comparison. The smaller 
numbers—Greenwood Singers has 
almost twice the choristers of Pro 
Coro, and the Mill Creek Colliery 
Band is five times a quintet—meant 
tuning was easier. 

At the same time, the Greenwood 
Singers have wonderful balance and 
clarity for a medium-sized choir. Con- 
ductor Robert de Frece, who also con- 
ducts the 120-voice University of 
Alberta Mixed Chorus, is obviously not 


FESTIVAL 


Ga Grant 
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LIGHT 


2:00 P.M. e SUNDAY, DECEMBER 15 
FRANCIS WINSPEAR CENTRE FOR MUSIC 


Doors open at 1:40 p.m. 

Tickets: $13 Adults/Seniors 

$10 Conservatory &MacEwan Music Students with ID 
Call (780) 423-6230 for tickets 


Alberta College Conservatory of Music 
Schola Cantorum Choirs, 


Grant MacEwan College 
Music Program Jazz Choir, and 


Dance Alberta 


Featuring Vivaldi’s Gloria and traditional carols from 
Candles, Candles to Sussex Carol 


MacEwan Alberta College 
Conservatory of Music 


VUEWEEKLY 


easily intimidated. Besides the Green. 
wood Singers and the Mill Creek Co}. 
liery Band, the Tuesday concert 
featured the University of Alberta 


Handbell Ringers, the princely si; 


Francis Price (of the Edmonton Opera 
Chorus) and the excessively talenteg 
and excessively sentimental bras; 
band conductor Derek Broadbent. 
Whatever happened to the Brits’ 
famous stiff upper lip? 

Pro Coro also premiered Alberta 
composer Allan Bevan’s new work, 
commissioned for the occasion. 
Bevan also mentions the commercial- 
ization of Christmas when he 
describes his inspiration for The Time 
Draws Near the Birth of Christ. “Some- 
times,” he says, “it is a little too easy 
for all of us to slip into a kind of facile 
celebration of Christmas, forgetting 
there are people out there that really 
suffer, particularly at this time of year. 
| tried to reflect these conflicting 
emotions in the music and attempted 
to find a similar balance of feeling, 
Music that would enhance the sense 
of anticipation and muted joy, but 
also music that would not shy away 
from its pain.” 

Bevan is not alone in acknowledg- 
ing that Christmas can also mean 
hardship. Many concert venues have 
donation boxes and on December 7, 
the St. David’s Welsh Male Voice Choir 
held a benefit concert for UNICEF 
while on December 10, the group 
Vocal Alchemy—they sing and play 
tecorders—were part of a free Christ- 
mas concert, with donations designat 
ed for the Edmonton Food Bank. On 
December 20, a noon-hour carol sin- 
galong supports the Christmas Bureau 
of Edmonton. 

Finally, the Conservatory of Music 
holds its annual Festival of Light at 
the Winspear on Sunday, December 
15, at 2 p.m, It’s not free, but it is 
reasonably priced and it gives those 
who missed the Schola Cantorum 
Women’s Choir singing Vivaldi’s Glo- 
ria in Old Strathcona on the first of 
December a second chance. In fact, 
the whole Schola Cantorum family 
will be there, and John Brough, the 
conductor of the Women’s Choir, will 
do some fancy footwork on the Davis 
Concert Organ. © 
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A Slanted and 
Enchanted look at 
a vital indie rock 
reissue 

By MATT GALLOWAY 


5 lavish anniversary 
album reissues are restricted to 
classic records by, say, John 
Coltrane and Boston. The whole idea 
of a two-disc set 
honouring an indie- 
rock album, com- 
plete with new liner 
notes, bonus tracks and remastered 
sound, runs counter to the basic con- 
cept of underground music, which is 
why the fuss around the 10th 
anniversary of Pavement’s Slanted 
and Enchanted album seems so odd. 

Recorded for $600 and released in 

1992, the record is indeed a classic, a 
shambling, cryptic bit of art-pop 
made by songwriters with names like 
5M and Spiral Stairs and a piss-tank 
drummer who occasionally spent 
entire shows standing on his head. 

For a brief second, Pavement were 
the designated Next Big Thing—a tag 
they quickly sabotaged with their 
next records. Yet while those albums 
were marked by better production 
values and the assumption that the 
band members 
were actually 
learning how to 
play their instru- 
ments, it was Slant- 
ed and Enchanted 
that (for fans at 
least) remained 
Pavement’s high- 
water mark. 

The new Luxe 
and Deluxe edition 
includes cleaned- 
up sound as well 
as outtakes, Peel . , 
Sessions, the excellent Watery, 
Domestic EP and a brutally unfo- 
cused live set. There are also new 
liner notes that include guitarist 
Scott Kannberg’s hilarious admission 
that at the time of the original 
recording, the band was concerned 
about being accused of ripping off 
Buffalo Tom and Dinosaur Jr. and 
never predicted the accusations of 
Stealing from the Fall that would 


a rock 
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atcriUlarclellate| 
Pavement 


dog them for another decade. 

For a group who never particu- 
larly enjoyed talking about their 
music when they were together, the 
concept of looking back seems dou- 
bly strange. “What's really bizarre is 
how well the reissue ts doing,” 
Kannberg laughs from Seattle. “I 
had no idea anyone cared anymore. 
I hadn’t listened to the record in a 
really long time, but I always knew 
the original tapes sounded better 
than what ended up on the album. 
Matador kept ask- 
ing us to doa 
greatest-hits or 
singles record, 
which we really weren’t into. We 
did have a lot of B-sides, Peel Ses- 
sions and live stuff, though, and | 
thought it would be cool to put it 
together in its proper context. The 
whole process just made me realize 
how much fun it was when the 
band was naive and fresh. We lost 
that toward the end.” 


Some Enchanted 
evening of scores 


That evolution from excited new- 
comers to jaded and bitter veterans 
is captured best on the long-overdue 
DVD Slow Century. The two-disc set 
includes all the band’s often hilari- 
ous videos, another particularly 
.. Shambolic con- 
cert and a docu- 
mentary that 
includes footage 
of the last three 
songs Pavement 
ever performed. 

The project 
was almost aban- 
doned, partly 
because the band 
broke up acrimo- 
niously midway 
through produc- 

: tion, but mostly 
because Kannberg was the only one 
in the band who could be bothered 
to help out with the reissue and the 
DVD. The lack of participation from 
Steve Malkmus is glaring, and in 
fact, none of the former members of 
Pavement got together or even 
spoke during the assembly of either 
the CD or the DVD. 

For those still hoping, there will 
be no Pavement reunion. “No one 


wanted to be involved with either 
project,” Kannberg drawls. “I hap- 
pened to have-all the stuff in my 


arage, so | took control of the 
whole situation. Lance, the guy who 
put the documentary together, sent 
everyone in the band a copy and 
asked for suggestions, but no one 
really helped. It was really frustrat- 
ing but not surprising, especially 
considering the way the band ended. 
Everyone was a bit frustrated with 
how certain people were behaving.” 

Even so, Kannberg is not closing 
the door on Pavement just yet. If he 
has his way, the Slanted and Enchant- 
ed package will be just the begin- 
ning of a series of definitive 
Pavement reissues. “There's tons of 
stuff for the other records that I’d 
like to get out,” he says. “We tried 
to record Crooked Rain with our old 
drummer, Gary, and there’s a bunch 
of songs from that session that no 
one’s ever heard before, plus lots 
more outtakes and Peel Sessions. I 
want it all to be out there.” © 


Pavement’s Slanted and Enchanted: 


Luxe and Deluxe (Matador) is in - 


stores now 
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LOOKS GAN BE DECEIVING 


Have A Mother Of A Holiday With These Joys: 


| Lumpy Gravy 
Prevention 
Money 
The Grand 


» Freak Out! 
Weasels Ripped My Flesh 
One Size Fits All 20 


Them Or Us 


Fillmore East - June.1971 


Meets The Mothers Of 
We're Only In It For The 


19.75: You Can't Do 


That On Stage Anymore Vol. 2 
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STRICTLY COMMERCIAL - 
THE BEST OF 


ZAPPANT 
; | 


JOE'S GARAGE 
ACTS |, UL & Ul 


DECEMBER 12- 


Edmonton Food Bank’s Christmas drive. 
The show is a first in many ways for 
Edmonton’s urban music community. 
First of all, the line-up is impressive, 
highlighting our underrated home- 
grown hip hop talent. Among the con- 
firmed entertainers are Tuff House, CV's 
Finest, Holy Ghost, FreeFlo, Kahdija & 
Shy Guy, Politic Live and Darkson Tribe. 
The achievements of these acts 
really drive home the potential of the 
Edmonton urban scene. Politic Live 
have performed across western Cana- 
da and were the first Edmonton group 
to perform at Winnipeg's lauded Peg 
City Holla Urban Music Festival. And 
Tuff House artist Reason recently 
issued his debut album Letters on 
Paper, which earned rotation on all 
four of Canada’s urban music stations. 
As for Darkson Tribe, the venerable 
group has been enjoying a banner 


Selections for the First Annual 


Battle of the 
Bands 


have been madel 
Now it's your turn to come down to 


Fox and Hounds 


and vote for your favorite band. 


By DAVID STONE 


Starved for attention 


Hip Hop for Hunger ¢ Thu, Dec 19 
* The Rev Cabaret Tis the season to 
be kind to our fellow peeps. At least, 


FM88 that’s the message being put forth by year, During the summer, they 

Fox and Hounds Tuff House Records and Music for Mav- _ released their debut CD, Darkson Ris- 
Haunted Recorders ericks Entertainment, the two local ing, which wound up in HMV bins 
present urban music labels who have teamed _ right across the country. More recent- 

the First Annual CJSR up for Hip Hop for Hunger, a benefit _ly, they snagged a position in the Dig 


Your Roots competition, an initiative of 
the National Campus and Community 


concert and MC showdown aimed at 
raising funds and awareness of the 


Battie of the 
Bands 


five at Fox and Hounds. 
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CJSR BATTLE OF THE 
BANDS SCHEDULE 


oThursday, December 12 
Blind and Torn, Death Grip, 
Jeremiah Caim 


Saturday, December 14 
The Famous Affair 


Jackilddy, Curbstomp, 
Resonance 


©Thursday, December 19 
indian Police, Nothing at All 
From Start to Finish, 

Change Methodical 


New Year's Eve Finals 


cjsr 


FM88 


great 
gift ideas 


ree 


CHARLOTTE CHURCH DIE ANOTHER DAY 
Pretade~ The Best OF 


‘Chartotte Church 


TLUERODED 
Palace 07 Bald 


ANNE MURRAY 
‘Country Creenin 


ALA KES 
Senge lo A Minas 


Original Seun ¢track 


Radio Association. Only three artists 
from each region of Canada are select- 
ed to enter the final on February 15; 
the winner will have their track includ- 
ed on the first of a series of forthcom- 
ing DYR compilations. Darkson will be 
facing down Aboriginal breakthrough 
group War Party and DGC. 

The heart of the night, however, 
will be the MC Freestyle Elimination, 
where hopeful microphone fiends will 
spill out their flows in the hope of ver- 
bally outmaneuvering the competition 
to win prizes and props. As well, the 


entire concert will be hosted by Ms. ~ 


Trish of CJSR-FM’s Urban Hang Suite 
and Diamond Cut. 

Attendees are encouraged to 
bring a non-perishable food item to 
get a $2 discount from the regular $8 
cover, but the one who brings the 
most stuff will win a special prize pack 
full of goodies from Universal Urban. 


Luke who’s talking 
Luke McKeehan ° Halo ° Sat, Dec 


14 If you own anything by Canadian 
electronica label Nordic Trax, you 


might want to head downtown to 
Halo this Saturday and see the man 
who started it all. NT founder Luke 
McKeehan will be stopping ang 
dropping his record box behind the 
decks as part of a cross-country tou; 
to promote the label’s newest Ccompi- 
lation, Button Down Beats. The disc js 
a worthwhile buy if you're into 
downtempo jazzy rhythms, bu; 
there’s plenty of international flavou; 
in the selection too, which is a testa- 
ment to the label's far-reaching influ. 
ence. Not only are there tracks 
produced by Canadian artists like 
Calgary’s own Jon Delerious, but sub- 
missions also came as far away as 
Mexico, Finland and Germany. 

As for McKeehan himself, the 
Toronto resident is no slouch. With 
a best-selling compilation, Lazy 
Transmission, on his résumé, the 
deep house Dj has also shared the 
turntables with a varied list of 
artists, from Mark Farina to Gilles 
Peterson, as well as opening for St 
Germain and David Bowie. Rest 
assured, you will be in good hands 
on Saturday night. © 


CLUB WEEKLY 


THE ARMOURY—10310-85 Ave, 702-1800 
MON: Go-Girl Night: upstairs: Junior Brown, 
sexy house ® THU: Lo Ball Night * FRI: Heaven 
and Hell, top 40 dance and retro * SAT; top 40 
dance and R&B 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR—10324 Whyte Ave 
* MON: Local Motive, house, techno and pro- 
gressive with D] Waterboy and guests * THU: | 
Can't Believe It’s Not Friday, house with DJ 
Waterboy and regular guests * FRI: top 40 and 
R&B with Sunni Sidhu » SAT: Flava, hip-hop 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE—10425 Whyte Ave, 
439-1082 « TUE: Digital Underdog, hip hop 
with Sonny Grimezz, C-Sekshun, and 
Megaforce * SUN: What The Hell, downtempo 
beats with D] Tryptomene 


BRONZE ON STH ® 10345-105 Street * WED: 
Ladies Night ® FRI: Friday Night Fever, top 40, 
hip hop and R&B © SUN: Industry night 


BUDDY’S—11725 Jasper Ave, 488-6636 * SAT: 
Animal, house with Djs Juicy and Derkin 


CALIENTE NIGHTCLUB—10815 Jasper 
Avenue, 425-0850 « FRI; Funktion Friday, with 
D) Al-V and Wayne B ® SUN: Ladies Night, with 
Invinceable, MC J-Money and quests 


CLIMAXX AFTERHOURS—10148-105 St. « 
(780) 425 2582 * THU: guest DJs ¢ FRI: 
Crunchee, Mr. Anderson, Charlie Mayhem, 
Shortee *SAT: Wil Danger, Donovan, Jaw-Dee, 
Tomek, LP, Protégé 


CRISTAL LOUNGE—10336 Jasper Ave, info 
426-7521 *FRI DEC 20; Urban Fiesta, with D) 
Invinceable and Pachuco Pachanga ® SAT; 
Urban Saturdays, with D] Al-V, Wayne B and 
guests—DEC 21: End Of Exams Bash, with D} 
GI (NYC), Dj Rah Dil (Winnipeg) 


ELEPHANT AND CASTLE ON WHYTE—10314 
82 Ave, ph. 439-4545 « TUE: Method, breaks, 
hip-house with D] Headspin 


HALO—10538-Jasper Ave, 423-HALO * WED: 
Copecetic, Brit pop and indie rock with Djs 
Rich and Shane * THU: Classic Night, retro 
with Dj Davey James # FRI: Pulse, progressive 
house with Darcy Ryan, Mike Shouf and quests 
* SAT: For Those Who Know, with Junior 


6000 CHARLOTTE 
The Young And The Hepalens 


ELTON JOUN 
Greatest Hite 1970-2082 


Had Te Be Yee. 


‘THE WALLFLOWERS: 
feed Lethor Days 


Brown, Remo and guests—DEC 14: Nordic 
Trax Button Down Beats CD Release Party 
w/Luke McKeehan (Toronto) 


LUSH/THE REV-10030-102 St., 424-2851 « 
WED: Main-The Classic, retro with D} Loki; Vel- 
vet—progressive house with Ariel & Roel « FRI: 
Future Funk—main room: The House of DV8, 
house and progressive with residents David 
Stone, Ryan Wade and guests; Velvet: The Trau- 
ma Room, drum ‘n’ bass with residents Degre« 
Phatcat, Skoolee and guests 


MAJESTIK—10123-112 St. * MON; Skool, 
house and tech house with Charlie Mayhem, 
Anthony Donohue and guests * TUE: DV8 
Records DJ Karaoke * THU: House with residents 
Tripswitch, Sweetz, and quests * FRI: Urban Fri- 
days, hip hop with Shortround and Echo ® SAT: 
Ladies Night, house with Anthony Donohue 
Derkin, Juicy and quests * SUN: D’oh!, house 
and classics with Dj David Stone and quests 


NEW CITY—10081-Jasper Ave, 413-4578 ° 
SUN: Lounge—Atmosphere, chilled beats; 
Main—Chocolate Sundays, house with Remo 
and guests * WED: Honey, house with Remo 
and Junior Brown 


PURE—10551-82 Avenue, 995-PURE * TUES. 
Pure Opulence, house with residents Yvo Del- 
Canto and Richard Delamar, with guests * 
WED: Breakout!, hip hop and breakbeats with 
Rage and J-Funk * THU: Cold & Jaded, industri- 
al and hardcore with Zenobyte and Deep 
Freeze FRI-SAT: mixed house with D] Dragon 


RED‘S—Phase 3, WEM, 481-6420 * SAT DEC 
28: Swollen Members 


THE ROOST—10345-104 St. * TUES: Upstairs: 
Roots, R&B and hip-hop with Break Fluid and 
Alvaro * FRI: Upstairs: house with Alvaro, Head- 
spin, Diabolik, Topaz, Yvo and guests 


SAVOY—10401 Whyte Ave, 438-0373 « FRI: 
Seaside, twee muzik w/Rich & Kyle ® SAT: 
Beats, with Ariel & Roel * SUN: French Pop, 
with Deja DJ 


SUBLIME (late night/after hours)-10147-104 
St., Bsmt. 905-8024 FRI: Astrotrip, Darcy 
Ryan, $2 © SAT; house with Manny Mulatto and 
Locks Garant 


spend $4,@ and receive 
$150 in HMV coupons* 


Prices in effoct uri December 24/2 o¢ whee 
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ake all the best of the late ‘70s Eng- 
Jish music scene—the witty musings 
nd tight melodies of Wire, Peter 
ook’s cutting bass leads in Joy Divi- 
sion, the sloppy guitars and messy 
production of the Swell Maps and 
Tithe anthem-writing ability of the 
Pearly Buzzcocks and the Damned 
before they discovered horn sec- 
tions. Toss it all into a blender and 
‘ou'd get something that sounds as 
cool as Ikara Colt. 
Just as the Strokes revived the 
sloppy sonic style of the Velvet Under- 
ground and Detroit garage rock, lkara 
Colt lovingly mines the music of one 
of the great eras in British music his- 
tory: from the frenetic bass lead of 
"One More” to “Rudd,” on which 
singer Paul Resende comes off as a 
modern-day Howard Devoto, Ikara 
Colt shows the world that punk rock 
can still be vital. But while the band’s 
focus is definitely revivalist English 
punk, the outstanding guitar interplay 
comes off more like Sonic Youth than 
the Damned. 

Yes, it’s easy to draw comparisons 
between Ikara Colt and a legion of the 
bands that made punk music what it 
is today. But don’t worry; the band’s 
songwriting is strong enough to keep 
the album from coming off as nothing 
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with guests 
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more than a pale imitation; this is an 
effort that deserves to be front and 
centre on most year-end top 10 lists. 


Foote te te te —Steven SANDOR 


Boe Dytan THE Booriec Series 

_ VoL. 5: Live 1975: THE RoLune 

‘THUNDER Revue (CoLumBia/Sony) 
In 1969, when Bob Dylan became 
the first pop artist to be bootlegged, 
his record company, Columbia, was 
pissed. Columbia trashed the unau- 
thorized recording, simply titled 
GWW, as “an abuse of the integrity 
of a great artist.” When Columbia 
Officially released The Basement Tapes 
some six years later, their opinion 
had presumably changed. Now, 
almost 30 years later, Columbia is 
releasing yet more “previously unre- 
leased material.” Today, we're up to 
Volume Five of The Bootleg Series. 
Ironic, huh? 

Dylan’s 1975 Rolling Thunder 
Revue was an attempt to create “a 
touring gypsy caravan, a traveling 
music festival and moviemaking crew 
[that] would hit-and-run through 
cities, arriving with little advance 
notice, often staying an extra day or 
performing two shows a night, then 
moving down the road,” as the 
album’s press sheet put it. Besides 
touring the continent making music 
onstage, Dylan also produced Renal- 
do and Clara, his first venture into 
filmmaking. 

Featuring a star-studded band of 
artists as disparate as Joan Baez and 
Mick Ronson (who was fresh off a stint 
as David Bowie/Ziggy Stardust’s gui- 
tarist), Dylan took a kind of perverse 
pleasure in rearranging his songs’ cen- 
tral structures until they were barely 
recognizable. The music on this 
recording spans Dylan’s career, from 
some of his earliest songs (including 
1962's “A Hard Rain’s A-Gonna Fall”) 
to material from his then-forthcoming 
album, Desire. 


BLUE COLLAR” CO RELEASE PARTY 
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Fans could be excused for asking 
“Why now?” but ardent Dylan fans 
might well holler “Why not?!” at the 
prospect of hearing decent recordings 
of the Rolling Thunder Revue after 27 
years of listening to their scratchy old 
bootleg vinyl. The package contains 
22 tracks from the tour, plus a 56- 
page booklet that includes rare, previ- 
ously unpublished photos and a new 
essay by original tour chronicler Larry 


“Ratso” Sloman. As well, initial press-. 


ings will include a two-song DVD 
filmed during the tour, a must for 
hardcore fans. Ye ¥e ¥ wk —T.C. SHaw 


System oF a Down STeat THis 
Disc (AMERICAN/CoLumBiA) 
Culled from the sessions that brought 
the world Toxicity, Steal This Disc 
proves that even System of a Down's 
cast-offs can decimate lesser mortals. 
With a peerless, beyond-unique vocal 
talent, Serj Tankian twists and turns 
through brutal assaults like “A.D.D.” 
and “Ego Brain” while the rest of the 
band hammers out metal that man- 
ages to be righteous and cerebral at 
the very same time. Why can’t all 
metal be this good? | might actually 

like it, Ye te tee —Dave JoHNsToN 


Manttopa Start BREAKING 
My Hearr (Domino) 

It’s not uncommon for a performer to 
create a stir after having an album 
imported to Canada on a British label. 
But it is awfully strange when the 
artist is a Canadian. Manitoba is the 
moniker adopted by Toronto electron- 
ic music guru Dan Snaith, who found 
that British labels were far more recep- 
tive to his ambient experimental work 
(think of Scanner or, to a lesser extent, 
Squarepusher) than his fellow frost- 
backs. So he signed on with a British 
label and got rave reviews from the 
fickle British press. 

How did a Canadian manage to 
take the U.K. by storm? With simple 


PREPARE YOURSELVES FOR 


NIB 
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viel $7 AT THE DOOR!! 


electronic melodies surrounded by 
musical so subtle it takes three or four 
listens to appreciate it. Only two 
tracks—the funky breakbeats of “Bran- 
don” and the frenetic sixteenth notes 
of “Lemon Yoghourt”—are likely to 
captivate listeners right from the get- 
go. But with so many reasons to stay 
inside during the winter, isn’t it a 
good thing to have an album that 
Tequires more than a few spins to get 
into? ¥e¥e ye —Steven SANDOR 


Ox Go (CaritoL/EMI) 

As you listen to the opening bars of 
Ok Go's “Get Over It,” you may 
wonder if you've bought The Cars’ 
Greatest Hits by accident, or if you’ve 
fallen victim to a manufacturing 
error. It could be worse, you think— 
you could be holding a copy of the 
Jingle Cats Do Hanukkah. Yet the 
song quickly rips a page from the 
Great Rivers Cuomo Book of How to 
Rip Off Other Nerd Rock Bands... and 
Do It Well, as a cheery Casio riff and 
chugging guitars underwrite the 
stammering chorus. It’s a formula 
this quartet sticks to faithfully 
throughout their eponymous disc, 
sneering throughout deceptively 
poppy numbers like “Don’t Ask Me” 
and “C-C-C-Cinnamon Lips.” 

As ironically saccharine as Ok Go 
may be, they at least have the sense 
to break the rhythm up with mid- 
tempo broken-heart meditations like 
“Shortly Before the End” and “There's 
a Fire.” It might be easy to dismiss 
them as a Weezer clone, but haven't 
Cuomo and his mates been aping 
Cheap Trick for years? It could be 
worse—they could all be ripping off 
Poison. ¥&¥e ¥%& —Dave JOHNSTON 


a 


a 


PUT 49) 


MxPx Ten Years RunNine 
(Toots Anp NaiL/EMl) 

Was “happy hardcore” ever a popular 
term for this particular type of 
pop/punk, or did | just imagine that? 
[Yes. —Ed.] Either way, it sure is a handy 
phrase to describe MxPx, who, along 
with Blink 182, Millencolin and dozens 
of other groups of ex-teenagers, crank 
out anthemic, high-energy tunes like 
McDonald's builds burgers. 

Ten Years and Running is—duh!—a 
retrospective of the band’s decade- 
long (!) discography, featuring just 
short of 20 tracks, some of them even 
remixed for the occasion. These new 
versions may sound slightly different 
now from the first time they were 
released, but unfortunately it doesn’t 
keep these ditties from sounding 
amazingly like each other. At least it’s 
a decent album to drink a “Bubba” to, 
especially if you’re not lucky enough 
to salvage your neighbor's discarded 
Pipe organ, eh? Ye Ye vr —T.C. SHaw 


Davip Gray A New Day 
at Mipnicut (RCA) 


White Ladder was a comfortably numb 
collection of earnest folk-pop rambling 
and emoting, and now David Gray has 
retumed for further bleating. A New Day 
at Midnight is exactly what the title sug- 
gests—an obvious collection of obvious 
revelations about the human condition, 
set to a soundtrack of competent musi- 
cianship that neither inspires nor 
offends. It’s the kind of music you'd 
imagine people driving SUVs would be 
listening to when they want to be sensi- 
tive, when they should be driving off a 
cliff instead of trying to run me over. Die 
now. rt —Dave JoHNsTON 


CWGLLONG AND THE HILAR 
AGNOSTIC MOUNTAIN GOSPEL CHOIR 
PLUS! THE GEORGE BUSHES 
7) NEW CITY 
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ENTERTAINMENT REPORTING 101 
A © Empire received 6.3 million rea- 
sons why there won't be an Empire il! 
© The bounty on Treasure Planet 
contained a mere S.6 million space- 
doubloons! : 
© Crafty elves found 5.4 million 
loopholes in The Santa Clause 2! 
@ Adam Sandler's 8 Crazy Nights. 
prompted $.2 million sentences to be 
spokeh that contained both the 


words “fart” and “menorah”! 
© Die Another Day unleashed 13.0 @ Friday After Next might be a good 
million double entendres—if you day to finally finish off those 2.8 mil- 
know what we mean! lion things on your to-do-list! 


@ Analyze That logged 11.3 million 
billable hours! 

© Harry Potter and the Chamber of - 
Secrets raised $10.0 million ata bake 
sale for the Hogwarts Junior 
Achievers Club! 


@ 8 Mile produced 2.6 million quali- 
ty sheet-metal auto parts! 

@ The Ring fooled 2.5 million naive 
moviegoers who thought they were 
going to see a sneak preview of that 
new hobbit film! 


THE ASTERISK™: . 


Supermodel Naomi Campbell will soon 
have her face on Campbell Soup cans* 


As a teenager, Mel Brooks trained to 
be a professional tennis player—but 
after being barred from a tournament 
that didn’t allow Jews, he turned to 
comedy” 


Peter Gabriel recently admitted that 
for many years he confused Stephen 
Biko with Sergeant Bilko* 


Debra Messing’s real name is 
Deborah Mess* 


Sarah Michelle Gellar has told friends 
that the producers of Friends took 
their inspiration for Ross and 
Monica's surname from her*™ 


Phil Collins has been romantically 
linked to Sheryl Crow* 


Marlo Thomas will dance the lead 
role in The Nuteracker this Christmas in 
Cleveland, Ohio* 


John Leguizamo has a son named 
Ruben Chef Boyardee Lequizamo* 


After being repeatedly mistaken for 
Lucy Liu, The View's Lisa Ling has 
decided to quit show business* 


Axl Rose wrote the lyrics to November 
Rain will undergoing out-patient sur- 
gery for the removal of a benign cyst* 


Jire Breuer's SNL character “Goat 
Boy” is the host of Australia’s highest- 
rated daytime talk show* . 


Rapper Eve recently confirmed that 
she does, in fact, have one wooden 
foot® 


*THEY HAVE THE RING OF TRUTH TO THEM, BUT THAT’S IT! 


FAMETRACKER.COM 
Alternative Video Spot 
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New Releases| 


K-19: THE 
WIDOWMAKER 
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RESURRECTION 
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STUART LITTLE 2 
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MY WIFE IS AN 
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Zhang Yimou’s 
bizarre, sentimental 


comedy finally 
arrives in Edmonton 


By PAUL MATWYCHUK 


hina’s Zhang Yimou is rou- 
tinely referred to as one of 
the world’s foremost film- 


makers—in a recent interview, 
Michael Ondaatje went so far as to 
say that Zhang's films Raise the Red 
Lantern and To Live are more impor- 
tant works of art than any novel 
published in the last 10 years, And 
yet, with each succeeding film, 
Zhang has been relegated to an 
increasingly marginal position in 
the North American movie market- 
place. When Raise the Red Lantern 
and Ju Dou were released in Edmon- 
ton back in the early 90s, they were 
booked in the larger theatres at the 
Eaton Centre multiplex, where they 
attracted a sizable crossover audi- 
ence. Subsequent Zhang films like 
The Story of Qiu Ju and Shanghai 
Triad, however, were treated as spe- 
cialty arthouse items and played to 
smaller houses at the Princess. 
When Not One Less came to town in 
2000, it was relegated to the no- 
man’s-land of Whitemud Crossing. 
And Zhang's two most recent films, 
The Road Home and Happy Times, 
haven't played Edmonton theatres 
at all and instead have gone 
straight to video. 


The strange thing about this 
trend is that, if anything, Zhang’s 
most recent work represents some 
of the simplest and most accessible 
work of his entire career. Ju Dou and 
Raise the Red Lantern were sumptu- 
ously photographed period melo- 
dramas that offered a dark, complex 
take on sexual relations and soci- 
ety’s repressive attitude toward 


women, but Happy Times is a come- 
dy—Zhang’s first—about the rela- 
tionship that develops between a 
retired factory worker and a pretty 
blind orphan. That description 
makes the film sound like any of 
the dozens of heart-tugging come- 
dies that Miramax seems to release 
every month, but Happy Times 
(which was executive produced by 
Terrence Malick) has such a peculiar 
premise and the central perform- 
ance by Zhao Benshan is so win- 
ning that Zhang gets away with it 
by the skin of his teeth. 


The greatest Zhao on earth 


Zhao plays Mr. Zhao, a foolish 
middle-aged pensioner with a long 
history of unsuccessful engage- 
ments and woeful love affairs 
behind him. Poor Zhao seems to 
realize that he’s not much of a 
catch, and so, despite his meager 
pension, he likes to pretend that 
he’s 4 bigshot—even telling told 
his latest flame, an unpleasant, 


overweight divorcée, that he’s the 
manager of a luxury inn. In fact, 
he’s merely the co-owner of the 
Happy Times Hut, an abandoned 
bus sitting in the middle of a grove 
in a public park that he anda 
friend have repainted with th: 
intention of renting it out by the 
hour like a No-Tell Motel to the 
young lovers who stroll by. 

But Zhao finds himself embark- 
ing on a much more elaborate cha- 
rade when his fiancée demands 
that he find work for her hated 
stepdaughter, a beautiful blind 
waif named Wu Ying (Dong Jie) 
With the assistance of a half-dozen 
fellow retirees, Zhao constructs 4 
makeshift massage parlour inside 
an abandoned warehouse. Here Wu» 
is put to work giving massages ‘0 
Zhao’s friends, who tip her with 
cash that Zhao provides them 
with. Obviously, this is not the 
most well-thought-out scheme evel~ 
hatched, and Zhao and his cohorts 
soon run out of cash and are 
forced to start paying Wu with bill- 
sized pieces of paper. 


More Zhang for your buck 


Some reviewers have interpreted 
Happy Times as a satire on capital- 
ism, but I think it’s a much simple! 
movie than that—it reminded m<_ 
more of Chaplin’s City Lights, anotlt- 
er tale of a man who goes to enol 
mous lengths to help a blind girl 
regain her sight while she hersel! 


SEE NEXT PAGE 
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"Wife Is an Actress 
furns out to be not 
much fun Attal 


| By JOSEF BRAUN 


sraeli-born French actor Yvan Attal 
has made his writing/directing 
debut with a film that’s neither 
especially French nor Israeli, but in 
‘act very American in flavour. My 
Wife Is an Actress isa fluffy roman- 
ic comedy that a ell borrows 
much of its senti- 
ment, approach 
d content from 
the conventions set 
by the genre in popular (if not neces- 
rily good) Hollywood movies. It’s 
certainly as accessible as any French- 
janguage movie could hope to be for 
Pnglish-speaking North Americans, 
yet in the inexplicable workings of 
international film distribution it never 
managed to screen in these parts and 
js now available for rent on VHS and 
DVD after debuting in Europe over 
two years ago. 

Attal’s directing style is easy 
enough to like. His jazz standard- 
filled soundtrack, romantic urban 
ambiance, clipped dialogue and long 
exterior shots (conversations fre- 
quently occur across the street as the 
traffic streams by between the sub- 
jects and the camera, emphasizing 
the feeling that these people are just 
two more simple souls lost in the big 
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ke My Wife... please! 
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city) are all very reminiscent of 
Woody Allen’s mid- to late-period 
comedies (not to mention the char- 
acters’ preoccupations with Jewish 
identity issues and relationship 
problems). Attal also stars in the 
movie and he and co-stars Charlotte 
Gainsbourg and (most especially) 
Terence Stamp are relaxed, charming 
and perfectly watchable. Everything 
in My Wife Is an Actress plays out like 
a studied rendition of a Gershwin 
tune—but while the oft-played tune 
lives on almost involuntarily in our 
memories simply through repetition, 
the merely compe- 
tent interpretation 
vanishes mere sec- 
onds after the final 
chord rings out. 

Attal’s debut displays a strong 
understanding of convention but dis- 
plays little in the way of risk. The 
cliché goes that Europeans are sup- 
posed to be much more sophisticated 
than us clumsy North Americans 
when it comes to love and sex, but 
Attal’s hang-ups surrounding infideli- 
ty are so old-fashioned and, dare I say, 
outdated, it’s a wonder that he could- 
n’t have brought something fresher to 
the proceedings simply by accident. 


Yvan the terrible 


The title is meant to sound like a cry 
of despair; Attal’s protagonist is going 
ctazy because his wife (Gainsbourg) is 
attractive, sassy and famous. She's 
starring in a British film opposite a 
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Hearts and flowers: Yvan Attal in My Wife Is an Actress 


famous and sexy leading man 
(Stamp) and even the most remote 
possibility that the two might enjoy 
their on-screen kisses sends Yvan 
through the roof with jealousy. 
Things get to the point where Yvan’s 
insensitivity and intolerance becomes 
unbearable, and though he’s likable 
enough on his own, it’s impossible to 
understand why we should care at all 
about the fate of his marriage. 

In between the film’s introduc- 
tion and its predictably (and risibly) 
uncomplicated ending, Attal also 
underwhelms with his choice to 
stuff his narrative with corny con- 
trivances. His wife has a tiff with her 
director the morning of her sex 
scene with Stamp and subsequently 
has everybody in the crew take off 
their clothing during the shoot to 
make her more feel comfortable (a 


a 


ENROLL TO DA 


scene inspired by something I recall 
Julia Roberts was supposed to have 
done during the shooting of Sleeping 
With the Enemy). Naturally, Yvan 
walks in the door just as they’re 
shooting and faints at the sight of 
so many loose breasts and dangling 
testicles. Later on, his wife makes a 
surprise visit home, only to exit her 
cab at the exact second Yvan is shar- 
ing a single innocent kiss with a girl 
who has a crush on him. Ain’t that 
always the way? Well, sometimes, 
but only in bad TV or in movies 
where the screenwriter can’t think 
of a new way of creating conflict. © 


My Wife Is an Actress 

Written and directed by Yvan Attal « 
Starring Yvan Attal, Charlotte 
Gainsbourg and Terence Stamp 
Now on video 


“FILM Beal 
Happy Times 


Continued from previous page 


remains oblivious to the full extent 
of his sacrifices. (Happy Times also 
bears a certain resemblance to the 
recent Iranian film Baran, which 
was also set in a factory and also fea- 
tured a selfish, imperfect hero who 
attains nobility almost despite him- 
self when he sets out to protect a 
helpless young woman.) The blind 
girl may seem like a pretty maudlin 


| touch, but in some ways you can’t 


blame Zhang for being drawn to the 
motif—after all, could there be any- 
thing more poignant to a film direc- 
tor than the thought of somebody 
who lacks the power of sight? 
Happy Times has nothing 
approaching the thematic complexi- 
ty of Red Lantern or the political 
insight of Qiu Ju and Not One Les 
and it’s a little dismaying, given the 
powerful female characters Gong Li 
played in his earlier films, to see 
Zhang's newfound fondness for frag- 
ile flowers like Dong Jie or The Road 
Home’s Zhang Ziyi. But this is still a 
sweet movie with a hero it’s impos- 
sible not to feel a great deal of affec- 
tion for. And Hero, by the way, is the 
title of Zhang’s newest film—a 
Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon-style 
action picture starring Jet Li, Maggie 
Cheung, Donnie Yen and Zhang 
Ziyi. Hopefully, this'll be one we 
won't have to rent on a cassette. © 


Happy Times 

Directed by Zhang Yimou ® Written by 
Gai Zi * Starring Zhao Benshan, Dong 
Jie and Dong Lihua * Now on video 
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Brimstone cowboys 


Hell House portrays 
conservative 
church’s scare 
tactics with 

unusual respect 


By JOSEF BRAUN 


atching director George 
Ratliff’s documentary 
Hell House, it’s difficult 


not to feel like the U.S. religious 
right is reaching new heights of 
pathetic desperation. Ratliff pro- 
files a growing trend within the 
Pentecostal church to unearth new 
converts and lure back wayward 
parishioners with the ultimate fire 
and brimstone tent show: an elab- 
orate Halloween haunted house 
filled not with vampires, howling 
ghosts or rubber bats, but graphic 
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rHis HOLID, 


depictions of what the church has 
deemed to be the real evils of con- 
temporary life—blood-curdling 
phenomena such as abortions, pre- 
marital sex, rave parties, marital 
infidelity, excessive depression 
and, you guessed it, homosexuali- 
ty. After all, what better way to 
eradicate your no doubt plentiful 
sins that to literally scare them the 
hell out of you? 


Since 1990, the Trinity Christian 
School of Cedar Hill, Texas has been 
gathering dozens of community 
members—mostly children and 
folks in their early twenties—to cre- 
ate their spectacularly popular Hell 
Housé event for audiences in search 
of Halloween frights with a blatant- 
ly dogmatic twist. The purpose of 
Hell House is to hammer home the 
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currently unfashionable notion of 
genuine eternal damnation to an 
ideally God-fearing public, to make 
abundantly clear that our unholy 
actions are being judged and that if 
we don't get straight with Jesus 
there'll be nothing less than a literal 
Hell to pay. In the Hell House, sin- 
ners die from AIDS, suicide or drugs, 
and hammy teens in black robes 
and rubber skull masks merrily 
whisk them down into the fires of 
Satan’s torture pits. It is an extreme- 
ly black-and-white depiction of 
morality and consequence. 

Granted full access to the conceiv- 
ing, building, rehearsing and perform- 
ing of Hell House, Ratliff and his crew 
do a nearly artless, truly respectful job 
of avoiding exploitation of their eager 
subjects (who are easy targets for 
ridicule) for mere laughs. Yet, obvious- 
ly, most audiences will still find the 
Hell House participants absurd, naive, 
grossly intolerant and, in many cases, 
all too willing to falsely represent 
their interests (i.e., making profits, 
gaining notoriety and enjoying the 
undeniable pleasure of enacting all 
sorts of nasty shit with the relish you 
would expect from the artificially 
pious). Also ignorant: one of the film’s 
funniest moments comes when a Star 
of David is mistakenly painted on the 
floor of a pretend Satanic church 
instead of a pentagram. 


Pray! Pray! Pray for your life! 


The contradictions in the church’s 
agenda become most abundantly 


Truth and consequences 


Also on the program this weekend 
at Metro Cinema is a very rare 
opportunity to see a 35mm print of 
U.S. writer/director Hal Hartley’s 
1989 feature debut The Unbeliev- 
able Truth. All of the key elements 
that make up Hartley’s enduringly 
singular style—the comically stilted, 
oddly theatrical dialogue, the dead- 
pan performances, the austere com- 
positions and arduous attention 
paid to everyday objects, the goofy 
blend of philosophy and banality— 
are present and crafted with utter 
confidence. Families negotiate their 
emotional conflicts through busi- 
ness deals, couples deliver private 
monologues in the form of normal 
conversations and men sit surround- 
ed by guitars and auto parts dis- 
cussing how having a girlfriend 
effects their outlook on personal 
hygiene. If you can appreciate the 
humour, it’s great. 

The story involves a stranger in 
town (Robert Burke); he dresses in 
black like a priest, but claims to be a 
mechanic and an ex-con. The 
stranger befriends a pretty teenage 
girl (Adrienne Shelly) who's unhappy 
and fixated on inevitable apocalypse 
when the two meet in a bookstore 
and discover a mutual admiration for 
George Washington. But then it turns 
out he’s not a stranger at all, but the 
murderer of at least two townspeo- 
ple. The details of his shady past are 
revealed to us only gradually, while 


clear when, after completing a tour 
of Hell House, a group is led into a 
room where a man explains that 
Hell House isn't about scare tac- 
tics—only to then give them six 
seconds to run into the next room 
and pray for their very souls with 
other parishioners unless they want 
to risk the fires of Hell should any- 
thing unfortunate should happen 
to them on the drive home that 
night. Ratliff does find a few sympa- 
thetic figures, however, most 
notably a struggling single father of 
five who takes solace in the sense of 
brotherhood the church offers and 
the sight of tragedies from his own 
life being dramatized (however 
crudely) in Hell House’s scenes of 
familial disintegration. 

I can’t fault Ratliff and his crew 
in any way for the dutiful approach 


Drown Proofing surlac 


the film’s half-dozen or so central 


characters work through their individ- 
ual struggles with idealism, greed 
and faith. With the lightest of touch- 
es, Hartley explores his themes thor- 


oughly and concisely while infusing - 


the film as a whole with a very pecu- 
liar form of low-key slapstick and a 
hidden romanticism that colours his 
suburban landscapes with a wistful air 
of hope and longing. 

As part of Metro‘s ongoing 
Frameworks series, The Unbelievable 
Truth screens in tandem with Brenda 
Terring’s 16mm short Drown Proof- 
ing, which features local actors such 
as Wes Borg and April Banigan and 
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A taste of the bone-chilling, Bible-thumping scares of Hell House 


of Hell House; yet at the same tine | 
can’t say that the film is ter-jj\, 
revelatory, mainly because it s»«;, 
that little in the way of new insig} 
can be brought to the proceecing; 
Anyone who’s ever watched t>asljy 
talk shows already knows tha; 
these fundamentalists exist, ang 
Hell House is but one curious ang 
extreme manifestation of the, 
behaviour. Ratliff has given them 
an opportunity to express therm 
selves with far more dignity thay 
any trash talk show could eve 
dream of, but that doesn’t keer 
them from being pretty dull coy 
pany most of the time. © 


Hell House 

Directed by George Ratliff © Zeidler 
Hall, The Citadel © Fri-Mon, Dec 
(9pm) * Metro Cinema * 425-9212 
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Drumline (CO) Nick Cannon, Orlando 
Jones and Zoe Saldana star in Paid in Full 
director Charles Stone Ill's teen 
comedy/drama about a young Harlem street 
drummer who wins a musical scholarship to 
attend a Souther university but chafes 
under the rigid discipline enforced by the 
director of the school's elite marching band. 


Hell House (M) Director George Ratliff’s 
documentary about a Pentecostal school in 
Cedar Hill, Texas that stages a controversial 
annual “haunted house” that uses graphic 
scare tactics to warm its young visitors against 
abortions, drug use and casual sex. Zeidler 
Hall, The Citadel; Fri-Mon, Dec 13-16 (9pm) 


The Hot Chick (CO, FP) Rob Schneider, 
Rachel McAdams and Anna Faris star in direc- 
tor Tom Bradys comedy about a beautiful but 
mean-spirited high-school girl who switches 
bodies with a homely 40-year-old male after 
they both don a pair of magical earrings. 


The Lord of the Rings: The Two Tow- 
ers (CO, FP) Elijah Wood, lan McKellen, 
Viggo Mortensen, Sean Astin, Christopher 
Lee and Andy Serkis star in the much-antici- 
pated second installment of director Peter 
Jackson’s epic film adaptation of J.R.R. 
Tolkien's trilogy of fantasy novels about a 
quest to destroy an all-powerful ring. 
(Opens Wednesday) 


Maid in Manhattan (CO, FP) Jennifer 
Lopez, Ralph Fiennes and Natasha Pichard- 
son star in The Joy Luck Club director Wayne 
Wang's romantic comedy about a chamber- 
maid at a New York luxury hotel who mas- 
querades as a socialite in order to win the 
heart of a handsome, wealthy politician. 
Screenplay by John Hughes. 


Star Trek: Nemesis (CO, FP) Patrick Stew- 
ar, Brent Spiner, Jonathan Frakes, Gates 
McFadden and LeVar Burton star in the lat- 
est adventure for the Star Trek: The Next 
Generation team, in which the Enterprise 
crew travels to the planet Romulus to nego- 
trate a peace treaty, only to discover a grave 
threat to Earth's safety upon their arrival. 


TIFF Shorts (M) Four different programs of 
short films by prominent Canadian film- 
makers (including David Cronenberg, Don 
McKellar, Guy Maddin, Michael Snow, Patri- 
cia Rozema, Sarah Polley and Anne Wheel- 
er) celebrating the 25th anniversary of the 
Toronto International Film Festival. Zeidler 
Hall, The Citadel; Fri-Mon, Dec 13-16 (7pm) 


a) The Unbelievable Truth (M) 
Robert Burke, Adrienne Shelly and 
PICK Christopher Cooke star in Amateur 


writer/director Hal Hartley's offbeat, 
deadpan 1989 comedy about a spoiled 
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high-school student who falls in love with a 
philosophical mechanic with a mysterious 
past. Showing with director Brenda Tern- 
ing's short film Drown Proofing. Zeidler Hall, 
The Citadel; Thu, Dec 12 (7pm) 


FIRST-RUN MOVIES 


Adam Sandler's Eight Crazy Nights 
(CO, FP) The voices of Adam Sandler, Tyra 
Banks, Jon Lovitz, Kevin Nealon and Rob 
Schneider are featured in this animated com- 
edy, set during Hanukkah, about two mis- 
matched men who must join forces to coach 
a neighbourhood youth basketball team. 


Analyze That (CO, FP) Robert De Niro, 
Billy Crystal and Lisa Kudrow star in direc- 
tor/co-writer Harold Ramis’s sequel to the 
1999 comedy Analyze This, which reunites 
neurotic mobster Paul Vitti, newly released 
from prison, with his equally stressed-out 
psychiatrist Dr. Ben Sobel. 


oO Ararat (P) David Alpay, Arsinée Khan- 
jian, Christopher Plummer and Marie- 
Pick Josée Croze star in Exotica 

writer/director Atom Egoyan multilay- 
ered drama, which examines the 1915-1923 
Armenian genocide through the prism of 
several characters involved in the making of 
a modern-day epic film about the incident. 


Bollywood/Hollywood (CO) Rahul Khan- 
na and Lisa Ray star in Kama Sutra 
writer/director Deepa Mehta's cross-cultural 
romantic comedy about an Indian-Canadi- 
an man who pretends to court an Indian 
woman in order to placate his conservative 
parents, only to fall in love with the call girl 
he’s hired to aid him in the ruse. 


(#) Bowling for Columbine (GA, CO) 
Roger and Me writer/director Michael 
Pick Moore examines Americans’ love 

affair with firearms and probes the 
roots of the United States’ astronomical 
gun-murder rate in this satirical documen- 
tary featuring interviews with Charlton Hes- 
ton, Marilyn Manson and Matt Stone. 


Die Another Day (CO, FP) Pierce Brosnan, 
Halle Berry, Rick Yune and Judi Dench star in 
the latest adventure for suave, ladykilling 
British secret agent James Bond, who this time 
teams up with a sexy female American spy to 
battle a facially mutilated North Korean mas- 
ter criminal and a power-mad Brit. Directed 
by Lee Tamahoni (Along Came a Spider). 


8 Mile (CO, FP) Eminem, Brittany Murphy, 
Kim Basinger and Mekhi Phifer star in Won- 
der Boys director Curtis Hanson’s gritty ~ 
drama about a young white kid from the 
blue-collar slums of Detroit who uses rap 
music as an outlet for his anger and a possi- 
ble ticket out of his life of poverty. 
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The Emperor's Club (CO) Kevin Kline, 
Emile Hirsch, Joel Gretsch and Embeth 
Davidtz star in One Fine Day director 
Michael Hoffman’s drama about an idealis- 
tic prep school teacher and his decades- 
long relationship with a troublemaking 
student. Based on Ethan Canin‘s short story 
“The Palace Thief.” 


Empire (CO) John Leguizamo, Denise 
Richards and Peter Sarsgaard star in 
writer/director Franc Reyes’s crime drama 
about a Latino drug dealer whose attempt to 
go straight is foiled when he gets swindled 
by a business investor and his sexy girlfriend. 


Extreme Ops (CO, FP) Devon Sawa, 
Rufus Sewell and Bridgette Wilson-Sampras 
star in this action flick about a gang of 
young extreme-sports enthusiasts who use 
their skiing, snowboarding and skydiving 
skills to evade and capture the Serbian war 
criminal whose secret hideout they’ve acci- 
dentally discovered. 


(at) Far From Heaven (P) Julianne 
Moore, Dennis Quaid and Dennis 

Bick Haysbert star in Safe writer/director 

Todd Haynes’s meticulously filmed 

*SOs-style melodrama about a sheltered 
suburban Connecticut housewife who seeks 
comfort in her friendship with a black gar- 
dener after learning that her husband is a 
closeted homosexual. 


Frida (CO) Salma Hayek, Alfred Molina and 
Antonio Banderas star in Titus director Julie 
Taymor’s biopic about unibrowed Mexican 
artist Frida Kahlo and her unorthodox rela- 
tionship with left-wing muralist Diego 
Rivera. Based on Frida: A Biography of Frida 
Kahlo by Hayden Herrera. 


Harry Potter and the Chamber of 
Secrets (CO, FP) Daniel Radcliffe, Rupert 
Grint, Emma Watson, Kenneth Branagh, 
Richard Harris and Robbie Coltrane star in 
Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone 
director Chris Columbus'‘s big-screen ver- 
sion of the second installment in J.K. Rowl- 
ing’s best-selling series of fantasy novels 
about good battling evil at a school for 
young wizards. 


My Big Fat Greek Wedding (CO, FP) Nia 
Vardalos (who also wrote the script, based 
on her one-woman stage show), John Cor- 
bett, Louis Mandylor and Andrea Martin star 
in director Joel Zwick’s ethnic comedy about 
a Greek wornan whose eccentric family 
causes her no end of headaches as she pre- 
pares to get married to a handsome WASP. 
a) The Ring (CO, FP) Naomi Watts, 
Martin Henderson and Daniel Dorf- 
PICK man star in The Mexican director 
Gore Verbinski’s remake of the 1998 
Japanese thriller Ringu, about an investiga- 
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tive journalist who frantically attempts to 
unravel the origins of a mysterious video- 
tape that causes those who view it to die 
one week after watching it. 


Rishtey (CO) Anil Kapoor, Karishma Kapoor 
and Shilpa Shetty star in director Indra 
Kumar's Bollywood romance about an 
estranged family whose unhappy lives are 
healed thanks to the intervention of a myste- 
rious woman. In Hindi with English subtitles, 


The Santa Clause 2 (CO, FP) Tim Allen, 
Elizabeth Mitchell and David Krumholtz star 
in director Michael Lembeck’s sequel to the 
1994 seasonal comedy, in which Scott 
Calvin learns he must get married in order 
to fulfill the magical contract that allows 
him to live at the North Pole and serve as 
Santa Claus. 


Solaris (CO) George Clooney, Natascha 
McElhone, Jeremy Davies and Viola Davis 
star in Erin Brockovich director Steven Soder- 
bergh’s remake of Andrei Tarkovsky’s philo- 
sophical 1972 science-fiction classic about 
an astronaut who experiences visions of his 
dead wife while studying a strange, energy- 
covered planet in the far reaches of space. 
Based on the novel by Stanislaw Lem. 


Sweet Home Alabama (CO) Reese With- 
erspoon, Josh Lucas, Patrick Dempsey and 
Candice Bergen star in Ever After director 
Andy Tennant’s romantic comedy about a 
New York fashion designer who must travel 
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home to Alabama and obtain a divorce 
from her estranged white-trash husband 
when her new Park Avenue boyfriend pro 
poses marriage. 


Treasure Planet (CO, FP) The voices o 
Joseph Gordon-Levitt, Brian Murray, David 
Hyde Pierce, Martin Short and Emma 
Thompson are featured in Aladdin co-direc 
tors Ron Clements and John Musker’s ani 
mated science-fiction gloss on Robert Loui 
Stevenson's Treasure Island, about a young 
man battling pirates as he searches for a 
legendary buried treasure. 


Wes Craven Presents: They (CO) Laura 
Regan, Marc Blucas, Dagmara Dominczyk 
and Ethan Embry star in The Hitcher director 
Robert Harmon’s horror B-movie about a col- 
lege student who begins to suspect that the 
night-dwelling creatures that terrified her as a 
child may not have been imaginary after ali 
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DRUMLINE PG 
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EXTREME OPS 

DTS Digital. Fri Mon-Wed 6.45 9,50 
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BOWLING FOR COLUMBINE 
DTS Digital. Fri Mon-Thu 6.30 9.00 
Sat-Sun 1.30 4.00 6.30 9.00 


EMPIRE 
DTS Digital. Fri Mon-Tue Thu 7.20 9.40 
Sat-Sun 1.50 4,15 7.20 9.40 Wed 10.00 


THEY 
DTS Digital. Fri Mon-Tue Thu 7.30 9.45 
Sat-Sun 1.45 4.10 7.30 9.45 Wed 9.45 


MY BIG FAT GREEK WEDDING PG 
DTS Digital. Fri Mon-Thu 6.40 8.50 
Sat-Sun 2.10 4.20 6.40 8.50 


BOLLYWOOD/HOLLYWOOD PG 
DTS Digital. Fri Mon-Thu 7.10 9,20 
Sat-Sun 2.20 4.40 7.10 9.20 


THE EMPEROR'S CLUB PG 
Coarse language. DTS Digital. Fri Mon-Thu 6,50 
9.10 Sat-Sun 1.40 4.35 6.50 9,10 


14A 


14A 


18A 


144 


LAREVIEW 
-1 iS 
MAID IN MANHATTAN PG 


Some coarse language. DTS Digital. No passes. 
Daily 12.10 2.25 4.40 7.30 10,00 


STAR TREK: NEMESIS PG 
Frightening scenes, not suitable for 

younger children. DTS Digital. No passes 

Fri-Tue 1.00 4.00 7.15 9.50 

Wed-Thu 1,00 3.45 7.15 9.50 


THE HOT CHICK 144 
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ANALYZE THAT 414A 


Coarse language throughout. DTS Digital. 
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Wed-Thu 1.40 3.45 7.20 9.55 


DIE ANOTHER DAY 14A 
Violent scenes. DTS Digital. Fri-Tue 12.45 4.15 
7.10 10.05 Wed-Thu 12.45 4.15 7.00 10.05 


HARRY POTTER AND 

THE CHAMBER OF SECRETS PG 
Frightening scenes. DTS Digital.No passes. 

On 2 screens. Fri-Sat 12.15 1.15 3.30 4.30 6.45 
10.15 Sun-Tue 12.15 1.15 3.30 4.30 6.45 
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ADAM SANDLER'S 

EIGHT CRAZY NIGHTS 

DTS Digital. Fri-Tue 2.00:4,50 6.40 8.30 
Wed-Thu 2.00 4.50 6.40 8.40 


8 MILE 
DTS Digital. Fri-Tue 7.50 10.15 


THE RING 
Frightening scenes. DTS Digital. 
Fri-Tue 1.45 4.20 7.00 9.30 


THE LORD OF THE RINGS; 

THE TWO TOWERS 14A 
Violent and frightening scenes, No passes. DTS 
Digital. On 2 screens. Tue 12.01 am On 3 
screens, Wed-Thu 12,00 12.30 1.30 4.00 4.30 
§.30 8.00 8.30 9.45 Midnight showing Tue, Dec. 
17, call theatre for details. 


SOUTH EDMONTON COMMON 
1525-99 St, 496-8585 
MAID IN MANHATTAN PG 
Some coarse language. No . THX Fri-Tue 
12,40 3,20 6.45 9.15 DTS Digital. Fri-Tue 1.40 
4.20 7.45 10,15 On 2 screens. Wed-Thu 12.40 
1.40 3.20 4.20 6.45 7.45 9.15 10.15 


THE HOT CHICK 
THX Fri-Tue 12.15 2.40 5.10 7.40 1 
Digital. Wed-Thu 12.15 2.40 5.10 7. 


DRUMLINE ti PG 
DTS Digital. No passes. 
Daily 12.50 4.00 7.15 10.00 


14A 


18A 


144 


RISHTEY 
DTS Digital. Fri-Tue 12.45 4,45 8.45 


EMPIRE 
DTS Digital, Fri-Tue 2.15 5.00 7.50 10,20 
Wed-Thu 2.15 10.20 


HARRY POTTER AND THE 

CHAMBER OF ee onan PG 
Frightening scenes. No passes. On 4 
HK Fri Sn-ua 12,10 1.00 3.40 4.30 7.20 8.00 
Sat 12.10 1,00 3.40 4.30 8,00 9.15 DTS Digital. 


Fri-Tue 2.00 5,40 9.10 On 2 screens. Wed-Thu 
42.10 2,00 3.40 5.40 7.20 9.10 

THE EMPEROR'S CLUB PG 
Coarse language. . 

DTS Digital. 


Daily 1.20 4.15 6,50 9.40 


Showtimes for Fri, 
December 13 to Thu, 
December 19 


SOLARIS PG 
Mature themes. DTS Digital. 
Fri-Tue 12.30 3.30 7.10 9.50 


ADAM SANDLER'S 

EIGHT CRAZY NIGHTS 14A 
OTS Digital. Fri-Tue 1.15 3.15 5.50 8.10 10.30 
Wed-Thu 1.15 3.15 5,50 8.10 


8 MILE 18A 
DTS Digital. Fri-Tue 2.20 5.20 8.15 10.40 
Wed-Thu 10.40 


THE SANTA CLAUSE 2 
DTS Digital. Fri-Tue 1.10 3.50 7.00 9,30 
Wed-Thu 1.10 3.50 7.00 


THE RING 
Frightening scenes. DTS Digital. Fri-Tue 1.45 
4.40 7.30 10,45 Wed-Thu 10.45 


MY BIG FAT GREEK WEDDING PG 
OTS Digital. Daily 1.50 4.10 6.40 9.20 


THE LORD OF THE RINGS: 

THE TWO TOWERS 

Violent and frightening scenes. No passes. 
On 3 screens. THX Tue 12.01 am THX Wed-Thu 
12.30 1.30 2.30 4.30 5.30 6.30 8,30 9.30 10,30 
OTS Digital. On 2 screens. Wed-Thu 12.00 3.00 
3.30 7.30 8.00 Midnight showing Tue, Dec. 17 
call theatre for details. 


14A 


144A 


WEST MALL 6 
8882-170 St, 444-1331 
JONAH: A VEGGIETALES MOVIE G 
Fri-Sun 1.30 4.00 6.45 Mon-Thu 6.45 
FEMME FATALE 18A 
Daily 9.15 
ABANDON PG 


Violent scenes. Fri-Sun 2.00 4.15 7.30 9.45 
Mon-Thu 7.30 9.45 


OC 144 
Fri-Sun 1.15 3.45 6.30 9,00 Mon-Thu 6.30 9.00 
STUART LITTLE 2 

Fri-Sun 1.00 2.45 4.30 7.00 Mon-Thu 7.00 

THE TRUTH ABOUT CHARLIE PG 
Violent scenes. Daily 8.50 

WHITE OLEANDER 140 


Mature themes. 
Fri-Sun 1.45 4.45 7.15 Mon-Thu 7.15 


THE TUXEDO F 
Some violence. Fri-Sun 2.15 5.00 7.45 10.00 
Mon-Thu 7.45 10.00 


SIGNS PG 
Frightening scenes, not suitable for 
younger children. Daily 9.30 


VILLAGE TREE 
1 Gervais Rd, St. Albert, 459-1848 
MAID IN MANHATTAN PG 
Some coarse language. No passes 
Fri 7.00 9.30 Sat-Sun 1.15 4.15 7.00 9,30 
Mon-Thu 7.00 


DRUMLINE PG 
No passes. Fri 6,45 9.30 
Sat-Sun 1,00 4.00 6.45 9.30 Mon-Thu 6.45 


THE HOT CHICK 
Fri 7.30 10.00 Sat-Sun 2.00 4.30 7.30 10.00 
Mon-Thu 7.30 


EXTREME OPS 
Fri 6.30 9.00 Sat-Sun 1.30 4.00 6.30 9,00 
Mon-Thu 6.30. 


THE EMPEROR'S CLUB PG 
Coarse language. Fri 7.00 9.45 
Sat-Sun 1.15 4.15 7.00 9.45 Mon-Thu 7.00 


ANALYZE THAT 
Coarse language throughout. Fri 7.30 10.00 
Sat-Sun 1.45 4.30 7.30 10.00 Mon-Thu 7.30 


THEY 144 


DTS Digital. Fri 6.30 9.00 - 
Sat-Sun 1.45 4.00 6.30 9.00 Mon-Thu 6.30 


TREASURE PLANET : 
Fri 7.00.9,15 Sat-Sun 1.30 4.30 7.00 9.15 
Mon-Thu 7.00 


8 MILE : 
Fri 7.15 9.45 Sat-Sun 2,00 4.45 7.15 9.45 
Mon-Thu 7.15 ; 


SWEET HOME ALABAMA PG 
Coarse language. Fri 6.30 9.00 
Sat-Sun 1,00 3.45 6.30 9,00 Mon-Thu 6.30 


THE RING * 
Frightening scenes. Fri 6.45 9.15 a 
Sat-Sun 1.15 3.45 6.45 9.15 Mon-Thu 6.45 


MY BIG FAT GREEK WEDDING PG 
Fri 7.15 9.30 Sat-Sun 1.45 4.45 7.15 9.30 
Mon-Thu 7.15 


GALAXY CINEMAS 


2020 Sherwood Dr 


14A 


14A 


14A 


18A 


14A 


MAID IN MANHATTAN PG 
Some coarse language. DTS Digital 

Fri-Sun Wed-Thu 1,00 3.45 6.40 9.25 

Mon-Tue 6.40 9.25 


STAR TREK: NEMESIS PG 
Frightening scenes, not suitable for 

younger children. DTS Digital. 

Fn-Sun Wed-Thu 12.30 3,10 7.00 9.45 

Mon-Tue 7.00 9.45 


THE HOT CHICK 
DTS Digital, Fri-Sun Wed-Thu 1.15 3.55 7.15 
9.35 Mon-Tue 7.15 9.35 


ANALYZE THAT 
Coarse language throughout. DTS Digital 
Fri-Tue 7.05 9,10 Wed-Thu 9.10 


TREASURE PLANET 
OTS Digital. Fri-Sun Wed-Thu 12.00 2.15 4.30 
7,05 Mon-Tue 7.05 


ADAM SANDLER'S 

EIGHT CRAZY NIGHTS 

DTS Digital. Fri-Sun Wed-Thu 2.00 4.15 7.30 
9,30 Mon-Tues 7,30 9.30 


DIE ANOTHER DAY 

Violent scenes. DTS Digital 

Fri-Sun Wed-Thu 12.45 3.40 7.10 10.00 
Mon-Tue 7.10 10,00 


HARRY POTTER AND 

THE CHAMBER OF SECRETS PG 
Frightening scenes. DTS Digital. Wed-Thu 11.45 
3.15 6,30 9.50 On 2 screens, Fri-Sun 11.45 
12.15 3.15 3.45 6.30 9,50 Mon-Tues 6.30 9.50 


8 MILE 148A 
DTS Digital. Fri-Tue 9.20 


THE SANTA CLAUSE 2 G 
OTS Digital. Fri-Sun Wed-Thu 1.45 4.15 6.50 
9.15 Mon-Tue 6.50 9.15 


THE RING 
Frightening scenes. DTS Digital, Fri-Tue 9.40 


MY BIG FAT GREEK WEDDING PG 
DTS Digital. Fri-Sun 12.15 2.50 6.45 
Mon-Tue 6.45 


THE LORD OF THE RINGS: 

THE TWO TOWERS 

Violent and frightening scenes. DTS Digital 
On 2 screens 

Wed-Thu 11,30 12.00 3.30 4,00 7.30 8.00 


AMOUS PLAYERS 


14A 


148 


14A 


144 


148 


CANE 
29 Ave, Calgary Trail, 436-6977 
ANALYZE THAT 148 


Coarse language throughout, 
1.10 1.40 3.60 4.30 7.20 7.40 9.40 10.10 


DIE ANOTHER DAY 
Violent scenes. 
12.30 1,00 3.30 4.00 6.45 7.10 9,00 9.30 10.00 


14A 


EXTREME OPS 14A 
9,50 
STAR TREK: NEMESIS PG 
No passes. Frightening scenes, not , 
suitable for younger children, 
12,50 7.20 3.40 4,20 7.00 7.30 9.45 10.15 
TREASURE PLANET G 
12.40 1,30 2.40 3.45 4.40 6,50 7.15 
PARAMOUNT 

10233 Jasper Ave, 428-1307 

DIE ANOTHER DAY 144 


Violent scenes. Fri Sat Sun Tue 1.30 4.15 7.00 
9.45 Mon Wed Thu 7.00 9.45 


WEM, 8882-170 St, 444-2400 
8 MILE 18A 
Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue 7,50 10.35 
ANALYZE THAT 


Coarse language throughout, Fri S 
12.10 3.10 6.45 9.30 Sun 12.1¢ 10 6.45 9.30 
Mon 12.10 3,10 9.30 Tue 12,10 3.10 6.45.9.15 


DIE ANOTHER DAY 14A 
Violent scenes. Fri Sat Sun Tue 12,20 3.20 7.00 
7,30 9:45 10.15 10.45 Mon 12.2 
7.30 10,15 10.45 Wed Thu 20 3.20 7.20 
10.45 Specially enhanced 35 mm on the IMAX 
screen. Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue 7,00 10.15 


ADAM SANDLER'S 

EIGHT CRAZY NIGHTS 14A 
Fri Sat Sun Tue Wed Thu 12.45 2.45 5,00 8.00 
10.25 Mon 12.45 2.45 5.00 10.25 


HARRY POTTER AND 

THE CHAMBER OF SECRETS PG 
Frightening scenes. Fri Mon Tue 11.30 12,0¢ 
12,30 3,00 3.30 4.00 6.50 10.20 
Sat 11.30 12,00 12.30 3.00 3.30 ¢ 
Sun 11,30 12,00 12.30 3.00 3.30 6. 
Wed Thu 11,30 3,00 6.50 10.20 Spec 
enhanced 35 mm on the IMAX screen. Fri Sat 
Sun Mon Tue 12,00 3,30 


MAID IN MANHATTAN PG 
Some coarse language 

Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue 1,00 3.50 7.20 10.00 

Wed Thu 1.00 3,50 7.00 10.15 


THE LORD OF THE RINGS: 

THE TWO TOWERS 144 
Special advance screening, No passes Violent 
and frightening scenes. Late show Tua 12.01am 


STAR TREK: NEMESIS PG 
No passes. Frightening scenes, not 

suitable for younger children 

12.50 1.20 4.10 4.40 7.10 7.40 10.10 10.40 


THE HOT CHICK 
12.15 3.15 7.45 10.30 


9.00 
0.20 


14A 


THE LORD OF THE RINGS: 
THE TWO TOWERS 

No passes, Viol 
Wed 11.30 12,06 
Thu 11.30 12,00 1.0 
9.00 11.15 Specially 
IMAX screen. Thu 1.00 5.00 
THE RING 
Frightening scenes. Fri 
3.40 7.05 9.50 Sun Thu 12.40 


THE SANTA CLAUSE 2 G 
1.10 4,20 7.25 *, 
TREASURE PLANET G 


Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue 11.45 2.00 4.30 7,15 
WWE: ARMAGEDDON 
Classification not available. Live event. Sun 5.00 


TWO WEEKS NOTICE/ HARRY POTTER PG 
Frightening scenes. 2 for 1 advance i 
Sat 7.00 


| WESTMOUNT CENTRE | 


111 Ave, Groat Rd, 455-8726 


DIE ANOTHER DAY 
Violent scenes. Fri Sat Sun Mon Ti 
3.20 6.35 9.50 Wed 12.30 3.20 7.0 


HARRY POTTER AND THE 


CHAMBER OF SECRETS. PG 
Frightening scanes. 12.15 3.30 6,50 10,00 
MY BIG FAT GREEK WEDDING PG 


Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue 1.00 4.00 7.20 9.40 
THE LORD OF THE RINGS: 


ance 
and gs Late s 


STAR TREK: NEMESIS 
No passes, Fgh \ 

you childre 
12.45 3.45 7.15 10.15 


THE LORD OF THE RINGS: 
THE TWO TOWERS 14A 
No passes and frightening scenes 


Wed Thu 12.00 4.00 8.00 


PAC 4 f= 

b CINEMA CITY 12 

ee] seaa.99 smeey 463-5481] 
SHOWING AT BOTH CINEMAS 


KNOCKAROUND GUYS 
Coarse language 
Daily 2.05 4.50 7.2 
FULL FRONTAL 
Coarse language 
Daily 2.10 4.357 
JONAH: A VEGGIETA! 
Sat Sun 12.00 Daily 2.00 4 
RED DRAGON 
Disturbing content, gory violenc 
4,30 7.15 9.55 Midn: 
ABANDON 
Violer 
Daily 7 


00 6.00 


Dally 1.5 


e 
5 10.10 Midnight Fri Sat 12.2 
STEALING HARVARD PG 
content, coarse lang 

111,50 Dail 
ight Fri Sat 12.35 


STUART LITTLE 2 G 
Sat Sun 11,35 Daily 1.25 4.05 6.05 
WHITE OLEANDER 14A 
Mature themes. 
t 
Dally 1,50 ) 7.20 9.45 
Midnight Fri Sat 12.05 
THE TUXEDO PG 
ome violence. 
Sat Sun 11 
Dally 2.15 10 7.40 10.05. 
Midnight Fri Sat 12.15 
THE TRANSPORTER 14A 
Sat Sun 11.40 
7.50 10,00 
Midnight Fri Sat 12.10 
XXX 14A 
Sat 11.05 
1.40 4.25 7.00 9.40 
Midnight Fri Sat 12.20 
SIGNS PG 
. 6s, not suitable for 
Sat Sun 11.20 
Daily 1.35 4.20 7.05 9.30 
Midnight Fri Sat 11.55 
ONE HOUR PHOTO 146A 
Daily 8,00 10.15 
Midnight Fn Sat 12.30 
SPY KIDS 2: THE ISLAND 
OF LOST DREAMS G 
Sat Sun 11.30 
1.30 4.15 
THE MASTER OF DISGUISE G 


Daily 3.30 7.10 
Midnight Fri Sat 11.15 


That’s not entertainment 


De Niro and Crystal’s 

> Analyze That yields a 
shrinking number of 
laughs 


By JOSEF BRAUN 


no one that Harold Ramis’s Ana- 

lyze That plays out as a largely 
lifeless, blatantly perfunctory sequel 
to 1999's hit comedy Analyze This, 
~ the stupid title alone reeking of an 
“astonishing level of laziness on the 
part of the film’s creative team. I 
don’t know what I could have 
expected from Analyze That in terms 
of smart, engaging comic filmmak- 
ing (Ramis hasn't been able to con- 
jure up those sorts of qualities since 
1993’s Groundhog Day), but when 
you consider how uniformly low- 
brow the film’s brand of humour 


[: will surely come as a surprise to 


is—all broad ethnic gags and 
schlocky sexual innuendo—you 
might have at least hoped fora 
handful of cheap laughs. 

Besides the novelty of the origi- 
nal film’s premise (its tough-talking- 
Mafioso-in-psychotherapy shtick just 
managed to predate The Sopranos by 
a nudge, if my memory serves me 
tight), the key element absent from 


Analyze That may simply be a strong 
screenwriter. Presumably to finance 
his own work, Kenneth Lonergan 
contributed his writing talents to 
both Analyze This and The. Adventures 
of Rocky and Bullwinkle (an even more 
forgettable De Niro project) before 
finishing his directorial debut, the 
wonderful You Can Count on Me. It’s 
hard to be certain how much mojo 
Lonergan’s involvement may have 


HELL HOUSE 


A DOCUMENTARY FILM 
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SHORTSOP 


FILM 
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SHORTS CELEBRATING THE 25TH ANNIVERSARY 
OF CANADAS PREMIERE FILM FESTIVAL! 


FRIDAY-MONDAY AT '7PM NIGHTLY 


"A real life Waiting For 
Guffman crossed with 
the helifire-and- 
brimstone extremes of 
(the) rather hysterical 
religious comics you 
might find ina 
laundromat.” 
-MOVIE FORUM 


",,. Often bizarre and 

never less thar 
fascinating" 

~EVE MAGAZINE 


ge TONIGHT AT 2 
FRAMEWMORKS 


BRENDA TERNING'S 
DROWN PROOFING? 


SCREENING WITH 
HAL HARTLEY'S 


THE UNBELIEVABLE TRUTH 


All Metro screenings are held at Zeidler Hall in the Citadel 


Theatre, 9828 - 
call 425-9212. 


Metro operates 
with the 


support of. €monton 


101 A Ave. For more information, 
or log on to www.metrocinema.org 


~ 


eco. 


actually lent to Analyze This’ better 
moments, but it’s worth noting that 
his name is nowhere to be found in 
the new film’s credits. Instead, the 
screenwriters this time out are Ramis, 
Peter Steinfeld (Drowning Mong) and 
original co-writer Peter Tolan, who 
since Analyze This been responsible 
for some of the weakest writing in 


.major U.S. films: America’s Sweet- 


hearts, the shockingly unfunny Steal- 
ing Harvard and Ramis’s recent 
remake of Bedazzled. 

Analyze That's method of reunit- 
ing its protagonists—De Niro’s 
imprisoned mobster Paul Vitti and 
Billy Crystal’s neurotic shrink Ben 
Sobol—is to have Paul, fearing his 
own assassination, fake an extreme 
psychotic episode that leaves him 
alternating between spontaneous 
renditions of West Side Story num- 
bers and impenetrable catatonia. 
The feds are onto Paul’s ruse and fig- 
ure they can use him as bait in their 
shakedown on a Mafia boss, so they 
remove Paul from prison and place 
him in the sole custody of Ben. 
Thus the two are forced to shack up 
with Ben’s disapproving wife (Lisa 
Kudrow, who’s given absolutely 
nothing to do) and teenage son. 

The BEpmuise is so ridiculous it 


The Chick is in the male 


A teen queen 
acquires Rob 
Schneider's body in 
tepid The Hot Chick 


By PAUL MATWYCHUK 


T: Hot Chick is the story of 
Jessica Spencer, a beautiful but 
spoiled teenaged girl who 
(thanks to a complicated series of 
coincidences involving a magical 
pair of earrings) switches bodies with 
Clive, a short, homely, hairy small- 
time thief played by former Saturday 
Night Live homunculus Rob Schnei- 
der. Her experiences in a male body 
force Jessica to realize just how 
insensitively she’s treated everybody 
around her; the audience, mean- 
while, is forced to undergo the much 
less edifying experience of watching 
Schneider prance around in a variety 
of frilly nighties and baby-Ts and act 
mortified whenever anybody mis- 
takes him for a homosexual. 

For a movie about a man and a 
woman switching bodies, The Hot 
Chick is disappointingly uptight, with 
a powerful streak of fratboy homo- 
phobia running right down its centre. 
There’s one scene, for instance, where 
Jessica’s boyfriend Billy thinks he’s 
been flirting with Jessica, only to find 
out it’s “actually” a man—and his 
immediate reaction is to vomit his 


* guts out onto the floor. The movie 


can't imagine anything more comi- 
cally horrifying than a homosexual 
experience; the final image consists of 
Clive, newly returned to his male 
body, hitching a ride from a passing 
motorist and then screaming in terror 
from the back seat when he realizes 


Robert DeNiro’s grating in Analyze That 


wouldn't even fly in a second-rate sit- 
com (it’s a bit like the sentenced-to-be- 
a-butler idea from that episode of 
Seinfeld), but its very ridiculousness 
should have at least cranked up its 
dumbness appeal, elevating the film’s 
comic pleasures at least to the level of 
something like the preposterously silly 
Rat Race. But almost nothing works 
here; neither plot nor character nor 
jokes are thought through, moments 
from the original film are delivered 
like instant replays (like Paul’s sudden 
blubbering under Ben’s probing analy- 
sis), meager opportunities for humour 
are wasted and the performers seem 
tired and distracted—with the possible 
exception of De Niro. 

De Niro’s combination of worka- 


holism and mediocre taste has heey 
chipping away at his integrity for ¢),, 
last half of his career, yet you stjj)- 
can’t completely write off his abjj; 
ties. As embarrassing as his turns jp 
Showtime or Men of Honor may hay, 
been, his work in City by the Sea and 
The Score has yielded some of the by 
De Niro performances in years—nqj 
in Analyze That, there are hints os 
genuine freshness to his acting. Noy 
if only he could select some materiaj 
that isn’t so dreadfully stale. © 


Analyze That 

Directed by Harold Ramis  Writter 
by Peter Steinfeld, Peter Tolan and 
Harold Ramis ® Starring Billy Crystal 
and Robert De Niro * Now playing 


there’s a big gay man at 
the wheel ready, I guess 
we're supposed t6 
assume, to kidnap 
him, bring him back 
home and rape him 
over and over again. 
(Serves him right!) 

In The Animal, 
Schneider did a scene 
where his character puts 
the moves on a sheep, so 
it’s surprising that his 
handling of The Hot 
Chick’s equally outra- | 
geous premise is so 
timid. When Jessica’s 
best friend April (Anna Faris, from the 
Scary Movie series) finds herself falling 
in love with Jessica now that she’s in a 
male body, Schneider and director 
Tom Brady barely explore the possibili- 
ties of this relationship and instead try 
to make a joke out of the fact that Jes- 
Sica is completely oblivious to April’s 
attraction to her. And when Jessica 


eal convinces Billy of her true iden- 
tity, Schneider and Brady chicken out 
of even showing the two men sharing 
a same-sex kiss. There’s also a dumb 
subplot about one of Jessica’s friends, a 
black girl whose Korean mother keeps 
showing up at the worst moments and 
undermining her soul-sister act. (She 
even barges into the prom to present 
her with a gaudy gangsta pendant, 
exclaiming, “Ling-Ling! You forgot 
your bling-bling!”) But at least the film 
takes an affectionate attitude toward 
Jessica’s little brother, who keeps 
sneaking into her bedroom and dress- 
ing up in her outfits. 


The Hot Chick was executive-pto- 
duced by Adam Sandler, who turn: 
up in a cameo role as a stoned 
employee at an exotic curio shop. 
Sandler appears in about three 
scenes but he barely even tries to act, 
and nobody else involved with the 
film seems to be trying too hard to” 
do anything special, either. This |s 
one of those movies where they ™! 
bloopers during the closing credits~ 
the idea being, I guess, to show aude 
ences what a great time everybody 
had while they were making it. Bul 
as I watched take after take 0 
Schneider muffing his lines and hall 
heartedly trying to sell the scent” 
only grew more and more annoy 
at how bored he seemed to be wil! 
the whole process of moviemakily 
Couldn’t someone take Rob Schné 
der and have him switch bodies wil! 
a funny person? ® 


“The Hot Chick 

Directed by Tom Brady * Written ¥) 
Rob Schneider and Tom Brady * 
Starring Rob Schneider, Anna Faris and 
Rachel McAdams ® Opens Fri, Dec 13 


VEVENVIDER 12- DECEMBER 18 


Denise Clarke’s 
uristic Breeder is 
an impotent satire on 
emale reproduction 


gy 


reeder takes place an indeter- 
inate number of decades into 

the future—a time when every- 

thing natural in the world seems to 
have been replaced by a synthetic 
equivalent. Natural fabrics have van- 
hed, all the water is polluted and 
ou can’t even get a good, old-fash- 
joned joint anymore; you've got to 
ake your THC in a government- 
pproved liquid form. Things have 
jotten so bad that Ikea furnishings are 


mow regarded as priceless antiques. 


Even worse: a mysterious genetic 
gue has resulted in the vast majori- 


ty of the planet's female population 


lurning into infertile androgynes. As a 
fesult, a sinister new government 
gency has begun rounding up the 
ew remaining “breeders,” relocating 

em in isolated housing units and 
juctioning off their reproductive tal- 
pits to the highest bidders. Breeder 
lakes place in Breeding Unit 1010103, 
lome to three of the world’s most cel- 
brated babymakers: Rose (Jan 

lexandra Smith), a slightly bubble- 


headed blonde who still resents her 


larents for the cold-blooded way in 
Which they shipped her off to the 


breeding unit; Micah (Sylvia Wong), 


exercise in fertility 


the rare breeder to have actually spent 
a number of years out in the world 
before the government tracked her 
down; and Tim (Rhonda Trodd), the 
toughest cookie in the jar, who has 
the clearest sense that the breeders’ 
seeming life of privilege is actually 
one of imprisonment. 

How do we know all this? 
Because the characters spell it all out 
for us, point by point, in one long, 
artless monologue after another. 
Breeder was originally performed in 
Calgary by One Yellow Rabbit eight 
years ago, but Denise Clarke's script 
(her first) still feels like a first draft, 


™\ theatre 


bottom-heavy with backstory and 
full of scenes and speeches that make 
the basic playwriting mistake of 
telling us precisely what the charac- 
ters are thinking instead of showing 
us. The big setpiece of the first act is 
a long scene depicting the breeders’ 
annual “showing”—sort of a fashion 
show crossed with a cattle auction, in 
which the women are paraded before 
a room of would-be parents while an 
emcee lasciviously describes their 
astonishing fertility. If Clarke had 
put this startling scene right at the 
top of the play, plunging the audi- 
ence immediately into this strange 
futuristic world, it might have had 
some real shock value. Instead, she 
postpones it for something like 15 
minutes while Marcel (Randall Scott 


MacDonald), the breeders’ gay han- 
dler, laboriously explains to us all the 
changes that have taken place in the 
world and introduces us to the vari- 
ous breeders. As a result, by the time 
the showing takes place, there’s 
nothing surprising about it. It’s as if 
Clarke doesn’t have enough faith in 
her own audience to feel she can risk 
disorienting us even for a moment. 


Breeders digest 


On the other hand, Clarke doesn’t 
make her big plot points clearly 
enough. Everything important to the 
story—Rose’s troubled relationship 
with her latest clients and her petu- 
lant decision to stop taking her fertil- 
ity drugs, Tim’s recruitment and 
secret politicization by a former 
breeder—all happen offstage. And 
the conversations that do take place 
onstage aren’t all that interesting. 
The dialogue feels canned; there 
aren't any layers to the relationships 
or the rivalries between Marcel and 
these three women. You get lots of 
facile jokes about “wombs for rent” 
but only the most superficial sense of 
what it might do to a woman’s per- 
sonality to be defined purely in terms 
of her ability to reproduce, or what it 
would mean to have your children 
taken away from you over and over 
again, or to live under constant gov- 
ermment observation. (Much is made 
of the close tabs that are kept on 
every breeding unit, but Clarke lazily 
allows her characters to wander away 
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Sylia Wong and Jan Alexandra Smith share a pregnant pause in Breeder 


from the unit or keep huge secrets 
from the all-seeing authorities when- 
ever the plot demands it.) 
Considering that these three 
women’s entire lives depend on their 
ability to keep bearing children, they 
seem weirdly detached from the 
workings of their own bodies—as we 
find out near the end of the play, 
they don’t even know how to give 
birth naturally. Wouldn’t breeders— 
who make millions of dollars with 
each child they conceive—actually 
be fanatically attuned to the 
rhythms of their bodies, and deter- 
mined to monitor every detail of 
their pregnancy, given all the money 
that’s at stake? Wouldn’t these 
women, whose abilities are so prized 
and fetishized by society, be a lot 
more adept at exploiting their 


celebrity and manipulating the sys- 
tem to their own ends? > 

Call me an insensitive, sexist 
idiot, but there’s something insult- 
ingly blithe about the way Clarke 
acts as if this bizarro-world of total 
female subjugation and powerless- 
ness—a world where every paranoid 
Faludian persecution fantasy has 
come true—is utterly inevitable, as if 
there’s always some massive male 
plot in action keeping women from 
being anything more than passive 
baby machines, as if the feminist 
movement is in constant danger of 
being driven underground into small 
pockets of brave, freedom-fighting 
“revolutionaries” struggling to over- 
throw the sexist powers that be 
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Hither, Page, 
“and stand by me 


A Christmas Carol « Maclab Theatre 
(The Citadel) * To Dec 24 ° reVUE 
Thanks to audience demand, this is the 
third year in a row that the Citadel has 
brought its epic stage version of Charles 
Dickens’s A Christmas Carol to the 
Maclab stage. That's great news for the 
Citadel, not to mention a tremendous 
personal triumph for both Tom Wood 
(who wrote the script and has made 
Scrooge into one of his signature roles) 
and director Bob Baker (who shepherd- 
ed the show through development and 

found a way to present it onstage in all 
its mammoth glory without losing the 
touching, human story at the ce-tre of 
it). But it’s bad news for theatre critics, 
who every December have to figure out 
a fresh way of reviewing what is essen- 
tially the same production. 

And so | had the bright idea last 
week of seeing the show at a Friday 
matinee, when Tom Wood would have 
the afternoon off from playing 
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Scrooge, and checking out what Jeff 
Page is doing with the role. Page, who 
fills in for Wood on Sunday nights and 
matinees, is not an obvious choice for 
the part; not only is he roughly the 
same age as John Ullyatt, who plays 
Scrooge’s nephew Fred, but his other 
performances (I'm thinking of roles like 
Bruce Delamitri in Popcorn, or Ned in 
Excavations) have also had a laconic, 
20th-century sensibility to them that 
seems far removed from the Victorian 
world of workhouses and debtors’ pris- 
ons that Dickens wrote about. 

But Dickens had an unusually mod- 
ern sense of character as well—you see 
it in the way Scrooge is allowed to look 
back on incidents from his past and 
realize how those events conspired to 
make him the shrivel-hearted person 
he became, and you also see it in the 
way Scrooge is allowed, after getting a 
glimpse of the future, to seize control 
over his own life and use nothing but 
the force of his own will to make a fun- 
damental change to his personality. It’s 
this aspect of the play that, | think, 
Page connects with most forcefully— 
the keen mixture of shame and pain 
with which Scrooge watches his 
younger self allow his old fiancée Belle 
to drift away from him, or the convic- 
tion with which Scrooge falls to his 
knees at the end of his strange night in 
the company of all those Christmas 
spirits and insists, “| am not the man | 
was! | am not the man | was!” 

As | watched Page perform the 
show, tt was interesting to note which 
scenes affected me compared to the 
Wood version. It’s an important theme 
in Wood's script, for instance, that 
Scrooge eventually finds the strength to 
change his ways even though he keeps 
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insisting that he’s too old to do things 
any differently; perhaps because Wood 
is older than Page, that idea seemed 
more poignant and moving in Wood's 
hands. On the other hand, for whatever 
reason, | found myself getting more 
emotionally involved this time out in 
the scenes involving young Scrooge, 
Belle and Scrooge’s, sister Fanny— 
scenes that in other versions of this 
story has always seemed like little more 
than plot points. (But no matter who 
the actor is, the scene where Scrooge 
finally decides to rejoin the human race 
and show up at Fred’s Christmas party 
always puts a lump in my throat.) 

It was also fun to see this version of 
A Christmas Carol with an audience of 
schoolkids and listen to them respond 
to those moments where Bob Baker's 
flair for Showmanship really shines, like 
Jacob Marley’s exit or the spectacular 
entrance of the Ghost of Christmas Yet 
to Come—this sinister, 20-foot-tall 
puppet emerging magically out of the 
darkness. Tom Wood still owns this 
role, but I’m glad | caught Page's fine 
work while | still could. | feel a little like 
echoing Scrooge’s own words upon 
waking up on Christmas morning; “It’s 
not too late! | haven’t missed it!” 


Got Pilk? 


Pilk’s Madhouse * Azimuth The- 
atre (11315-106 Ave) ° To Dec 15 
© reVUE You probably have to be a 
little bit crazy to stage a show with as 
little respect for love, religion and 
human brotherhood as Pilk’s Mad- 
house at the height of the Christmas 
season, but judging from the way 
Andrew Bursey, Adrienne Merrell, Jon 
Paterson and Scott Walters are cur- 


rently carrying on in the Azimuth The-. 


atre space, they've had a few screws 
loose for some time now. 

There’s no plot to Pilk’s Madhouse; 
instead, it’s a collection of 12 absur- 
dist comedy sketches, each of which 
bleeds into the next one in a free- 
associative style reminiscent of Monty 
Python's Flying Circus. The sketches 
themselves are a little like Monty 
Python too, only more anarchic— 
imagine the show with the John 
Cleese dial turned way down and the 
Terry Gilliam dial turned way up. 
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Jon Paterson (centre) see 


The cast attributes the material to a 
half-mad Toronto Irishman named 
Henry Pilk, but they’re actually the work 
of Ken Campbell, a gadfly British comic 
with a real talent for taking standard 
comedy-sketch situations (a courtroom 
cross-examination, a man on top of a 
high building threatening to commit 
suicide) and steering them into eccen- 
tric, completely unexpected new direc- 
tions. In the courtroom scene, for 
instance, an arrogant attorney stops 
suddenly in the middle of the involved 
question he’s posing to a witness and 
finds himself lingering over the word 
“anything.” He repeats it over and over 
again, transfixed by the sound of it, try- 
ing out different pronunciations, totally 
unable to say anything else. Finally, he 
starts squawking like a bird and leaps 
out of the courtroom window, madly 
flapping his arms. (This bit is hilariously 
performed by Scott Walters.) 

That scene perfectly encapsulates 
the show’s theme—namely, that 
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asylum from his 


o-stars in Pilk’s Madhouse 


insanity rather than sanity is 
mankind's natural state, and it’s only 
the exercise of tremendous wil 
power that keeps us sane people 
from crossing over to the other side 
In “The Man Who Disappeared Up 
His Own Asshole,” for instance, Jon 
Paterson plays a guy who become 
paralyzed by his awareness of his 
own thought processes, and nothing 
he does can relieve his agony. His 
brain is smart enough to see through 
every ploy he tries out. 
Smart-brained theatregoers will 


find a lot to enjoy in Pilk’s Madhouse 


As with any show of this type, the 
individual sketches vary in quality, and 
it doesn’t help that the first couple of 
scenes are fairly tiresome. But once 
the show hits its stride—e.g., when 
Andrew Bursey delivers the hilariously 
panicked tirade that is “As Foretold in 
My Dream”—it's genuinely unpre- 
dictable and subversive. You'd be 
crazy to miss it. O 


Breeder 
» Continued from previous page 


But even taken on its own terms, 
Breeder's thin characters and rushed 
ending fail to spawn much theatti- 
cal excitement, despite directo! 
Trevor Schmidt's kitschy, Barbarella- 
inspired set and costume design and 
an effortful performance by Jan 
Alexandra Smith. And compared to 
something like Caryl Churchill's 
potent new sci-fi play A Number 
(which deals with clones and genet- 
ic experimentation and is at once 
more convincing scientifically and 
more moving emotionally tha" 
Clarke’s script), Breeder seems eve" 
more misbegotten. © 


ee Be. Breeder 
Directed by Trevor Schmidt © Written 
by Denise Clarke ® Starring Randa! 
Scott MacDonald, Jan Alexandra 
Smith, Rhonda Trodd and Sylvia 
Wong ® La Cité francophone (8627- 
91 St) © To Dec 15 © 471-1586 
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Shimano finds the 
beauty in death, 
the light in grief 
BYAGNIESZKA MATEJKO 


t is with a snicker and a nudge 
Je: magazines and the media 

refer to midlife as the age of 
imploding hormones. What's rarely 
discussed, however, is that some- 
where in midlife we often lose a par- 
ent. This is a monumental rite of 
passage that wreaks havoc far greater 
than hormones can, a life-changing 
event perhaps more momentous 
than the transition from childhood 
to puberty. Yet, this midlife passage 
is silent, invisible, unmarked by any 
outward signs of change. The very 
silence of this process can be oppres- 
sive; as one friend who lost a parent 
once told me, “What hurts the most 
is that people are afraid to talk to me 
about it.” 

Yoshiko Shimano—in a show 
that carries her name, but is infor- 
mally subtitled Requiem—dares to 
tread into these silent spaces. With 
the umspoken language of colour, 
marks and references to nature, Shi- 
mano conveys the powerful emo- 
tions she experienced at the death of 
both of her parents (who passed 
away within one year of each other). 

“Tf anyone doubts the ability of 
visual art to express feeling, they just 


need to look at this show!” exclaims 
SNAP Gallery co-ordinator Shelley 
Wilson. As we stand surrounded by 
Shimano’s wall-sized works, suffused 
by cathedral lighting, a myriad of 
strokes, marks and rubbings glisten 
and vibrate around us with the grace 
and delicacy of falling snow. These 
artworks are not expressions of black- 
clad grief; Shimano envelops us with 
shimmering, colourful emotions that 
connect personal moments of grief 
to cycles of nature; the glitter of rain- 
drops, the shimmer of a cornfield 
blown in a breeze, the shifting 
colours of the sky in the Southwest 


desert. Change and transition appear 
inexorable, a part of the beauty of 
nature that need not be feared; waves 
rise, fall and subside like generations 
of people. “The meaning of ‘requiem’ 
in Japanese is not only about death, 
but also life and life beyond death,” 
explains the Japanese-born Shimano, 
who now lives in Albuquerque, New 
Mexico. “It is about'having a peace- 
ful mind, calming your soul, and 
healing your mind.” _— 

Despite this poetic and life- 
affirming notion, the code of silence 
surrounding death is not unique to 
the West. “That is true as well in 
Japanese culture,” says Shimano, 
whose daughter was born around 
the time that Shimano’s father died. 
“] really didn’t have a chance to talk 


to my parents about life, death and 
life beyond death. I want to talk 
about those issues with my daughter 
as much as I can. I was a witness of 
one life blooming and the other life 
was ending.” 


Blossom dearie 


Shimano set out to end that silence. 
“It is the beginning,” she explains. “I 
would like to believe in that and also 
would like to express that to my 
daughter. In the show there is my 
piece titled ‘The Beginning’ that was 
dedicated to my father who was 
dying at that time. This piece almost 
looks like going under many cherry 
blossom trees. When I die, I hope to 
go through a tunnel like that then 
arrive to the new world. In Tokyo, 
cherry blossom season is in April. It is 
the beginning of a new world.” 

As Shimano unravels the subject 
of death, something exceptional and 
very moving emerges; it is as if Shi- 
mano has discovered the joy and 
beauty of death. Perhaps in a child’s 
world of magic, the adult gloom and 
grief surrounding death dissipates. 
As I look at Shimano’s art, I vividly 
recall a conversation with my own 
daughter who pointed up at the 
white fluff of summer clouds and 
joyfully exclaimed, “Look Mom, 
Grandpa is up there!” The image of 
Grandpa bouncing from cloud to 
cloud still makes me smile. The joy- 
ful, accepting spirit of a child perme- 
ates Shimano’s imagery and makes 


AMC Ol baljarct-t Or bee) M adel (tes 


December 18 - 22, 2002 


Kenneth Brown 


Terry Morrison 


Dale Ladouceut 


Bull Hobson 


Bill Bourne 


Al Brant §; 


Tickets are $20 advance & $25 at the door 


produced by TheatREPublic 

& Brass Monkey Productions .com 
Sound by MB Productions 
photo by David Williamson 


call the Roxy at 453-2440 


or visit 


www.attheroxy.com 


WUEWEEKLY 


presented in cooperation with 


Theatre Network 
~ live al ta ROXY 


Yoshiko Shimano's The Rock at Horeb 


her work uniquely memorable. “I 
would like to be very positive about 
death,” she says. “Also, I would like 
my daughter to believe that she is 
not left in this world. She can see me 
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Yoshiko Shimano: Requiem 
By Yoshiko Shimano * 
SNAP Gallery * To Dec 21 
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By MATT SHORT 


(aaa ARIES (Mar 20-Apr 19): Sexual energy surrounds you as your planetary ruler, Mars, moves 
“Sha Urrough sultry Scorpio. Positive vibrations from Venus make you more attractive, binging 
deb social opportunities and love relationships, especially with Taurus and Libra. Good deci- 
sions can be made around December 15 that will benefit your career, or perhaps good news will come 
from an authonty figure or the signs Gemini and Virgo. Secret sexual encounters and hidden agendas 
are shown on December 16 and 17, possibly involving your friends or the signs Pisces and Sagittanus. 
Make sure to practise safe sex and beware of negative drug interactions. Ifyou were bom within a day 
of Apni 7, good things are on the way, including romance and travel. The sign Scorpio may apply. 


Gia TAURUS (Apr 20-May 19): Love and business relationships continue to be a focal 
point with your planetary ruler, Venus, traveling though your 7th house. Influences 
CS from Mars will make love affairs and sexual activities feel more intense, but argu- 
ments could manifest just after the climax. Secret romances with co-workers, deceit in business 
and unwise purchases are possible around December 15, buta Gemini or Virgo could bring 
good news or help you out of a sticky spot. Mysterious circumstances surround your career sit- 
uation and. most dominant parent at this time. The signs Anes and Scorpio could be involved. 


< 


your planetary ruler, Mercury, enters Capricorn and your 8th house. Sexual inter- 

ests and career transitions are on your mind, along with loans, taxes, inheritances 
and other people’s money. Opportunities for job advancement could manifest themselves 
around December 14, especially involving the signs Aries or Scorpio. The possibility of a love 
affgir at work is indicated on December 15, specifically with the signs Taurus and Libra. The 
occult, mystery, life after death and a quest for secret information are also shown. 


a GEMINI (May 20-June 20): Practical changes are part of this week’s theme, as 


(| CANCER (June 21-July 22): Lunar energies are soon to reach their peak. Even 
though the Moon will be moving out of harmony with your sign around December 
13, effortless benefits will be within your grasp concerning career advancement, 
financial gain, physical regeneration and positive influences from the signs Scorpio, Pisces 
or Sagittarius. Your emotional well-being will be restored by December 15 when the Moon 
moves into sturdy Taurus, but escapism and overindulgence are also possible, Laziness, lack 
of focus and attempts to reach unattainable goals are shown for December 16, so stick to a 
simple plan. The full Moon will commence on December 19, so use caution while driving. 


27] LEO (July 23-Aug 22): Cosmic conditions continue to be in your favour as your 
ruling Sun moves through optimistic Sagittarius. Good luck, travel, romantic 

Eas episodes with foreigners, sporting events and situations involving children are all 
possibilities in your forecast this week. Because of this particular placement, positive inter- 
nal changes are taking place concerning your religious faith and general life direction, par- 
ticularly if you were born within a day of August 10. Although problems with group organi- 
zations, friends and the sign Capricom are shown for December 18, sudden lave opportuni- 
ties could also manifest themselves, especially with the sign Aquarius. 


($e) VIRGO (Aug 23-Sept 22): Cosmic vibrations have greatly improved for your sign 

-o~ now that your planetary ruler, Mercury, is moving harmoniously through Capricorn. 

=) Creative writing, artistic pursuits, sporting events and situations involving children all 
fall into your forecast this week. Ambition, initiative and increases in energy levels are shown 
for December 14, along with beneficial associations with the signs Aries or Scorpio. You will 
demonstrate with actions rather than words at this time. Your daily routine may hold romantic 
opportunities with a Taurus or Libra on December 15. A hobby could become your career. 


UBRA (Sept 23-Oct 22): You're hot stuff and you know it! Since your planetary 
ruler, Venus, is undulating through sensual Scorpio, your sexual and emotional lev- 
F! els have become severely elevated. Energy from Mars will only intensify these influ- 
ences, giving you new ambitions and an iron will. If you've wanted to change the way you 
make money, an Aries or Scorpio may be able to help. Bad business deals and poor finan- 
cial speculations are possible on December 15 along with hidden charges or thievery from 
romantic partners. Keep your eyes open. The signs Virgo or Gemini could play a part. 


SCORPIO (Oct 23-Nov 21): Sex and love are in the stars for you this week as 

b Mars and Venus move through your sign, especially if you were born close to 
7 November 15. Your planetary ruler, Pluto, continues to receive positive vibrations 
from lucky Jupiter, bringing financial expansion through travel, higher learning, positive visu- 
alization and benefits from the signs Sagittarius or Pisces. Increases in sexual levels will 
enhance current relationships and could bring about new love affairs with che signs Aries, 
Taurus or Libra. Double-check all dealings on December 16 and 17, as deceptive energies 
are indicated relating to homes, gas, oil, water or a parent. Secret agendas are also shown. 


Fe 


), SAGITTARIUS (Nov 22-Dec 21): You are shining like a star as your planetary ruler, 

Jupiter, moves through fiery Leo. Long journeys and higher learning will have a profound 

influence on your personal development at this time. Misuse of your partner's finances 
and secret encounters with a Taurus or Libra are possible for December 15. Don’t make a sudden 

42> decision if you're angry or frustrated on December 17—and avoid being distracted when dnving in 
the places you know best. Sexual magnetism, expansion in your spiritual beliefs and a change of 
heart are also indicated. Children and the signs Leo, Scorpio or Anes could play a part 


CAPRICORN (Dec 22-Jan 29): Your two planetary rulers, Saturn and Uranus, are 
sy currently experiencing a harmonious connection, Positive cosmic influences pro- 
= mote multiple forms of income, independent working environments, short-term 
projects, unexpected job improvements and financial benefits from friends and the sign 
Aquanus, Use caution at the workplace around December 18 when problems with authority 
figures, children, hidden enemies or the sign Leo are indicated. Computers, electronics and 
electricity are highlighted. Pay attention to sudden insights and intuitions 


Gi AQUARIUS (Jan 21-Feb 18): In many ways, you are receiving a planetary wake-up call 
AN Your internal energies have balanced due to-harmonious interactions between your two 
cosmic rulers, Uranus and Satum. Freedom urges may be lessened now that you're 
more grounded and willing to settle into a long-term relationship. Love affairs from the past could 
eappear, especially with older partners and Capricom. Signs point to practical plans, career spec- 
in. and sound parental influence. Don’t let a regression break up a good relationship over 
hort-term fling on December 18. A romance with Leo may be found through friends 


PISCES (Feb 19-Mar 19): You may feel Jost even though you are in a familiar 
place. While your planetary ruler, Neptune, moves through the 12th house, you 
may want to avoid facing necessary changes. You could end up going against your 
own spintual values around December 15 through undercover purchases or secret love 
affairs, so don't be led into temptation by a Libra or Taurus. Suppressed anger, problems 
with foreigners, difficulty with long trips and confrontations from the sign Aries are possible 
(for December 16 and 17. Don't let your emotions get the best of you. Leta Scorpio help. @ 
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For a FREE listing, fax 426-2889 
or e-mail listings@vue.ab.ca. 


Deadline is 3pm Friday. 


AGNES BUGERA GALLERY INC. 12310 
Jasper Ave., 482-2854. *EARTHLY DELIGHTS: 
Monotype and oil paintings by Jamie 
Evrard, Until Dec. 13. *SHERRY AND 
SHORTBREAD: Group Christmas exhibition. 
Dec, 12. 


ALBERTA CRAFT COUNCIL GALLERY 
10186-106 St., 488 G-6611, 488-5900. 
Open MON-SAT 10am-5:30pm. *WESTERN 
CRAFT: Showcase of artists who use 
Western themes in their works. Until 

Dec. 24. 


ART BEAT GALLERY 8 Mission Ave., St. 
Albert, 459-3679. STH ANNIVERSARY CELE- 
BRATION EXHIBIT: Paintings, pottery, glass 

art, soapstone and steel sculptures by vari- 
ous artists. Until Dec. 31. 


BEARCLAW GALLERY 10403-124 St., 
482-1204. Featuring Norval Morrisseau, 
Daphne Odjig, Aaron Paquette, David 
Morrisseau, George Littlechild. Until 
Dec. 24. 


CENTRE D’ARTS VISUELS DE L’ALBERTA 
20, 8627 Rue Marie-Anne-Gaboury 91 

St., 461-3427. WOMEN AND ART: Doris 
Charest (multi-media), Karen Blanchet 
(watercolour), Nathalie Shewchuk Paré 
(multi-media). Dec. 13-Jan. 3. Opening 
reception FRI, Dec. 13, 7-8:30pm. Artists 

in attendance. 


CHRISTL BERGSTROM’S RED GALLERY 
9621-82 Ave., 439-8210. www.christl- 

Deg sronEcemny Open Mon-Fri 11am-Spm; 
Sat by appointment. 2002, A YEAR IN 
REVIEW: Portraits, landscapes and nudes. 


CYBERTOPIA INTERNET CAFE 11607 
Jasper Ave. WOMEN’S TEARS, WOMEN’S 
FEARS: Expressionist paihtings by Patricia 
Laing. Until Feb. 1. 


EDMONTON ART GALLERY 2 Sir 
Winston Churchill Sq., 422-6223, 
Wwww.eag.org. Open Mon-Wed arid Fri 
10:30am-Spm; Thu 10:30am-8pm; Sat, 
Sun 1lam-Spm. *PI/XELS, SPOTS AND 
POLKADOTS: Perception and Meaning in 
Art. Until Aug. *THE UNCANNY: 
Experiments in Cyborg Culture. Until Feb. 
23. *KITCHEN GALLERY: DARC/ MALLON: 
THE GOLG/ STUDIES. Until Feb. 23. 
*RECENT ACQUISITIONS: THE SINCLAIR 
BEQUEST. Until Mar. 9. *LECTURE: THU 12 
(noon): A Cyber Fantasy. *CHILDREN’S 
GALLERY: BECOME: Creating by Don Moar. 
Until July 2003. *Admission: Members free, 
$5 adult, $3 senior/student, $2 child (6- 
12), free (child 5 and under). Free Thu 
after 4pm. 


ELECTRUM DESIGN STUDIO 12419 
Stony Plain Rd., 482-1402. Open Tue-Fri 
10am-Spm; Sat 10am-4pm. #2002 RETRO- 
SPECTIVE GROUP SHOW: Works by: Wayne 
Mackenzie, Janet Stein, John Blair, Peter 
McKay (jewellery), Robert Held, Jeff 
Holmwood (glass), Randy Weins, Kate More 
(paintings), Chris Stromich (photographs), 
Margie Davidson (textiles). Joanna 
Drummond (ceramics), Sharon Moore- 
Foster (painting, sculpture). Until Dec. 21. 


EXTENSION CENTRE GALLERY 2nd FI., 
University Extension Centre, 8303-112 St., 
492-3034. Open Mon-Thu 8:30am-8pm, 
Fri, 8:30am-4:30pm, Sat 9am-noon. 
Annual Student Exhibition. Until Feb. 5. 


FAB GALLERY 1-1 Fine Arts Building, U of 
A Campus, 112 St., 89 Ave., 492-2081. 
Open Tue-Fri 10am-Spm; Sun 2-Spm. 
*INSITE: Amanda O'Connell, final presenta- 
tion for the degree of Master of Fine Arts in 
painting. Until Dec. 21. Opening reception 
THU, Dec. 12, 7-10pm. *HOW GREEN IS 
OUR FUTURE?: Sandra Lange, MDes 
Industrial Design. Until Dec, 21. Opening 
reception THU, Dec. 12, 7-10pm. 


FORT DOOR 10308-81 Ave., 432-7535. 
Open Mon-Sat 10am-6pm; Thu-Fri 10am- 
9pm; Sun 12-Spm. Eskimo soapstone carv- 
ings (bears, birds, seals, walrus, otters, 
humans, inukshuk) by S. Obruk. Eskimo 
and West Coast Indian gold and silver jew- 
ellery by Carmen Geortzen. Until Jan. 1. 


THE FRINGE GALLERY Bsmt., 10516 
Whyte Ave., 432-0240. Open daily 9:30am- 
6pm. Closed Sun. IN THE SPIRIT OF CHRIST- 
MAS; Mixed media installation by Amy 
Loewan. Until Dec. 31. Opening reception 
SAT, Dec. 14, 2-4pm. 


FRONT GALLERY 12312 Jasper Ave., 488- 
2952. Open Tue-Sat 10am-Spm. Fine art 
and craft by Alberta artists. Display of folk 
art by Michael Voros. Through Dec. 


GENERATIONS GALLERY 5411-51 St., 


Stony Plain, 963-2777. Open daily 10am- . 
4pm. Landscape paintings by Dixie 

Rosanne Orriss. Until Jan. 5. 

GIORDANO GALLERY Main FI., Empire 
Building, 10080 Jasper Ave., 429-5066. 
www.giordanogallery.com. Open Wed, Sat 
12-4pm or by appointment. Annual pre- 
Christmas small works show. Until Dec. 24. 


HARCOURT HOUSE 10215-1712 St., 
426-4180. Open Mon-Fri 10am-Spm; Sat 
12-4pm. OFF YER HEAD: Entertainment, 
silent auction and jazz by Diane King and 
her ensemble. SAT, Dec. 14, 7:30pm. TIX 
$10 @ Harcourt House, 


HEADLINES Main Fl., Manulife Pl., 10180- 
101 St., 424-0105. Exhibit and sale of still 
life and landscapes by Linda Fisher. Until 
Dec, 24. . 


JASPER ARTISTS GUILD (JAG) 622 
Connaught Sq., Jasper. *A BRUSH WITH 
NIGHT; Group show exploring aspects of 
night. Until Jan. 


JEFF ALLEN ART GALLERY Strathcona 
Place, 10831 University Ave., 433-5807. 
Group exhibition. Until Jan. 30. Open 
house WED, Dec. 11 and WED, Dec. 18, 
6:30-8:30pm. 


JOHNSON GALLERY ¢7711-85 St., 465- 
6171. Open Mon-Fri 8am-5:30pm; Sat 
9am-Spm. Original art, prints and potter 
by local potters. Bronze sculptures by Gina 
McDougall Cohoe. Until Dec. 31. ©11817- 
80 St. Open Tue-Fri: 9:30am-5:30pm; Sat 
Sie Original art and prints. Jack 
Ellis, Harold Lyon, Toti, Joe Haire, Wendy 
Risdale, Jim Painter, Dave Ripley, Don 
Sharpe, Jim Brasger, George Weber. Pottery 
by Noboru Kubo, Peggy Heer, Blackmore. 
Until Dec. 31. 


KAMENA GALLERY AND FRAMES 
5718-104 St., 944-9497. New watercolours 
by Willie Wong. Fabric art by Mary Anne 
Kilgarnon. Acrylic paintings by Kee T. 
Wong. Poster art by various artists. 


LATITUDE 53 10248-106 St., (above 
Metro Billiards), www.latitudes3.org, 423- 
5353. The Graphic Designers Association 
of Canada (GDC) and MADE Festive Frolic 
Fundraiser. FRI, Dec. 13, 7pm. TIX $7 or 
$3 with any design competition entry. Ph 
288-5575 for info. 


LISTEN RECORDS 10649-124 St., 453- 
1881. PLUNDEROPTICS: Sample-based print 
and sound art by Construct. Dec.10-Feb.1. 
Opening reception, listening party SUN, 
Dec. 15, 1-Spm. Bring a record to play. 


McMULLEN GALLERY University of C 
Alberta Hospital, East Entrance, 8440-112 
St., 407-7152. eVISUAL SOUND: Visual 
exhibit of music and sound expressions by 
the senior art students from Victoria High 
School. Until Jan. 26. *After Hours: On dis- 
play outside the gallery. Two large-scale 
waterscapes by Leslie Taillefer. 


MUNAN STUDIO 3 FI., 10168-100A St., 
Rice Howard Way, Studio 321. THE FATHER- 
SON EXHIBIT: Wall hangings by Marc 
Munan (son). Sculptures by Louis Munan 
(father). Dec. 14-15, 21-22, 1-4pm. 


MURUNGO ANO PENGA AFRICAN 
GALLERY 12505-102 Ave., (below 
Starbucks), 433-5504. An African 
Christmas: Collection of African Wildlife 
Heritage Collection. Music and entertain- 
ment by the Okoto. SAT, Dec, 14, 6-10pm. 
TIX $10. Part of all proceeds from this 
evening event will go to the Harare Street 
Kids Association. Donations for the 
Edmonton Food Bank. 


ORTONA GALLERY 9722-102 St., 439- 
6943. Open Sat-Sun noon-Spm; weekdays 
by appointment. BOREAL FOREST MEETS 
INNER SPACE: Boreal forest watercolours by 
Wendy Freene and surrealist collages by 
Markus Eymann. Until Dec. 


PROFILES PUBLIC ART GALLERY 19 


’ Perron Street, St. Albert, 460-4310. Open 


Mon-Sat 10-Spm. Thu 10am-8pm. *Gallery 
shop: Handmade jewellery, glass, pottery 
and wood works, PRESENCE; Work by the 
St. Albert Painters’ Guild, Potters’ Guild, 
Quilters Guild and The Floral Arts Society. 
Until Dec. 21. 


SCOTT GALLERY 10411-124 St., 488- 
3619. Open Tue-Sat 10am-Spm. CHRIST- 
MAS TREASURES: New works by Katerina 
Mertikas. Paintings and silkscreens by 
Romero Britto. Alberta landscapes by 
Gerald Faulder, Jim Visser and Arlene 
Wasylynchuk; botanicals by Robert Sinclair 
and Cindy Barratt; small works by Lynn 
Malin, Jayne Willoughby Scott and Phyllis 
Anderson. Abstracts by Douglas Haynes 
and Marianne Wachtel. Glass by Brenda 
Malkinson. Ceramics by the Selfridges and 
Arne Handley. Until Dec. 30. 
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_SEGHERS STUDIO GALLERY 604A, 


10030-107 St., Seventh Street Plaza, Nori 
Tower, 425-6885. Open Tue-Thu 5:30-9pn, 
or by ee cere eaturing works by 
David Seghers, Robert von Eschen, Eric 
Butterworth, Jeff Collins, Pamela How 
(Vilsec), Neil McClelland, Jacqui Rohac. 


SNOWBIRD GALLERY WEN, 8882-170 
St., 444-1024. Featuring works by J. 
Yardley-Jones and poe Jounson. Acrylics 
by Jim Vest, pottery by Noburo Kubo 
and Jacqueline Stenberg. Art glass avail- 
able. Artists in the courtyard continues 
every weekend. ; 


SOSA (SOCIETY-OF STUDENT ARTISTS) 
GALLERY 10154-103 St., Basement, 707 
8305. Silent Art Auction and Second 
Annual Sale. Dec, 13, 7-11pm. 


SPECTRUM ART GALLERY AND stupio 
10867-96 St, 424-8803. Open daily 10am. 
6pm. Paintings by SAT Lucas. Work 
by Patricia Young, Bridgit Turner, Deanna 
Larson and David Phillips. 


STUDIO GALLERY 143 Grandin Park 
Plaza, St. Albert, 460-5990. Open Tue-Fri 
10am-Spm; Sat 10am-4pm. MOVING 
THROUGH. Until Dec. 24. 


SWEETWATER CAFE 102 Ave., 124 st 
ICE AND SOLEIL: Group show. Until Feb. 5 


SUSSEX GALLERIES 290 Saddleback 
Rd., 988-2266. Landscapes, cityscapes, 
florals, nudes, surreal paintings as well as 
glassworks, sculptures and ceramics by 
various artists. 


THE VAAA GALLERY 3rd FI. Harcourt 
House, 10215-112 St., 421-1731. 
UNFRAMED: Silent auction fundraiser, SAT, 
Dec. 14, 7:30pm. TIX $10. 


VANDERLEELIE GALLERY 10183-112 
452-0286. Open Tue-Sat 10am-5:30pm, 
INAUGURAL SHOW: New work by gallery 
artists featured in a new expanded space 
Until Dec. 30. 


WEST END GALLERY 12308 Jasper Ave 
488-4892. Glass exhibit by Tyler Rock and 
Julia Reimer. Until Dec. 14. 


CAPOEIRA ACADEMY 6807-104 St., 
709-3500, www.capoeiraedmonton.ca 
Every THU (7-8pm) and SAT (2-3pm): 
Brazilian mix of martial arts, dance and 
Afro-Brazilian rhythms. Roda de Capoeira 
dance. Free. Closed Dec. 21-26. 


JUBILEE AUDITORIUM 11455-87 Ave., 
420-1757. Alberta Ballet presents 
Nutcracker, Dec. 13-14, 7:30pm; Dec. 14- 
15, 2pm. TIX @ TIX on the Square. 


PROVINCIAL MUSEUM 12845-102 Ave., 
488-0706. SUN 15 (7pm): Middle Eastern 
dance recital. TIX $10 Adv., $15 @ door. 


ALL FOR ONE Celebrations Dinner 

Theatre, 13103 Fort Rd., 448-9339. 

Musical. One of the King's loyal musketeers 

is missing. D’Artagnan has been replaced 
a girl. Someone is making trouble 

in the King’s court. What can two out-of- 

work rinvateers do to save the day? 

Until Feb. 1. 


BREEDER La Cité francophone, 8627-91 
St., 471-1586. By Denise Clarke. Presented 
by Northern Light Theatre. The story of 
three women who birth for money and 
their gay handler. A humourous look at the 
reproductive industry, conscience, the 
rights of women over their own bodies, 
and government genetic manipulation. 
Until Dec. 14, Mon-Sat 8pm; Sun Mats 
2pm. TIX $16 adult, student/senior $14 
Sun mats Two-For-One. 


THE BRITISH ARE COMING AGAIN 
Mayfield Dinner Theatre, 16615-109 Ave., 
483-4051, 486-7827. By Will Marks and Joe 
Harris. A follow-up to The British Invasion. A 
tribute to your favourite recording artists, 
spiced with humour. Until Feb. 23. 


CHIMPROV! The New Varscona Theatre, 
10329-83 Ave., 420-1757, 448-0695. Every 
Saturday at 11pm. Featuring Rapid Fire 
Theatre's top improvisers. 


A CHRISTMAS CAROL Citadel, Maclab 
Theatre, 9828-101A Ave,, 425-1820, 420- 
1757. Adapted by Tom Wood. Based on 
the story by Charles Dickens. Until Dec. 24 


“TIX $34-$67. Opening night $79 @ TIX on 


the Square. 


THE CHRISTMAS CAROL PROJECT 2002 
The Roxy, 10708-124 St., 453-2440. 
Musical interpretation of the Dickens clas- 
‘sic. Presented by TheatREpublic and Brass 
Monkey Productions. Dec. 18-22, 7pm 
show; 8pm show. TIX $20 adv,, $25 @ 
door. 
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GREASE jubilee Auditorium, 451-8000. 
Musical, By Warren Casey and Jim jacobs. 
The Bory of Danny Zuko, king of the 
Burger Palace Boys and Sandy 
Dumbrowski, the wholesome, naive and 
pretty student whose life changes forever 
after meeting the tough yet vulnerable 
ze, eres the Pink Ladies gang. Wed, 
lec. 18, 4:30pm and 8pm. TIX $65, $55, 
$45@ TicketMaster. Mi ee 


OH SUSANNA XMAS SPECIAL Varscona 
Theatre, 10329-83 Ave. Come celebrate 
the season and the solstice with interna- 
tional glamour-gal Susanna Patchouli! 
Euro-style variety show fun and antics. 


pes Music. Cocktails. Special guest 
co-host: Eros, God of Love! Christmas 
special Sat. Dec. 21. 


PILK’S MADHOUSE Azimuth Theatre, 
11315-106 Ave., 420-1757. Presented by 
Ribbit Productions. Until Dec. 15 Tue-Sun, 
8pm. TIX $15 @ TIX on the Square. 


THE RED SHOES Varscona Theatre, 420- 
1757. A modern musical fairy tale. 
Presented by Alberta Opera. Adapted from 
the Hans Christian Andersen classic about 
the girl who can’t stop dancing. Dec. 19- 
22, 27-29 and Jan. 2-5. 7pm nightly; Sat 
and Sun 2pm and 7pm. TIX $8 children 
(12 and under), $10 student/senior, $12 
adult. @ TIX on the Square. 


THE SNOW QUEEN Westmount Arena, 


? 9, fax 426-2889 or 
e.ab.ca. 


Deadline Is 3 pm Friday. 


L AVIATION MUSEUM 11410 
Kingsway Ave., 451-1175. Open daily 
10am: . The story of Edmonton’s 
bush pilots, Alaska Highway construction, 
defence of Russia and commercial aviation 

evelopment. THU 19 (4:30-7pm): 
Open house. 


DEVONIAN BOTANIC GARDEN 5 km 
SW of Edmonton on Hwy 60, 987-3054. 
Open weekends. Authentic Japanese gar- 
den, nature trail, 80 acres of connected 
gardens. TIX $6.50 adult; $5.75 student/ 
senior; $4 child; $20 family; children 
under 4 free. 


FORT EDMONTON PARK Fox Dr., 
Whitemud Dr., 496-8787, 496-2925. 
CHRISTMAS REFLECTIONS: Horse-drawn 
sleigh, lights, bonfires, an old-fashioned 
Christmas. Stop at selected houses for 
Christmas carols, magic lantern show, 
crafts, and a visit from Father Christmas. 
Pree Dec. 19-21, Dec. 23, 6-10pm; 
Sun, Dec. 15, 22, 5-9pm. 


JOHN JANZEN NATURE CENTRE Fox 
Dr., Whitemud Dr., Fort Edmonton Park, 
496-8787. Open (Qam-4pm) until Dec. 
24, *SEASONAL CHANGES EXHIBIT: 
Discover how the wildlife of Edmonton 
and region adapts to changes in the sea- 
sons. *EXHIBIT ROOM SUNDAY THEMES/ 
SUNDAY DROP-IN ACTIVITIES: Weekends 
and hols 1-4pm. Each Sunday, join a 
naturalist and explore a new theme with 
your family. 

LOYAL EDMONTON REGIMENT MiILI- 
TARY MUSEUM Prince of Wales 
Armouries, 10440-108 Ave., 421-9943. 
HORSE WARRIORS: WHEN CANADIANS 
GALLOPED INTO BATTLE; Photographs 
and artifacts. 


McKAY AVENUE SCHOOL 10425-99 
Ave., 422-1970. Archives and museum 
located seat river valley on the 
Heritage Trail. Stroll in the Victorian- 
era park. 
MUSEE HERITAGE MUSEUM ‘St. Albert 
Place, 5 St. Anne Street, St. Albert. 459- 
1528. Open Mon-Sat 10am-5pm; Sun 1- 
Spm. *DISCOVERY ROOM: An interac- 
tive educational venue dedicated to chil- 
d families. Donation $2. 
9626-96A 
n ri 9am-6pm; 
m-6pm. CHRISTMAS CRACK- 
‘ 
| 


mai78 


VENTS WEEKLY 


tebrate display. Permanent exhibit. *THE 
BIRD GALLERY: Mounted birds. 
Permanent exhibit. *A TO Z AT THE 
MUSEUM: Every SAT (9 am-11am): fami- 
ly-fun drop-in program. SAT 14: B is for 
Baking, decorate your own cookie. SAT 
21: C is for Card-making, create your own 
cards. SAT 28: D is for Dolls of the world, 
make a paper doll. Admission is half-price 
between 9am-11am. *BROWN BAG 
LUNCH SERIES Museum Theatre. WED 
11: Insects of Dunes, Shorelines and 
Grasses presented by Terry Thormin. 
*EVENINGS AT ALICE'S: At the Museum 
Café, last FRI evening of each month. 
@SPECIAL EVENT: Birds of Christmas 

in the Museum Theatre, 430-9886, 
434-0374. FRI 13 (7:30pm): The Annual 
Christmas Bird. Count presentation, 
sponsored by the Edmonton Natural 
History Club. 


RUTHERFORD HOUSE 11153 
Saskatchewan Dr., U of A Campus, 427- 
3995. Open Tue-Sun, 12 noon-Spm. 
Costumed interpreters recreate dail 
household activities. TIX $3 adult, $2 sen- 
ior/youth (7-17), $8 family. Children 6 
years and under free. 


TELEPHONE HISTORICAL CENTRE 
10437-83 Ave., 433-1010. *Open Tue-Fri 
10am-4pm; Sat 12-4pm. 
Telecommunications museum. An interac- 
tive educational gallery. 


CALDER LIBRARY 12522-132 Ave., 
496-7090. *Every TUE (10:30am); THU 
(10:30am); Pre-school storytime, 3-5 yrs. 
Until Dec. 12. SAT 14 (2PM): Saturday 
theatre. All ages. 


CAPOEIRA ACADEMY 6807-104 St. 
709 3500, www.capoeiraedmonton.ca. 
*Every SAT (11am-noon): Capoeira for 
kids: Brazilian mix of martial arts, dance 
and Afro-Brazilian rhythms. Drop-ins wel- 
come. First time free. Closed Dec. 21-26. 


CASTLE DOWNS LIBRARY 15379 
Castle Downs Rd., 496-7091. SAT 14 
(2pm): Christmas creations, 5-8 yrs. 


EDMONTON ART GALLERY 2 Sir 
Winston Churchill Sq., 422-6223. THE 
CHILDREN’S GALLERY: For children 
4-12 yrs. Camps and classes for children 
and youth. 


EDMONTON ASSOCIATION FOR 
BRIGHT CHILDREN Fort Edmonton 
Park, Corner of Whitemud Dr., Fox Dr., 
435-8393. SAT 14 (10am-noon): Super 
Saturday for members in Grades 1-6: Fur 
Trading Shallenne. Pre-register. TIX $5 ea. 
Memberships will be available. 


EDMONTON ITOSU-KAI KARATE 
Grandin Elementary School, 110 St., 98 
Ave., 975-6910, 886-0386. *Every TUE 
and FRI (6:30-8pm): Classes for 10-year- 
olds and parents and adults. Start Jan. 7. 


FORT EDMONTON PARK Whitemud 
Drive, Fox Drive, SW end of Quesnell 
Bridge, 435-8393. SAT 14 (10am-noon): 
Super Saturday for members in Grades 1- 
6: Fur Trading Challenge. Limited to 20 
people, $5 ea. EABC memberships will be 
Eealabie Pre-register. 


HIGHLANDS LIBRARY 6710-118 Ave., 
496-1806. *Every TUE (10:15am; 2pm): 
Pre-school fun time, 3-5 yrs. Until Dec. 
17. Pre-register. *Every THU (10:15am): 
Totally twos, 2+ yrs. Until Dec. 19. SAT 14 


(Ipm): Christmas craft time. Drop-in. 
IDYLWYLDE LIBRARY 8310-88 Ave., 
496-1808. *Every WED (10:15am): Time 
for twos, 2-3 yrs. Pre-register. 

JASPER PLACE LIBRARY 9010-156 St., 
496-1810. *Every TUE (10:15 am): Baby 


laptime, 1-2 yrs. Pre-register. *Every THU 
(10:15am): Pre-school storytime, 3-5 yrs. 
Pre-register. *Every WED (1:15pm): Pre- 
school storytime for 3-year-olds. Until 
Dec. 18. Pre-register. *Every WED 
(2:15pm): Pre-school storytime for 4 and 
5-year-olds. Until Dec, 18. Pre-register. 
Every THU (10:15am): Pre-school story- 
time for 3-S-year-olds. Until Dec. 19. Pre- 
register. *Every TUE (10:15am): Time for 
twos, 2-3 yrs. Until Dec. 17. Pre-register. 


LESSARD LIBRARY Lessard Shopping 
Centre, 6104-172 St., 496-1871. *Every 
WED (10am): Pre-school storytime, 3-5 
yrs. Until Dec. 18. Drop-in. *Every TUE 
(10am): Baby laptime. Until Dec. 17. Pre- 
register. Every THU (7pm): Family story- 
time, 3+ yrs. Until Dec. 19. Drop-in. SAT 
14 (2pm): Silly Saturdays, stories and 
crafts, 5-12 yrs. 


LONDONDERRY LIBRARY Londonderry 
Mall, 137 Ave., 66 St., 496-1814. SAT 14 
(10am): Junior stamp club: Celebration. 


MILL WOODS LIBRARY 601 Mill 
Woods Town Centre, 2331-66 St., 
496-1818, 450-0511. SAT 14 (2pm): 
Silly Saturdays: Prepare for takeoff, 5-12 
yrs. SAT 21 (2pm): Silly Saturdays: ‘Tis 
the jolly season. 


PENNY McKEE LIBRARY Abbottsfield 
Mall, 3210-118 Ave., 496-7839. SAT 14 
(2pm): Sing-a-song of Santa. 


PROFILES PUBLIC ART GALLERY 19 
Perron Street, St. Albert, 460-4310. TUE 
17 or THU 12, 19 (1:30-2:30pm): Parent 
and Pre-schooler Program: Celebrations 
Around the World. $25 ea, child/month. 
Pre-register. SAT 14: Art-Ventures: Holiday 
Ornaments, 5-12 yrs. $2 ea. 


RIVERBEND LIBRARY 460 Riverbend 
Sq., Rabbit Hill Rd., Terwillegar Dr., 944- 
5311. *Every THU (7:15pm): Family story- 
time, 3+ yrs. Until Dec. 12. Drop-in. 
*Every THU (10:15am): Fun for ones, Until 
Dec. 12. Pre-register. 


SPRUCEWOOD LIBRARY 11555-95 St, 
496-7099. *Every WED (4pm): Japanese 
calligraphy, 8-14 yrs. Pre-register. *Every 
TUE (1:30pm): Pre-school storytime, 3-5 
yrs. Pre-register. *Every FRI (10:30am): 
Time for twos, 2-3 yrs. Until Dec. 20. 


STANLEY A. MILNER LIBRARY 7 Sir 
Winston Churchill Sq., 496-7000. *496- 
7939. Every SAT: Research central, 9-12 
yrs. Until Dec. 14. Pre-register. 


STRATHCONA LIBRARY 8331-104 St, 
496-1828. *Every TUE (2pm): Storytime, 
3-5 yrs. Pre-register. 


VALLEY ZOO 13315 Buena Vista Rd., 
496-8787. Open daily 9:30am-4pm until 
Dec. 31. 


WHITEMUD CROSSING LIBRARY 145 
Whitemud Crossing Shopping Centre, 
4211-106 St. 496-1822. «Every THU 
(10:15am): Pre-school story and craft 
time. Until Dec. 12. Pre-Register. 


WOODCROFT LIBRARY 13420-114 
Ave., 496-1830. *Every MON (2:30pm); 
WED (11am): Storytime, 3-5 yrs. Until 
Dec. 18. *Every TUE (10:15am); THU 
(10:15am): Baby laptime, 1-2 yrs. Until 
Dec. 19. *Every TUE (11:15am); THU 
(11:15am): Time for twos. Until Dec. 19. 
Pre-register. Eve! WED (10:15am): | am 
three. Until Dec, 18. Pre-register. SAT 14 


(2:30pm): Not a creature was stirring. 
Pre-register. THU 19 (7pm): Bedtime 
tales. Pre-register. 


ARTHRITIS SOCIETY 639, 10830 Jasper 
Ave., 424-1740. TUE 17 (2-6m): Open 
house. 

ASCENDANT BOOKS LTD 10310-124 
St., 452-5372, 452-4924. TUE 17 (7:30- 
8:30pm): Drop-in Meditation. $5 
donation. 


419-5949. Based on the Hans Christian 
Andersen tale. Performed by The National 
{ce Theatre of Canada. Dec. 14-15, 18-23. 
Sat, Sun 1pm, 2pm; Wed, Fri Zpm; Thu 
7:30pm; Mon 4pm, Spm. Free. 
SURVIVAL; THE IMPROVISATION GAME 
Jagged Edge Theatre, 3rd Fl. City Centre 
East, 479-0323. *Every FRI $5. 


THEATRESPORTS New Varscona Theatre, 
10329-83 Ave., 448-0695. Every Friday @ 
11pm Rapid Fire Theatre features teams 

of improvisers. 

THE VAGINA MONOLOGUES Myer 
Horowitz Theatre, U of A Campus, SUB 
Building, 8900-114 St. Based on interviews 


CEDAR PARK INN 5116 Gateway 
Boulevard, 437-0990. Learn public speak- 
ing and how to run meetings. Meet posi- 
tive, enthusiastic members who are 
improving their lives. Guests are welcome 
and are free. 


OPPORTUNITIES UNLIMITED NET- 
WORKING GROUP Edmonton Chamber 
of Commerce, 600, 10123-99 St. (W. 
door), 426-4620. FRI 13 (6:45-8:30am): 
Speaker Janet Buterman presents Keeping 
Abreast of Change; Or, When Opportuity 
Knocks, Fling Open the Door. FRI 20 (6:45- 
8:30am): Annual Xmas Party. Speaker 
Santa presents Things We Are Grateful for 
in Business. Donation for the Food Bank, 
or donations to the Endowment Fund. $2. 
Everyone welcome. 


SACRED HEART CHURCH 10821-96 
St., 439-0631. *Every FRI: Community 
Shamanic Drumming Circle. 


WASKAHEGAN TRAIL ASSOCIATION 
Abbottsfield Mall, McDonald’s 30 St., 
118 Ave., 469-7948. SUN 22 (10am): 
Free guided hike/ski. Approx. 10 km at 
Rundle Park. 


LITERARY 


STANLEY A. MILNER LIBRARY Main 
FIl., 7 Sir Winston Churchill Sq., 496-1888. 
THU 12 (10am-noon): Talking Book Club. 
$2 for refreshments. 


STEEPS THE URBAN TEAHOUSE 12411 
Stony Plain Rd., SAT 14 (7pm): 124th 
Street Fiction Readings: Listen to stories of 
Christmas by local writers Wayne 
Arthurson, Tina Dmytryshyn, Elsie 
Garstad-Lambert, Lorraine LaFranchise, 
Audrey Seehagen. Free. 


WHITEMUD CROSSING LIBRARY 145 
Whitemud Crossing Shopping Centre, 
4211-106 St. 496-1822. THU 19 
(7:30pm); Fiction book group. All ages 
and interests welcome. Discussion group: 


LIVE COMEDY 


COMEDY FACTORY 3414 Gateway 
Boulevard, 469 4999. *Every THU: 
Amateur nite followed by the headliner. 
THU 12 FRI 13 (8:30pm); SAT 14 (8pm 
and 10:30pm); Bob Beddow with special 
guests. THU 19-FRI 20 (8:30pm); SAT 21 


(8pm and 10:30pm): Bob Angeli with spe- 


cial guests. 


FARGO’S ON WHYTE 10307-82 Ave., 
433-4526. Every SUN: Fargo’s Laugh-a- 
Lot Comedy. 

SIDETRACK CAFE 10333-112 St, 421- 
1326. *Every THU (7:30-9:30pm): 
Comedy improv show. TIX $3. 


QUEER LISTINGS 


AGAPE Room 7-114, Education North 
Building, U of A. A sex-and-gender differ- 
ences and schooling focus group in the 
Faculty of Education. *Dec. 19, Jan. 16, 
Feb, 13, Mar. 20, Apr. 17, 12-1pm. 


AXIOS 454-8449. A support group, local 
chapter of the international organization 
of Eastern Orthodox and Eastern-Rite 
Catholic Gay and Lesbian Christians. 


BOOTS AND SADDLES 10242-106 St. 
Large tavern with poo! tables, restaurant, 
shows. Members only. 


BUDDYS NITE CLUB 117258 Jasper 
Ave., 488-6636. Open 9-3. Gay Nite Club, 
no membership needed, dance, strip con- 
test, go-go boys. *Every MON: Free pool. 
Djs Arrow Chaser, Jeffy Pop, Code Red. 


DIGNITY EDMONTON 482-6845. 
Support community for lesbigay Catholics 
and friends. 


DOWN UNDER 12224 Jasper Ave., 482- 
7960. Steam bath. 


EDMONTON RAINBOW BUSINESS 
ASSOCIATION 422-6207. Gay men and 
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wisdom, outrage, mystery and excitement 
hidden within women. Dec. 17-22. Tue-Sat 
8pm; Sat-Sun mat 2:30pm; Sun 7:30pm. 

A WONDERFUL LIFE Kaasa Theatre, 

lower level Jubilee, 420-1757 Presented by 
ELOPE Theatre. Based on Frank Capra’s film 
classic about George Bailey and his life in ar 
Bedford Falls. Dec. 13-21 Wed-Sat, 8pm; 
Dec. 15 mat 2pm. TIX $20 adult, $15 stu- 
dent/senior @ TIX on the Square 


WORKSPACE 3rd Fl., Edmonton Centre, 
10205-101 St., 420-1757. Presented by 
Jagged Edge Theatre. Martin hates his job 
and his co-workers but he likes work. TIX 
$8 adult, $7 student/senior, $4 on Tue @ 
TIX on the Square. Tue-Fri, 12:15; Sat 8pm. 
Until Dec. 15. 


Lesbians in business and non-gay friends. 
Share business knowledge, learn, make 
friends, network in positive, proud space te 
where being yourself is the norm. 


GAY AND LESBIAN COMMUNITY CEN- 
TRE OF EDMONTON (GLCCE) Suite 45, 
9916-106 St., www.edmc.net/glcce. 488- 
3234. Open Mon-Fri, 1:30pm-5:30pm; 
7pm-10pm. Support groups, library, 
youth group and discussion nights. 

GAY MEN'S OUTREACH CREW 
(GMOC) 45, 9912-106 St., 488-0564. A 
peer education initiative for gay/bisexual 
men that works toward preventing the 
Spread of HIV by improving self-esteem 


HIV NETWORK OF EDMONTON SOCI- 
ETY 600, 10550-102 St,, 488-5742 
Support services for people affected with 
HIV/AIDS, info line, counseling, referrals, 
support groups, preventive education pro- 
grams, resource centre, speakers bureau, 
Gay Men’s Outreach Crew (GMOC), 
advocacy and public awareness. 


ICARE 702A, 10242-105 St., 448-1768. 
www. icarealberta.org. The Interfaith 
Centre for AIDS/HIV resources and educa- 
tion (formerly Interfaith Association 

on AIDS). Providing spiritual support 

and connections for those affected 

by HIV/AIDS. 


ILLUSIONS SOCIAL CLUB GLCCE, Suite 
45, 9912-106 St. *Every 2nd THU each 
month: Meeting. 


LAMBDA CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY 
CHURCH Garneau United Church, 
11148-84 Ave., 474-0753. eEvery SUN 
(7pm): Worship services. Serving the 
gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgendered 
community. 


LIVING POSITIVE 488-5768. www.con- 
nect.ab.ca/—livepos. Edmonton Persons 
Living with HIV Society. Peer-facilitated 
support groups, peer counselling. Daily 
drop-in 

LUTHERANS CONCERNED 426-0905. 
www.lcna.org. All Chapters-A spiritual 
community which gathers monthly for 
sharing, friendship, Individual support 
and a safe space for our own spiritual 
questions. 


METROPOLITAN COMMUNITY 
CHURCH OF EDMONTON 429-2321 
Weekly church services, non-denomina- 
tional. 


PFLAG GLCCE, Suite 45, 9912-106 St, 
462-5958. *Every 3rd TUE (7:30pm): 
Meeting. Support/education for parents, 
families and friends of lesbians/gays/ 
bisexuals/transgenders. 


POLICE LIAISON COMMITTEE 421- 
2277, 1-877-882-2011 (ext. 2038). 
Edmonton Police Service and the Gay 
and Lesbian community. 


PRIME TIMERS 426-7019. *Every 2nd 
SUN ea. month (3pm): Monthly meetings. 
Social group for gay/bisexual men over 40 
and their friends. 


THE ROOST 10345-104th St., 426-3150. 
Open Mon-Sat 4pm-3am; Sun 8pm-3am. 
A multi-level night club, Disco upstairs, 
western downstairs. TUE: Wild and Wet 
Contest, Dj Left. WED: Amateur Strip 
w/Weena Luy, Sticky Vicky, D] Alvaro. 

THU: Charity Show. Different show every 
week, Dj Jazzy. FRI: Upstairs: Twisted Fruit 
w/DJs Sweetz, Tripswitch, Alvaro. 
Downstairs: D] Jazzy, female stripper. SAT: 
Upstairs: DJ Jazzy. Downstairs: XTC. SUN:_. 
Betty Ford Hangover Clinic Show, D} Jaz 


SECRETS BAR AND GRILL 10249-107 
St., 990-1818. Lesbian and gay 
bar/restaurant. 


TRANSSEXUAL/TRANSGENDER SUP- 
PORT GROUP GLCCE, Suite 45, 9912- 
106 St., 488-3234. *Every 4th TUE ea. 
month (7pm): Meeting. Information and 
mutual support for transgendered peoples, 
in an open, friendly and safe environment. 
Open to transsexuals, transvestites, cross- 
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dressers, drag queens/kings. 
WOODYS 11723 Jasper-Ave., 488-6557. 
Sun-Thu 1-12; Fri Sat 1-3. New Gay 
Club, no membership needed. *Every 
SUN-TUE (7-12am): Karaoke with Tizzy. 
*Every WED: Game Show. *Every FRI: Free 
pool. *Every weekend: Open stage, dance 
with D] Arrow Chaser. 


YOUTH UNDERSTANDING YOUTH Gay 
and Lesbian Community Centre of 
Edmonton (GLCCE), 45, 9912-106 St., 
488-3234. *Every SAT (7-9pm): A facilitat- 


ed social/support group for lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, transgendered, straight, and 
questioning youth who are under the age 
of 25. www.yuyouth.tripod.com/yuy. 


BS a ae 


CITY HALL Sir Winston Churchill Sq., 
462-4491, SUN 15 (7:30pm): Candle 
note Non-denominational hour 

of inspiration. 

RED'S WEM, 481-6420. 420-1757. THU 
12 (6pm door): Paradigm Esteem, | Am 
Beautiful Because...: Featuring teens in a 
show of more than 100 fashion outfits of 
the season, Silent auction. TIX $13, chil- 
dren under 7 by donation @ door. Adv. 
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CENTRE FOR WELLNESS IN MOTION 
N. Edmonton, 459-3908. Every SAT: 
Introductory reflexology for family and 
friends. Learn relaxation techniques and — 
how to loye your feet. 


DANCE MOSAIC LTD 206, 10609-101 
St., 425-3350 or 903-7418. New ethnic 
dance studio. More than 15 different 
forms of ethnic dance classes, Pre-register. 


FILM AND VIDEO ARTS SOCIETY OF 
EDMONTON (FAVA) Ortona Armoury, 
9722-102 St., 429-1671. *Every MON (7- 
10pm) Monday Night Club: A weekly series 
of drop-in workshops to give Edmonton’s 
actors, dancers and other performers a 
chance to hone on-screen skills, and link 


tickets @ TIX on the Square. 


ST. PETER’S HISTORIC LUTHERAN 
CHURCH 9606-110 Ave., 426-1122. 
SUN 22-MON 23 (6-8pm): Live Nativity. A 
stable and live animals, Biblical characters. 


WINSPEAR CENTRE Sir Winston 
Churchill Sq., 423-6230. SUN 15 (2pm): 
Festival of light: Family concert w/ Dance 
Alberta. TIX $13 @ Conservatory of Music 
office, Alberta College. 


WORKSHOPS 


BRAHMA KUMARIS MEDITATION CEN- 
TRE 208-10132-105 St., 425-1050, 

www.bkwso.com. Meditation intro course 
through Raja Yoga. Free. Pre-register. 


local filmmakers and screenwriters with 
fresh talents. Free. 


HARCOURT HOUSE 10215-112 St., 
426-4180. Drop-in Life Drawing. *Drop. 
in Figurative Sculpture. 


STANLEY A. MILNER LIBRARY 7 Si; 
Winston Churchill Sq., Edmonton 
Community Network, Rm 616, 6th Floo; 
414-5656. *Internet Courses: Learn abou; 
computer resources, e-mail, Searching the 
Internet, Web design, online investing ang 
much more. Various dates. 


WOODCROFT LIBRARY 13420-114 
Ave., 496-1830. Every WED (7pm): 
Meditation workshop. 


FREE* FREE*FREE* FREE *FREE 
ARTIST/NON PROFIT CLASSIFIEDS 
Need a volunteer? Forming an acting ? 

Want someone to jam with? Place up to 20 

words FREE, iding the ad is non-profit. 

of more 20 words subject to regular 
price or cruel editing. Free ads must bessabmit- 
ted in. oe or by fax. Duplicate 
ads will not | lished, except by mistake. 

Free ads will not be taken over the phone. 

Free ads will run for four weeks, if you require 
an ad to be renewed or cancelled please 
426-1996 or fax 426-2889. Please fax your ad 
to 426-2889, or drop it off at 10303-108 St. 
Deadline is noon the Tuesday before 
publication. Placement will depend upon 
available space. 


artist to artist 


PLUNDEROPTICS, a show of sample-based print 
and sound art by Construct, Dec.10 - Feb.1 Bring 
a record to play at the Reception/Listening Party 


Sunday Dec.15 1-5. 10649-124St 
naiziz 


Still searching for the perfect gift? How about a 
hand drawn poe You provide a recent pic of 
the person, allow 2-3 days for drawing. Ph Althea 
710-6870. 

narzs 


MADE's 3rd Annual Christmas Design Party / 
Silent Auction. ES a package of 5 Christmas 
Cards, A Christmas Ormament or a Gingerbread 
House for our Christmas Design Party and silent 
auction. Great prizes from Pure Design go to the 
best of each category. Donate your work to our 
silent auction. Proceeds to MADE in Edmonton 
and the GDC. Fri, Dec. 13, 8pm. 10248-106 St 
288-5575 www.madeinedmonton.org 

ngizi2 


St. George Chorus seeking singers MALE 

Professionally directed group. 

Wed 7:30-9:30pm,. Please call Vince 436-8317 
nai2i2 


Capoeira Association seeking performers, stu- 
dents, & volunteers. Mixes martial arts, dance & 
&=-Drazilian rhythms. 6days/wk @ 6807-104 St 
709-3500 www.capoeiraedmonton.ca cs 
nat 


Warehouse space available (2000 sq. ft.) for 
theatre/art groups, bands for rehearsal. Call 
469-9309. 

21205 
Capoeira Association seeking performers, stu- 
dents, & volunteers. Brazilian mix of martial arts, 
dance & Afro-Brazilian rhythms. 6 days/wk @ 6807- 
104 St. www.capoerraedmonton.ca, 709-3500 
nal2i2 
a model or actor? Do 
Call Urban Models and 
99-1130. 


Interested in becomin; 
you have what it takes: 
Talent Management @ 


nal2i2 


Video Actors wanted for internet television proj- 
ects. Styles: Conspiracy, Tom Green Types, 
Jackass Idiots, Sexy Babies, Punk Rock, Goth, 


Fetishes. Call Jon at 914-8747 

nati14 
Exp. acdting coach req. for children 12 yrs and 
udner for children's project. Call C.ES.S. at 701- 
~~ stl 
Storyboard artist req. for Children’s project. Call 
C.ES.S. at 701-0035 

nai2i2 
Auditions, mid-December. IMAGE THEATRE 


A cabaret revue, Mar. 20-Apr. 


presents “Coping 
5 2F/IM, age 30-50. 


3. Dynamic sir 
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musicians 


Christian rock band or musicians wanted for a 
unique worship project. Call John © 471-6266 
days, 459-2846, evenings. 

eee natt29 
Vocal recording studio half price Christmas sale. 
2000+ background tracks avail. Digitally mas- 
tered excellent for demo’s and Christmas gifts. Ph 
403-391-9572. ine 

nal 


Piano, trombone, and trumpet players required 
for amateur swing band. Big band experirence an 
asset. Ph Ed 450-6436 or Ron 435-4193. 

naiZ0s 
Christian musicians/band reg. for children’s 
fundraiser “Feed the CHildren”. Call C.E.S.S. at 
701-0035. oie 

nai2t 


Beginner bassist looking to jam with others. Inil: 
rock, metal, alt. Call Chad 465-1684 2 
rai2i2 


Wounded Honeymoon Suite tribute band still 
looking for awesome local talent. Call Pamekla 


@ 990-0979. 
nat2iz 


Bass player and keyboard player needed for an 
upcoming country rock group. Vocals are an 


asset. Greg 986-4599. 
nai2i2 


Drummer and bassist (18-26) for new original 
rock band. Infl: Zeppelin, GrR, Nirvana. Call 
Adarn or Justin at 406-1008 

nat2i2 
Bass player wanted for rock band into punk, folk 


and other types of music. 479-1242. 
naniié 


* 


kk MUSIC LESSONS sxx 
PRIVATE LESSONS/QFFERED * 

BY QUALIFIED INSTRUCTORS x 
TO STUDENTS ORANYAGE 4 
AND MUSICALABIOTY ON 
MOST INSTRUMENTS &VOICE x 
KKK KK HERERO KK 


-sull/annilersary 
aS 26 On NOW 


433-0138 


10848 - 82 Avenue, Edmonton 


‘Interpol, Velvet Undergroun 


musicians (Tol tor} ately 


Charity Rack ‘n’ Roll Showcase featuring 16 orig- Our grads pave jobs i 
inal band and SiipeceeTi Willers insupportofthe Victoria Motion Picture School - filmmakinp/acting 
Edmonton Food Bank. Dec. 17-20 at J.J’s Pub call now 1-888-522-3456 i 


Sign-up at 489-7462 Don (Musicity Promotions). ‘VW 1212-0209 (Owes) 
nati29 
DARKSAND seeks drummer. Must be versatile, 
talented, dedicated. Ph Kevin 456-3550 or Brent help wanted 
sae CHANGE YOUR LIFE! 


TRAVEL TEACH ENGLISH 
We train you to teach. 1000's of jobs around 


Established singer/songwriter looking for guitar, 
bass and J. fi y 
the world. Next in-class or ONLINE 


drums to form original bani |: Joy 
Division, Echo and the Bunnymen, The Smiths, 
and Radiohead. correspondence. Jobs guaranteed. 
10762-82 Ave. 


= —— — als Call for Free info pack 1-888-270-2941, 
Brazilian Jui-jitsu. Call Steve @ 446-9199. Tatami - wwe 
mats, very professional Shopping for a rewarding RETAIL CAREER? 
Excellent Retail MANAGEMENT Positions 
Apply Now With the Best Retail preayers online 
WWW.CANADIANRETAIL.COM 
The Retail Job Store 
VW1212 (1 wk) Jan 0102-0208 02 1(Bwks) 


Leave Mess 479-9699. 


naii2i 


Female vocalist needed. Music from classic rock 
to country. Ph Darren @ 461-2841. 

nasi2i 
Lead guitarist wanted for country music band. Ph = 


ye TAS The Perfect Blend Hip new national TV show 


is seeking caer for commercial 
sponsorshi ontact Dieter at 
(780) 442-2320 or kohler@shaw.ca. Hai 
__ RL 


The Perfect Blend Hip new TV show airing 
nationally in Jan. is seeking funny, witty, 
intelligent hosts (M/F). Contact Dieter at 


raat 


Heavy metal band seeks drummer who can learn 
covers and create original material. Influences 
include Ozzy and Pantera. Call Dan at 425-3231 

nati2t 


Wanted: Drummer and bass player for original 
band. Infl: Neil Young, The Band, Meat Puppets, 


Wilco. Contact Shane 452-4101 (780) 442-2320 or <mailto:kohler@shaw.ca> 
nalt07 : RLII21 
WHATBOX NEEDS DRUMMER: just released VI : , Wednesdays (ni; 
CD. Gigs in Jan. Must be serious, dedicated, no ap Mee esr sce 
big shots. www.whatboxband.com Must have mini-van or truck. Looking for reliable 
Matt (720-7296 or 443-2017) and responsible person. Please call 907-0570. 
NAIIO7 na VW O07 


Bass & keys et) needed for ultra pro/ 
ultra cool, female fronted progressive rock band. 
Korn/Tool/Deftones meets Porlishead. Recording 
in Vancouver with former Producer of the Year. 
Career minded pros only please! (780) 868-4869. 


ne qravel & Teach 


Midnites Music Agency Looking For Clients 
Will promote your Band with Key Chains, English Overseas 
Penny Matches, Web Design % 5 os 
And Get You Gi, 
Including Videos on VHS or DVD 
Total Band Management and 
_, Promotional products 
Call Midnite @ 967-4340, Cell 231-5778 
Distributor for the Dacal cb library DC-1-01 
email midnite@midnitemarketing.com 
http://www.midnitemarketing.com 
(0001128 (9 wh) 


TESOL Certified in 5 days 
or Online or by Correspondence 
All ages.. No degree needed 


FREE Info Pac 


1-888-270-2941 


FREE Info Seminar: 
Tues: Dec. 03,10,17 
7 Pm: 10762-82 Ave. 
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FOR SALE 
AD DEAL 


CARS, HOUSES, FURNITURE, 
SPORTING EQUIPMENT 


tf you need to sell it, we can help. 
Buy this size ad for 2 weeks at $50/week (pilus 
GST) and we will run the ad until your item sells 


FOR AS LONG AS IT TAKES! 


Don't walt call Dave Laing 426-1996 for details 
*original ad only, no changes or alterations 


Dial si 8 8), | SECTION prom mony: 


1 THREE LINES FOR $10 ¢ BUY 6 GET 3 FREE 


1 °Phone 426-1996 from 9am-Spm Monday to Friday 
1 Email: office@vue.ab.ca Office:10303-108 St. Edmonton 


ike) act: 1 (=) j 


Great Christmas Gifts 
Hand knit icelandic wool sweaters for 
sale 444-7993. 
YWI1107-1128 (4 


shared accommodation 


Spacious home to share with non dull, clean 
tidy, 25-45 year old. Close to Grey Nun 
Hospital. $325/month + 1/3 utilities. 490-6547 

WW1212-1219 (2 wi 


volunteers 


The ane pe of EeTeoaton is now 
accepting applica for volunteer positions. 
The oat is to feed 15,000 families and 3,500 

sing! les, seniors, childless couples during the 
holiday season, www.christmasbureau,edmon- 

ton.ab.ca Ph Cassandra Vold, Volunteer 
Coordinator @ 413-6233. 


music instruction 


MOBAL MUSIC INC. 
_ 466-3116 
Music Instruction for guitar, bass, drums, 
_ and percussion. 
____ Private instruction: focus 
_on individual! Professional, caring instructors 
with music degrees, qui |! Music instruction since 


NAL107 
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INSTITUTE 
www.trebas.com 


112 East 3rd Ave., Vancouver, B.C. VST 1C8 


THE BEST MEDU 


peor 
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SWEDISH, 
enn Ole. | 
Seat LOCALS! — a MASSAGE! . 


rie ate cee 
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adult 


Crystal 
Pieler ndes 


Fate Eeaes 
Petite Beauty availa able for Pon utealls 


780-450. "999 0 F403 2! 100 
ar Tat Heat’ jv" 


www. interactiv Al ” ae 
mminm Get SEX in Edmon aa 
Shes cel s., ey eee 10123-1505" 
estoday, i 
FL BM 0801 02 


M 
inten [=1-j iw lolagl-lelals) 
Me Tai etd New Right Now! 
Call (780) 490-2266 
AL 
FEMALES NEEDED!!! 


Make $799 US Fie month with a spy cam 
in your bedroom. Voyeur website is currently 
il 


looking fpr yeuna st sf al sire teh e girls. 
| info, 
1-800- 474-8401. 
FL 0006: 
GAY MALE SEX! 
Chat live or meet local 


Try u! efor is Ar Tekeal aad, 


Wendy 945-3384 


SEXY BRUNETTE, PETITE AND WARM 


AVAILABLE FOR OUTCALLS 


When Monogamy 
Becomes bate de 


VW 1110 (4WKS) 
Local Live Connections For aijesiig Pr ‘Wenlen 


"EFREE! & the Men Who 
Want To Meet Them.~ | 


mam 1-866-742-2218. | 


A MALE LIVE CONNECTIONS 


Taking Classifieds ¢ Uncensored Erotic Stories 


es 
CruiseLine 


www.cruiseline.ca 


Enter FREE trial code 2315 


eWednesday - Friday 
Approx 20 hours/wk 


ePermanent Part-time 
eVehicle Required 
eStart Immediately 
To submit a resume, email to chris@vue.ab.ca or fax 426 


R Bill a membership to your phone! 
NK Call 1-900-451-2853, 75 min. for $24.95! 


-2889 


For Men and Women ... 


Fun, Outrageous, Confiden tial} 
: The 


GrapeVine 


Live Chat & Date-Line 


sFREE: _ Free Trial for MEN: 
Women Always FR $0) 418-4646 


[7 feo)! ]-a@g.t 74 Triali for MERI | 
are some fun! Free focal Edmonton cal Must |. ay be ei 00%, 
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ELVIS PRESLEY ‘i AUSTIN POWERS IN GOLDMEMBER SPIDER-MAN 
ot a Ar, a tesa_y ey is mead (oy mi s ne: : 
| ~ great (o]iimie (=e ele 
e i es = y 


| DLANA KRALL 


DIANA KRALL Live In Par 


oY TUES el JENNIFER od 
Vorious Artist: OMOUS AITStS LOPEZ This ds Me... Ther NIRVANA 


STUART 
LUTTE? 


until 9pm, sun unl 7pm 


ey bel Sas saben J Deer S29 53rd Avenve 349-0500 


ante (Cem ialellGiisamerelpntem igure) 


